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JOY REID: You last night were tweeting about someone who is being already, but, but, there's
all kind of dots after her murder, and this is Ma’Kiyah Bryant, where — where people are already
flipping from, “I have compassion to George Floyd's family” to, “yeah, but that one? She — she
deserved to die.” 

BRITTANY COOPER: That's right. 

REID: “You know, she — she deserved to die.”

COOPER: That's right. 

REID: I just want to let you talk about that. 

COOPER: You know, look, the argument for our movements has never been that black people
have to be perfect in order for them to deserve dignity, for us to have good policing, for us to be
viewed with humanity, for cops to take a breath before they literally get out of the car, guns
blazing. So that's the first, right. That this is never what the argument for the movement for black
lives has been is that you just get to kill black people, particularly when they're not being perfect.
I think about how perfect, as Reverend Sharpton just said, the prosecution had to be in order to
get the conviction for George Floyd. It had to be impeccable. They had to leave no stone
unturned and if that is the standard, then no black person is really, truly going to be safe if we
cannot be having a bad day, if we cannot defend ourselves when we think we are going to get
jumped, if we call the cops and they can't show up and tell who the victim is and who the
perpetrators are and they can't use their training to adjudicate regular, old, everyday community
cop league. But beyond all of that, what are we going to do the way we don't understand black
girls as girls? Ma’Kiyah Bryant was a child like Tamir Rice was a child and the way she has been
talked about as this, you know, because she was a big girl — right — and people see her as the
aggressor of they don't see her humanity. They adultified her. We turn black girls into grown
women before they even are even able to vote and unable to see them as children. And so, I have
watched folks across the political spectrum really defend this and say — and empathize with the
officer, say that he didn't have any other set of choices. What are we training police to do if they
are not actually showing up on the scene and making the situation better for all involved? If you
can't figure out how to de-escalate a 16-year-old even with a kitchen knife when you’ve got a gun
and you're a grown man, you shouldn't be a cop. That’s just it.

REID: Let me play Ma’Kiyah Bryant's mom. This is her birth mother, Paula — Paula Bryant and
she was asked what she thought her daughter was up to. Take a listen. 

PAULA BRYANT: Ma’Kiyah was a sweet little girl. She didn't deserve what happened to her.
Something happened that should not have happened. She was, you know — she must have been



scared, scared for — I mean something was wrong with that picture. 

REID: And you know, Philip, we don't know the details of what happened beforehand, but I am
bothered no one is asking what could have scared a 16-year-old girl enough that she felt she had
to grab a kitchen knife, facing two adult women, right? 

COOPER: Come on. 

REID: People are just — no one is asking, what would have scared a kid who is in a foster
situation so much that she felt she needed to defend herself or pick up a knife? Like, no one’s
asking that about her. They're just saying, people with this sort of concern trolling, pretending
they care so much about the other two women. And Brittany pointed that out on social media last
night. Do we really think those people are so concerned about those other two black women?
Your thoughts, Philip. 

PHILLIP ATIBA GOFF: It is as if they only want to provide context that would allow it to be
damning for a black child, right? So when we see something that's awful, where law enforcement
are executing someone, all I hear is, “well, we don't know what happened before the video
started.” Like, you know what happened before the video started? We had a whole bunch of
policies that made it okay to defund medical attention, to defund schools, to defund housing
assistance, and now you want to talk about the three minutes beforehand that allow you to
demonize somebody's character? So absolutely we don't know the specifics of this — this
particular incident, but, as you said, it is not like someone in foster care has never had a bad
experience before. I'm — I’m tired of folks talking about, well, what else do you want the officer
to do instead of talking about, well, how else can we imagine a society so a 16-year-old girl
doesn't have to be dead. Can we — can we just be there? A 16-year-old black girl doesn't need to
be dead. She didn't need to be scared. She didn't need to be in a situation where she felt like she
was engaged in potentially protecting herself, right? We can imagine a situation like that, then we
can imagine ourselves holding the police accountable.

REID: Here is the thing, Rev. The thing is that, by definition if police are being called, then
something has taken place that is either criminal, right, or is either frightening to someone in the
community. And that's whether the person is white or black. So don't give me the, you know,
police didn't have a choice. If they're being called to a situation where they believe a crime is
committed, that's true whether the person is white or black. But we have seen police tussle with
and beg white defendants who even have a gun, who even have a knife, because in that case too
somebody was called because something was criminal, and they seem to have figured out an
alternative to killing that person. Kyle Rittenhouse, the police knew he just shot two people.
They knew he was behind it. 

AL SHARPTON: Kyle —

REID: They figured out something else to do.

SHARPTON: — Kyle — Kyle — Rittenhouse is the best example. Here’s a man who had killed



two people and was armed and they were able to take him, full health and no bodily harm at all.
When you look at the data, that is why we are challenging the U.S. Senate. The data shows that
they handle whites that are violent, that are criminal, that have even in many ways threatened the
bodily harm on police, and they don't kill them. Why is it for any excuse at all they end up doing
this when they're black or brown? It is something that we cannot tolerate. It is something that we
have to deal with as the civil rights issue of today. We need the federal government to step in and
start acting like they promised. We stood up and voted as a community in unprecedented
numbers and put Democrats in the White House, in the Senate and in the House. Now it is time
for you to return our investment of protecting our lives against bad cops. We’re not saying all
cops are bad, but stop acting like all blacks are bad and out of control and the only thing you can
do is execute them before a trial and a jury. 

REID: Very quickly, we have a little bit of time left. I want to let Phillip and then Brittany. We
have another case, a guy named Andrew Brown Jr. Again, police coming to serve a warrant. He
gets in his car, he drives away. There's supposedly a fleeing felon rule that you're not supposed to
be able to shoot someone unless they pose an imminent danger. They still shot him. We don't
know the details of that. You work with these police departments. Do — do police understanding
the fleeing felon rule because running away and driving away seem to be fatal activities for black
people when it comes to police. 

GOFF: I will tell you that the police departments where we have worked, they understand the
fleeing felon rule, they’ve been taught that. They also understand you need to kneel on
somebody's neck for more than nine minutes before you're going to get convicted of murder,
right? So they understand the letter and the spirit of the law. And so if we don't have actual
accountability for folks who literally are shooting people in the back — and by the way,
endangering folks in that community because you don't always hit a car, and if you hit the car you
might hit somebody else along the way. So when that’s happening, if we don't have consequences
there, then we will continue to see it again and again and again. And I hear what the Rev is
saying. We need federal action. We also need to be supporting the local communities, because a
lot of policing, it’s state and local. That means the organizers and activists in local communities
who are demanding change, need to be supported, right? And the folks stepping out there, the
elected mayors and city councils need to be supported as they do something that's different than
what we are done historically. 

REID: Yeah. Brittany, two second, last word. Very quick. 

COOPER: Fight for — fight for black girls. Black girls matter, and when we build a world that is
safe for black girls, we build a world safe for all of our communities. And that’s not just in
Ma’Kiyah Bryant's name. It’s in Darnella Frazier's name, too. 

REID: Yes, amen.

GOFF: Yes.

REID: Amen. Amen.



REID: Reverend Al Sharpton, thank you so much all the time. Brittany Cooper. Phillip Atiba
Goff, you guys are great. Thank you very much. Up next on The ReidOut, the rather sick
Republican response to the police in crisis in America make protesting a crime and hand out
legal protections to drivers who run over protesters with their cars! Seriously. Plus, Stacey
Abrams joins me after taking her fight against voter suppression right to the Senate Judiciary
Committee and shutting down Republican senators like John Kennedy. Plus, the definition of
progressives Democrats are thinking big on issues like voting rights, D.C. statehood and the
environment while Republicans are fighting to turn back the clock to the bad, old days in
America.


