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CRAIG MELVIN: In his first speech since the London attack, President Trump vowing to do
whatever is necessary to keep the U.S. safe, but his initial response on Twitter is a source of
controversy this morning. We’ll talk about that more with one of the President’s top advisers,
Kellyanne Conway, in just a bit. But first, NBC National Correspondent Peter Alexander is at the
White House. Peter, good morning to you. 

PETER ALEXANDER: Peter, good morning to you. In those remarks last night, President
Trump calling for American resolve against a vile enemy. The President saying he has spoken to
Prime Minister Theresa May, expressing Americans’ unwavering support, but it came after a
series of tweets that critics are describing as misdirected and misinformed. 

President Trump late Sunday at a benefit event for Ford’s Theater, delivering his first public
comments after the terrorist attack in London. 

DONALD TRUMP: America sends our thoughts, our prayers, and our deepest sympathies to the
victims of this evil slaughter. This bloodshed must end. This bloodshed will end. 

ALEXANDER: This morning, the President’s facing backlash for his unfiltered response hours
after the violence. Early Sunday tweeting, “We must stop being politically correct and get down
to the business of security for our people.” Then teeing off on London’s mayor, Sadiq Khan,
mid-crisis who had encouraged his city to keep calm and carry on. 

SADIQ KAHN [LONDON MAYER]: Londoners will see an increased police presence today and
over the course of the next few days. No reason to be alarmed. 

ALEXANDER: President Trump seizing on those words, mischaracterizing the mayor’s message
mentioning the dead and wounded, then adding “Mayor of London says there is ‘no reason to be
alarmed!’" Khan’s spokesman firing back, saying the mayor “has more important things to do
than respond to Donald Trump’s ill-informed tweet.” 

Former Vice President Al Gore weighing in as well. 

AL GORE [CNN, STATE OF THE UNION]: I don’t think that a major terrorist attack like this
is a time to be divisive and to criticize a mayor who’s trying to organize his city’s response to
this attack. 

ALEXANDER: The President’s first tweet right after the attack, not sending his condolences, but
touting his controversial travel ban: “We need the courts to give us back our rights. We need the
travel ban as an extra level of safety.” With the Trump administration appealing its case to the
Supreme Court, Democrats argue the ban is ineffective. 



SUSAN RICE: There’s really no evidence to suggest that by banning Muslims or banning
Muslims from a particular set of six countries, that we would make ourselves here in the United
States safer. 

PETER ALEXANDER: The President up early again today, tweeting this morning, seemingly
undermining his aides’ repeated insistence that this is not a travel ban. Here’s what he wrote,
“People, the lawyers the courts can call it whatever they want, but I’m calling it what we need
and what it is, a travel ban!” The President also urging the Justice Department to stick with the
original ban as opposed to what he describes as “that now-watered down politically correct
version” being considered by the Supreme Court. Back to you, Craig and Savannah. 

MELVIN: Alright, Peter Alexander for us from the White House. Peter, thank you.  


