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JASON JOHNSON: Well, I'll say this, Nicole, like I said, I actually always thought that he would
be found guilty because it's sort of a cultural make-up call, but I'm not happy. I'm not pleased. I
don't have any sense of satisfaction. I don't think this is the system working. I don't think this is a
good thing. What this says to me is that in order to get a nominal degree of justice in this country,
that a black man has to be murdered on air, viewed by the entire world, there has to be a year's
worth of protests and a phalanx of other white police officers to tell one officer that he was
wrong in order to get one scintilla of justice. That doesn't make me feel happy. That doesn’t
make me feel satisfied. It makes me worry about what's going to happen when these other
officers are held on trial. It makes me upset all the more that we didn't have this for Breonna
Taylor. It makes me concerned about what's going to happen in a trial for Ahmud Arbery, so no, I
mean, this is not the system working. This is a make-up call. This is the justice system trying to
say, “hey, this is one bad apple,” because that's how this is going to be interpreted. It's going to be
“this one bad apple, he got in trouble, yay, blah, blah, blah,” and yet there's still going to be
young black men and women across this country being shot today, tomorrow, and two weeks
from now because unless we have some radical reform, there's no lesson learned.

NICOLLE WALLACE: And Michael Steele, I'm also thinking of Ali Velshi's friend, Sean, there,
who said, it's either going to be heaven or it's going to be hell. Your thoughts to what just
transpired in the courthouse? 

MICHAEL STEELE: You know, I have to tell you when I heard — when I heard the
announcement of the first — on the first verdict, I — I fist pumped. I just had an enormous sense
of relief that — that not the system worked but that this happened and it happened at a time that
it needed to happen. I understand what my — my good buddy, Jason Johnson is saying but I'm
not — I’m not prepared to just strip it down that bare right now. I think for the family, going
back to what I said before, I think for the family, because that's at the end of the day, what this is
about. It's not what Jason or I or anyone on this set thinks about this moment. It's what this family
feels and the sense of relief that they have, the vision that we — the issue — excuse me, the
scene we have right now with people — with black people hugging and understanding what this
moment means historically but also for this family. So, I think that we'll have time, and there will
be pressure to bear on all the things that Jason just talked about. I think that's why I said this was
a crucible moment. It's hot. It’s — we — we are forging a new instrument here of criminal
justice, and a new instrument on how we move forward as a country on these issues and black
people are at the tip of that spear now, and we're seeing — we're not having another George
Floyd. We — we watched what happened in the year between George Floyd and just this last
week, the black men and the young children who have been killed, so I think that this — this
crucible moment for us is one in which, from the heat of this, we emerge stronger. We need to.
We have to. Because Jason's absolutely right. With — this moment can't just be another, okay,
well, let's hold our breath and — and figure out what happens in the next case. We have to take
from this how we want the justice system to work for us and I think that's what this jury is saying



is, yeah, we got it. We need this system to work for black men and for black people if it's going
to work at all. 

WALLACE: Michael Steele, we have turned up the volume on some of these scenes on the
streets of Minneapolis. We're also joined by phone by our friend and colleague, Joy Reid. Joy, I
don't know if you've heard some of the conversation and reaction so far to Derek Chauvin being
found guilty on all three charges. 

JOY REID: I have. I heard, you know, both Jason and Michael, our friends, and listen, my first
thoughts as I heard that verdict being read, Nicole, really were for George Floyd's family. You
and I have both interviewed members of his family, his brother Philonis, his daughter, who
famously yelled out, “my daddy changed the world.” And I think that what just happened today,
you know, I take Jason's caveats to heart, but even if it took ten police officers to bring about a
verdict that will bring justice and a sense of peace to this family, I'm good with that because the
reality is, the verdict today was not just against this police officer. It was against the kind of
defense that was mounted for him. It's the same kind of defense that was mounted in the Rodney
King case, the black Superman who, no matter how much violence you commit against his body,
can raise up, even from the dead in the case of George Floyd, and pose a threat. The thought of a
black man as an inherent threat, a black body as an inherent threat, that's what Derek Chauvin's
defense tried to use in his defense. The idea that George Floyd’s own life issues were to blame
for his death, the fact that he became addicted, like so many Americans who are struggling with
addiction, that that’s the cause of his death. That even a car that we weren't even sure was a
gasoline-powered car being too close to it and trying to hold on to it. That was what was to blame
for his death. Everything but the police's actions was blamed and we've seen that defense work
from Rodney King, you know, in the ‘90s, early 1990s all the way up to today. We've seen every
excuse for the killing of black bodies, and the excuse always includes blaming the dead. The fact
that that didn't work this time, even if it took all of these other police officers, who, by the way,
it's important that they testified, Nicolle, because this was police drawing a line, right? This was
law enforcement.

(....)
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WALLACE: Yeah, I mean, Joy, I want to pick back up with you and I want to apologize for
cutting you off before. We had the Rev in a very small window there with George Floyd's
brother, Rodney. I mean, look, Floyd — the — Shaq Brewster is one of the all-stars of our
network and the profound nature of what he just sort of reported can't be — we can't breeze past
it. The woman saying, you know, I can breathe and then a white, you know, resident admitting
that, you know, I don't know how I can help but I googled it. Just talk about the strength of the
diversity of this movement in this moment. 

REID: It's so important, Nicole, because I mean, I just, as I was listening to Shaq, who has been
brilliant. I 100 percent agree with that, and just thinking off the top of my head how many of



these cases I could think of Amadou Diallo, Patrick Dorsman, Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, Breonna
Taylor, Michael Brown, Adam Toledo, Daunte Wright, who was also mentioned by one of the
young women there. You can go all the way through these cases. I covered the Walter Scott case.
It seemed like that was an obvious guilty. The jury hung and you think about the exhaustion that
black folks feel watching people die in some cases on camera or hearing these stories of people
who were killed for nothing, for pittances or little kids like — like Adam Toledo, and you do feel
like you can't breathe. You feel like you can't get it together, even, you know, on a journalistic
sense, the trauma for me is horrible but I can only imagine what it is for the families. I can't really
imagine. I can't get into their shoes of just how painful it is to lose a loved one for nothing and I
think that what we've seen, the difference between when I started covering Black Lives Matter
with Trayvon Martin, which became completely political. As soon as Barack Obama, President
Obama said, if I had a son, he'd look like Trayvon Martin and this was a guy who was faking
being a cop, not even a real cop, when he got off, my kids asked me, why can people just kill us?
You know, the question of, do our lives matter was something I had to deal with at home. But the
difference between Black Lives Matter then and Black Lives Matter now is that there are white
people in Black Lives Matter, right? Heather Heyer was in Black Lives Matter and was killed for
being a part of Black Lives Matter, a young white woman in Charleston — in Charlottesville,
Virginia. And so, we're starting to see the integrated movement of people of all races saying,
enough. We do not consent to police being free to kill the very people that they are using tickets
to pay for policing, right? Black communities are by and large paying for the cops, paying for
policing, because we're getting the tickets written on us. We're get pulled over. We're the ones
who are subsidizing and funding the killing of our own families. And people of all races are
finally saying, this is the line and as I was saying, before we went to the great reporting on the
ground there, there are some police who are saying it too. I know talked to a lot of law
enforcement folks in the last several weeks. So have I, Nicolle, and even law enforcement people
that I have talked to are saying, we got to draw lines and ten police officers — 

WALLACE: Yeah.

REID: — drew a line with Derek Chauvin, and they said, this is too much and I think that's
important for public policy. 

WALLACE: It's — it's just been a remarkable three weeks. 

REID: They testified against him.

WALLACE: Joy Reid, I know — no, it's been a remarkable three weeks. I know you have been
covering it. I know you have to go and prepare for your broadcast but I want to say, along with
being one of the most important voices on our network, one of the most important voices right
now in this moment, so thank you for carving out time to be part of this coverage, my friend. 

REID: Thank you, my friend. Appreciate you.

(....)
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WALLACE: Claire, through no design or desire of their own, America has gotten to know the
Floyd family. The President talked about his daughter, who he met the day before the funeral for
George Floyd. Just talk about this family and how they have channeled an extraordinary strength
during unimaginable grief and they have been a constant, constant source of calling for peaceful
protests and calm in the streets of their hometown. 

CLAIRE MCCASKILL: As this family opened their arms very wide and shared their grief, today
they opened their arms wide and had a chance to embrace justice and that's a very special
moment for this family and we need to remember, and in a nod to Jason, and some of the things
he said right after the verdict was announced, you know, justice won this battle today, but I do
think this trial and everything it represents has made us all realize that this is a war that we are
fighting for justice and for equality in our criminal justice system in this country, and there are
more battles to be fought and more battles to be won, but today, there was justice. And Brian's
right. I think he can get up to 40 years in prison for a murder two conviction in Minnesota if my
memory serves me correctly about the Minnesota statutes. So, now there will be pressure on the
sentencing and how long will the sentence be, but he was not only convicted of the most serious
crime charged, but the lesser includes long with it and I think that was a very important thing to
have happen to begin to rebuild the trust, just to begin. I know we're a long way from there, but
to begin to rebuild the trust.

WALLACE: And Claire, we — I just want to tell our viewers what's been on the screen. Anyone
who watched all of the days of testimony would recognize George Floyd’s girlfriend in the red
shirt there. She testified to their struggle with addiction. She was there participating in a prayer
service while you were talking. Claire, Jason did sort of set the tone for all these conversations
about the work that remains ahead, and I would expect that to be especially in light of the day, as
you're saying, that justice had, that would be some of the substance of the president's remarks. Is
that a safe assumption? 

MCCASKILL: I think it is. And there are several messages that go out today. I hope there's a
message, and I relate to that white man that we interviewed that said, you know, I didn't realize
the kind of privilege I enjoyed until it was laid bare throughout this process. I relate to that, but I
do think the message was also sent today to police officers across the country. Yes, yes, you can
be convicted of murder, of using your authority in a way that kills people without justification. I
think that's also a very important message to go out, because believe me, every police officer in
America was watching this trial, and they all heard those verdicts loud and clear. 

(....)
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WALLACE: Eddie, I keep thinking about a conversation you and I had weeks ago about Darnella



Frazier, who was 17-year-old eyewitness to George Floyd's killing. She was there — just
happened to be there. She ‘s the one who filmed the bystander video. She took her nine-year-old
cousin out for snacks, but when I listen to Keith Ellison and the prosecutors talk about the case
they made, they were given some extraordinary human experiences by the eyewitnesses
themselves. 

EDDIE GLAUDE: Right and if it wasn't for Darnella Frazier pulling out her phone, videotaping
the death of George Floyd and uploading it on her Facebook page, would we be here? That's a
key point. And so I just want to lift her up. I also want to say that, you know, my stomach has
been in knots. I have been telling you this, Nicolle. This is — this is a moment of relief, but it’s
an inaugural moment. It’s a beginning. It’s not an end. I’ve said before that justice is not a —
justice is a practice. It is not an end and, so, we need to understand —

WALLACE: Yeah.

GLAUDE: — that we are in this moment of transition to change the very nature of policing. The
last part I would make quickly is we have been preparing —

WALLACE: Please.

GLAUDE: — for the violence of protests. Now we need to prepare for the reaction of the police.
We were prepared for the protesters and what they might do if the verdict came down in a way
that they were not satisfied. Now we need to be mindful of what it means that we're seeing these
tetonic plates shift in the very ways in which policing is happening in the country.


