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JOY REID: And up next on The ReidOut, you will not believe the explanation from a Georgia
trooper for why he arrested a black lawmaker at the state capitol last week. Meanwhile, Georgia
is going all Jim crow while another state is making it easier for people to vote. Imagine that.

(....)
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REID: As states across the country race to enact laws to suppress voting, New Jersey did the
opposite today. Governor Phil Murphy, joined on video by Stacey Abrams, signed into law a bill
expanding early voting, allowing in-person voting up to ten days before an election. It stands in
stark contrast to Georgia's Jim Crow voter suppression law, which faces mounting legal
challenges. Today, a third lawsuit was filed by the ACLU on behalf of several groups
representing black and brown voters. Meanwhile, calls for an economic boycott of major Georgia
based corporations Coca-Cola and Delta Airlines continue to grow. Also today, we learned the
most ludicrous arrest for one protest of Georgia’s law. Georgia state Representative Park Cannon
forcibly hauled out by state troopers after knocking on Governor Brian Kemp’s door while he
signed the bill. Well, in an incident report, the officer who arrested cannon said: “I felt that if I
did not take action, the other protesters would have been emboldened to commit similar acts. The
events of January 6th at the U.S. Capitol were in the back of my mind.” I can't believe I have to
say this, but a lone African-American state representative gently knocking on the governor's door
while he signed a law stripping the right offense the state's Black and Brown citizens behind
closed doors is in no way shape or form comparable to violent insurrectionists laying siege to the
United States Capitol to repudiate our democracy because Black and Brown voters chose their
candidate and the insurrectionists didn't like the outcome. Full stop. Today, Stacy Abrams
applauded New Jersey law — in contrast with her home state — as taking the country in the right
direction toward democracy. New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy joins me now. Let’s talk about
this new law. You know, it's interesting that sort of New York and New Jersey were not, like,
really, at the front edge of really expansive voter access in terms of lots of early voting and things
like that. This is a big change. 

NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR PHIL MURPHY (D): Huge change, Joy. Great to be with you. We
made a lot of change since we got into office three years ago. This is a big one: in person, early
voting. By the way, no restriction if someone wants to hand you some water while you're in line.
[REID LAUGHS] That's also something we're proud of up here this new Jersey. But it's a big
step forward. Stacey was with us. It was a really special — viral but special moment. 

REID: Did you — did you have any mush back from Republicans? Because they seem to think
that things like what you have done, making it easier to vote, is somehow magically going to



produce nonexistent voter fraud. Have you gotten any push back from Republicans? 

MURPHY: Yeah — yes to some extent. They are cloaking their opposition largely in you're not
giving us enough time or putting enough money into this. And it is big step for our county clerks
and local voting official, but we'll work with them. And we’re confident we have enough time
and we have enough money in this. Yeah, you know this, Joy — the chances of getting hit by
lightning — I think this is literally the case — are higher than uncovering voter fraud. So, the
entire thing is a myth which makes the Georgia situation even more tragic. 

REID: Would it help state like New Jersey, which has done now expansion of the access to
voting, to have a federal law like S. 1 — the For the People Act? Would it help your state? 

MURPHY: Listen, I think something that's a consistent law across all of our states is something
we’d support. Obviously, the devil is in the details in terms of what's in law. But we’re — we’re
proud to have automatic voter registration, folks on parole or probation now have the vote in
New Jersey. Now, we’ve got in-person, early voting. We want to take some more steps as long as
it didn’t undermine the steps that we’ve either taken or want to take, absolutely.

(....)
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REID: Alright, joining me now is Bishop Reginald Jackson, presiding prelate of the African
Methodiest Episcopal Church in Georgia. Let’s go right into this, Bishop Jackson. There's now a
third lawsuit against the law in your home state that's been filed by the ACLU, the Southern
Poverty Law Center, the NAACP Legal Defense Fund on behalf of the Sixth District AME
Church. Other plaintiffs, Delta Sigma Theta sorority, the Georgia Muslim voter project, women
watch Africa, and the Latino Community Fund Georgia. How hopeful are you? You knjow, the
federal judge something is fraught with lots of Trumpism. Are you — are you hopeful this law
will get over turned? 

REGINALD JACKSON: I'm going to remain hopeful. Now, let me say I think this is going to
end up going to the Supreme Court and the nation will find out what kind of supreme court we
have. This will give the Supreme Court chance to clean up the mess that it created in Shelby
versus holder. And we’re going to see what kind of supreme court we have in the country. 

REID: And one of the people voting on that will be Georgia native — Pin Point, Georgia native
Clarence Thomas who, I don’t think supported the Voting Rights Act last time I checked. But
we’ll see what happens. Tyler —

JACKSON: Got to stay positive, Joy. Stay positive.

REID: We’ll try to stay positive. Tyler Perry, who’s somebody I’ve been wondering whether he
was going to say something. He’s got this 230-acre — magnificent facility for making movies



and lots of people making film and TV down there. He’s now spoken out against the law. This is
what he said — he said: “I’m resting my hope in the DOJ taking hard look at this
unconstitutional voter suppression law that harkens to the Jim Crow era. As some consider
boycotting, please remember that we did turn Georgia blue and there's a gubernatorial race on the
horizon — that's the beauty of a democracy.” Noted he's been down this road before with the
previous LGBT — anti-LGBT laws and anti-abortion bills. A boycott, what do you make of that
as somebody in a leadership position in Georgia? Do you think that either state or these
companies should be boycotted?

JACKSON: Well, Joy, in fact, on Thursday at 12:00 in front of Coca-Cola we’re going to
announce the beginning of a boycott on next Monday. Let me say. I'm supportive of boycotting
the corporations. I'm not advocating the movie theaters. I'm not advocating Major League
Baseball. I think that will take care of itself. I think we need to concentrate on these corporations
who blacks give their dollars to and we give our dollars to them, we expect them to stand with
us. 

REID: And Coca-Cola put out a statement on Monday, saying we're “disappointed with the
outcome.” They sorta tried to revise their previous statement. “We don't see this as a final
chapter....We will also continue to press for improvements to Georgia’s election laws in future
sessions.” I'm not sure what they think is going to happen. It’s a 98-page bill. Delta — they stood
by their statement in which they said the law was improved over time. When it comes the
boycotts, Andrew Young — the great Andrew Young has made a point worth saying that — he
pointed out that, you know, the — the economy in Georgia is larger than the economy in South
Africa which, of course, was subject to pretty significant boycotts. “We’re the 44th...economy and
the world,” and he says, you can quote me — “I don't know why anybody wants to f— with that.”
He put it that way very colorfully. But what — what impact do you think a boycott of Coca-Cola,
Delta, UPS, Aflac, etc. would have? 

JACKSON: Well, let me say this. First of all, let’s take Coca-Cola. In June of last year, James
Quincy, the chairman/CEO of Coca-Cola said our companies can do better. We must stand with
black lives matter movement as allies and support other justice — justice — social justice
causes. Our companies with do better. Well, here’s chance for them to do better and they flunked
it. Let's take Delta Airlines. Delta Airlines sent out an in-house memo where they actually praised
the passage of this bill. And these statements released today or yesterday, they only see to give
cover to the fact they have failed the Black and Brown community by supporting our quest not to
have our votes suppressed. And I don't think we can let that go unchallenged. We cannot act as if
that's okay, we'll do better next time. 

REID: And are the only companies that will face this? Cause, as I mentioned, there's lost of
companies. There’s UPS. There’s Aflac. Can we expect the boycott calls to grow beyond Delta
and Coca-Cola? 

JACKSON: Yes. I think — in fact, we're trying to arrange an executive meeting with corporate
executives across the country. Because, Joy, this is not just a Georgia problem, including Iowa
and Georgia, There are 41 other states which have bills similar to these on the books. This is



really a threat to our democracy, number one and number two, we need to call it what it is. It's
racist. If Republicans had won, these bills would not have been introduced. When these laws
work for them, which, in fact, they passed before, when they work for them, they were fine.
When they work for us, all of a sudden, there’s something wrong with them and the most
ludicrous thing is, all this legislation is based on a lie told by the former liar-in-chief. And now
all of sudden, we want to give credibility to a lie. I remind Georgia, 2018, the former secretary of
state, now the governor, he took 500,000 names off the voter rolls. Many of them voters of color.
There was no legislation. There was no concern about the outrage of blacks. Everything was fine.
But now, when they lose, all of a sudden there's no integrity and we have to do something about
it. That is absolute foolishness.

REID: Very succinctly said. Bishop Reginald Jackson, we will keep up with this. Thank you very
much, sir. Really appreciate your time tonight.


