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CONGRESSWOMAN MAXINE WATERS (D-CA): And so, of course, I'm criticized all the
time, and of course the Republicans make a target of me, but as you know, I am passionate on
these issues having lived with them so long, having seen so much injustice. And so, I'm delighted
that we have the verdict that we got today. I could not believe it, but it is absolutely true and I'm
looking forward to elected officials using their influence and their power and for our city council
people who have the budgets of these police who have been intimidated by these police unions
seeing that it is possible to do right, do what is right, and to honor, you know, the community by
not just rolling over because they're intimidated by the police union and afraid that they won't get
elected. You've got that budget, you give them their raises, you're responsible for their benefits,
give them all that overtime pay. Now, it’s time to use that power. And so, I'm pleased that I feel
strong enough and able enough to go out with the young people to say Aunty Maxine is here, and
I support you, and I want you to be activists. I'm so sorry that it causes pain often types with my
colleagues. Many times, they're in these districts where they're frightened, where they have a lot
of racism, where they still haven't moved to the point that they can have a decent conversation
about these issues, and sometimes it's very difficult for them, but they stood up with me today.

REID: Yeah.

WATERS: They put me out for censure because of my visit to Minneapolis, and my colleagues
stood with me, and voted to table the motion that was put up to censure me because the
Republicans love it use me as a target. They raise money on my backs. That’s that Maxine
Waters, that black woman, who is so uppity, someone we can't control. You have to make sure I
have enough money to keep her from getting reelected and I keep getting reelected and these
poor people, many of them retirees that keep giving them their money, they don't seem to
understand they're not going to get me out of office. I'm here until I decide to retire. 

JOY REID: You know, and Congresswoman, you mentioned the Republican fight. I mean, I
think that the women who founded the black lives matter hash tag are also familiar with being
black women who are not under control and therefore are targeted on a routine basis. You know,
the big fight that I think your Republican colleagues are avoiding or at least not talking about
because you're right — they’re focused on you. They tried to censure you. They did not succeed
in that today, but there is an actual piece of legislation that is moving through the Congress that
could actually take the — the — you know, the victory for the family of George Floyd today and
put laws on the books that could actually help to prevent the next George Floyd from dying in the
way that he did. Can you talk a little bit about the George Floyd Act and whether or not you
believe that that is something that now has more momentum because of this verdict because tt
doesn't appear that at least Republicans are eager to be a part of that conversation. 

WATERS: Well, you're absolutely correct and it is not easy. You would think, you know, having
experienced what we have experienced and so many millions of people saw George Floyd being



murdered on the sidewalk. I mean, this was a very public event. You would think that we would
have even Republicans on the most conservative side who would say this is too much. Even
though I support the police, and I think that they shouldn't be challenged in their work, they know
what they're doing, but something's wrong with this, something’s wrong with what we have seen,
what we have witnessed would be ready to come forward now and change and say we do have to
reign in the rogue cops. We have to make sure that they're not a part of our police departments,
and they don't keep getting rehired over and over again in various jurisdictions, after they commit
crimes in another district. But no, it’s not that easy 

REID: Yeah.

WATERS: And it's not going to be that easy passed out of this bill in the United States senate.
That is why I say to the young people, you’ve to keep your activism up. It's not going to go away
because elected officials sit and think, well, let me see, this is wrong, I've got to take care of this.
Often times, we're too safe in what we do, and we don't want to make any waves. And so, that's
why it's so important to have activism, and that's what the civil rights movement was all about. It
was about activism. It was about confrontation. As a matter of fact, I went back and did some
research on Martin Luther King. He had a project called Project C, and you know what that was
for? Project confrontation. Confrontation. And a lot of people see that as bad, and turned my
words into violence. It's not about violence. Martin Luther King was about nonviolence. I am
nonviolent. When they take words like confrontation, which certainly confrontation was used in
the sit-ins for the civil rights legislation, the marches, the prayers, all of that’s confrontation, and
so we have got to make sure that we continue to define who we are, what we do, what we care
about, and not be so intimidated. We're afraid to move. The young people want to see their elders
stand up. They want to feel loved and protected and they're out there now, and they have joined
in with Black Lives Matters and other organizations. They're telling us we're here to help get
justice for all of us. We have no future unless you are on this case, unless you are dealing with
the injustices that have taken place that we are confronted with. And so, I'm so pleased about this
verdict today. And no matter the criticism that I get, no matter the judge who even went off, you
know, about Maxine Waters, that's all right by me. I will continue to do what I think is in the best
interest of our people. I will continue to speak truth to power, and I will continue to be an activist
legislator. So I want to thank you for all of the attention that you've given to this, and the
President being on your program tonight expressing his views about George Floyd and I want
you to know I was worried about Daunte Wright, the 20-year-old that got killed, when I went to
Minneapolis, I took his mother and father to dinner and they relaxed and we had a great time, and
they said this was the only moment since this had happened that they were able to laugh and
enjoy and so that's who I am. That's what I do and that's what we all must do. We must all see
that we have a role in helping to bring about justice in this country. We have a role to ensure that
the people can expect to live in a real democracy, with respect for the constitution, and respect
for each other. So here we are. 

REID: Cong —

WATERS: As someone said to me today, I'm not just celebrating, I'm relieved. 



REID: Yeah.

WATERS: That's how I feel, too, I'm relieved. Thank you, Joy. 

REID: — well, Congresswoman, I think they call that good trouble.

WATERS: Good trouble.

REID: And we appreciate that you — that you — that’s exactly right — that you do not back
down, that you continue to fight for what you believe in, and this was a good day for the family
of George Floyd. Congresswoman Maxine Waters, appreciate you being here with us this
evening. Thank you so much. Have a great evening.

(....)
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REID: Last question before I let you go and I hate to even bring this up and make you have to
deal with this once again. But Congressman Jim Jordan decided to try to have a go at you today.
He didn't do very well as one should known if they tried you. But he did try you today. And you
made the point that he and his colleagues on the Republican side love to talk about police when
they want to use them for their own political purposes. You did see Republicans today attempt to
censure Congresswoman Maxine Waters, you know, who has been an advocate against police
violence since the '90s or even before that. But they don't seem eager to jump on the George
Floyd bill, to help pass that bill. Do you think, first of all, the George Floyd bill will get through
the House? Do you think there will be any Republican support for it, and what do you think the
chances of it becoming law are, you know, pragmatically? 

CONGRESSWOMAN VAL DEMINGS (D-FL): Well, Joy, I think today is a major day in U.S.
history with this verdict, but we do have to ask ourselves what's next. The what's next is to get
the George Floyd policing justice act passed. Is it perfect? Absolutely not, but that is the next
step. We need to get that legislation passed and then bring the community and the police working
together so that the police can do a better job. And so, you know, when I listened to Jim Jordan
today, he who loves to use the police as a political pawn, but he who has not been there for law
enforcement when they really needed had his voice, what I heard today, Joy, was a person who
has no real agenda, they have no real plan to put forth to the American people so they continue to
try to distract Congress and distract the American people with their foolishness. So today, I just
was not having his hypocrisy and their hypocrisy. 

REID: Today? Apparently, I'm from Florida, I know who you are, so you don't generally have
time for foolishness.


