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DARLENE SUPERVILLE: On the other news of the day, what is the President’s reaction to
Governor Cuomo stepping down and did anyone in the White House reach out to the governor
and sort of nudge him to leave office?

JEN PSAKI: Well, first let me say the President made clear his views last week. And those stand.
Our view is that this is a story about these courageous women who came forward, told their
stories, shared their stories, and the — a — an investigation overseen by the attorney general that
of course concluded today in an outcome that the President called for just last week. I know a
number of you have asked whether the President has talked to the attorney general since this
report came out, the answer is no. Whether we had a heads up on this announcement today, the
answer is no.

PETER ALEXANDER: You said the attorney general.

ED O’KEEFE: The New York attorney —

PSAKI: I’m sorry. The governor. Yes.

SUPERVILLE: Can I finish?

PSAKI: Yes. [TO ALEXANDER] Thank you for that clarification.

SUPERVILLE: Any plans for the President to now reach out to talk to the governor now that he
has announced that he’s going to step down?

PSAKI: No plans that I’m aware of, no.

SUPERVILLE: How ticked is the White House that he chose today, infrastructure day, to make
the announcement?

PSAKI: Well, Darlene, what I can assure you of is that the American people across the country
who are commuting back and forth to work, driving their kids to camp, worried about whether
their kids have access to clean drinking water, focused on whether schools are going to have the
resources they need are most focused on the fact that 69 members of the Senate, 19 Republicans
joined the Democratic caucus to take an important step forward. That’s my bet in terms of what
people are talking about at home.

(....)

1:02:23 p.m.



6 minutes and 15 seconds

PETER ALEXANDER: I want to ask you about infrastructure in a second. So, on the news on
COVID and Delta right now, Governor DeSantis in Florida, as you know, is now threatening to
withhold salaries of school board members and superintendents in districts who do not comply
with his order outlawing mask mandates at schools. What’s the White House’s take on that?

PSAKI: Well, I do want to call out the — the courage and the boldness of a number of leaders in
Florida, including in Miami Dade County. People who are stepping up to do the right thing, to
protect students and keep schools safe and open. We are continuing to look for ways, to go back
to your question, Peter, to — for the U.S. government to support districts and schools as they try
to follow the science, do the right thing, and save lives. I would not what is publicly available
and knowable is that the American Rescue Plan funds that were distributed to Florida to provide
assistance to schools have not yet been distributed from the state level. So, the question is, why
not? And those can be used to cover expenses that come up in this period of time. They’re federal
funds, and they’re under federal discretion. So, they just need to be distributed to these schools.
We’re looking into what’s possible.

ALEXANDER: So, in simple terms, what does the White House say directly to Governor
DeSantis about this — about this threatened punishment?

PSAKI: Well, we would say what we have said from the beginning, Peter, which is that if you’re
not interested in following the public health guidelines to protect the lives of people in your state,
to give parents some comfort as they’re sending their kids to school, schools are opening in
Florida this week I know, in many parts of Florida, then get out of the way and let public
officials, let local officials do their job to keep students safe. This is serious, and we’re talking
about people’s lives, and we know based on public health guidelines that even though kids under
a certain age are not yet eligible, masks can have a huge impact.

ALEXANDER: Couple followups on the Cuomo news that just happened. We saw the President
arrive only moments before the announcement. Did the President watch the announcement, or
who informed him?

PSAKI: The President was meeting with members of his senior team, talking about the vote in
the Senate today and preparing to deliver remarks. So, I don’t have any information on who made
him specifically aware.

ALEXANDER: Has he spoken to the soon to be governor, Kathy Hochul yet?

PSAKI: Not yet.

ALEXANDER: And what message does the White House have, given that this is also a historic
day, the first female governor of the state of New York?

PSAKI: Well, certainly we look forward to working with her and with a range of New York



officials, and continuing to deliver relief to the people of New York, as we work to fight the
pandemic, put people back to work, and show people government can work for them.

ALEXANDER: Is 14 days soon enough for him to depart?

PSAKI: I think I’m going to leave our comments at what we’ve made. Go ahead.

PETER DOOCY: Thanks Jen. First about immigration, The Washington Post’s editorial board
wrote, after looking at everything happening at the border, that “the administration has driven a
policy whose incoherence has yielded pressure at the border that may cost Democrats control of
one or both houses of Congress.” Is there any plan to try to do something different down there?

PSAKI: Well, let me give you an overview — a short overview I promise, of some of the steps
that we’re taking, some of them that have been newly implemented over the last week or two,
and I know there’s been a lot of news going on. So, there are number of — one is steps we are
continuing to take under Title 42. Lateral flights, which is a newer step that we have started to
take, which is moving migrants from one part of the border to another, where there might be
more processing capability or facility capacity to expel migrants under Title 42. There are some
higher traffic areas, that is one step we just started taking recently. We’ve also started initiating,
as of last week, as of last Friday, expulsion flights into Mexico. The Department of Homeland
Security has started transferring certain families expelled under Title 42 by plane to the interior
of Mexico. This is in order to attempt to cut down on recidivism and further spread of the Delta
variant. Finally, the last piece that we’ve started implementing more recently is expedited
removal, with the exception of unaccompanied minors, as you will know, it’s currently U.S.
policy to expel families and individuals under Title 42 when possible, however under a variety of
reasons that is not always possible. And that’s why expediential removal comes in. It allows an
emigration official, generally a CPB official, to determine if a migrant is seeking protection or
has an intent of applying for asylum. If they do, of course they would go through the process. If
they do not, this would allow for removal on a more rapid basis.

DOOCY: Thank you. And then about the votes in Congress and the next steps, a trillion for the
infrastructure, 3.5 trillion for the rent conciliation. Is anybody here concerned that all of this
government spending could lead to inflation?

PSAKI: Well, as you know, we take inflation incredibly seriously. It’s of course under the
purview of the federal reserve. I would note that when we’re talking about the budget
reconciliation process, there are payfors put forward including — including asking corporations
and the highest, wealthiest individuals to pay a bit more. Something broad swaths, the vast
majority of the American public supports. It’s also in our interest to help pay for these vital
investments, but I would note we take it seriously, we watch it closely. The Federal Reserve, who
has the purview has predicted or put out a forecast that we expect it to go up a bit this year.
We’ve long anticipated that, but to come back down to normal levels next year, and those are the
projections we follow.

DOOCY: And last one, you talk about these vital investments in the infrastructure package. If it



is so vital, then why is the President okay waiting to — for the House to take it up until
reconciliation is up? Why not just ask Speaker Pelosi, we need to do this, these bridges are
crumbling, people need clean drinking water now?

PSAKI: Well, these are vital because they are long overdue, and it’s important to modernize our
infrastructure and make sure kids have access to clean drinking water. It’s also designed as the
plan that would be implemented over the course of eight years. It wouldn’t be a huge injection
immediately into the economy, to go back to your prior question, and we are confidence and
comfortable with the strategic approach of Speaker Pelosi. The President of course looks forward
to signing each of these pieces of legislation into law.

(....)

1:08:57 p.m.
1 minute and 7 seconds

O’KEEFE: On the DeSantis Florida situation, you mentioned the relief money that’s heading to
Florida. Are you guys aware of any mechanism you could use to withhold federal funds from
Florida, if the governor keeps up this kind of activity?

PSAKI: Ah, I don’t have any announcements to preview today. Obviously we don’t want to hurt
the people of Florida. We want the people of Florida to continue doing what they’ve done, which
is to go out and get vaccinated, make sure they’re protecting themselves and their neighbors and
loved ones. What I was really speaking to at that point is the schools being under the threat and
their administrators of not getting pay, and certainly we’re looking into that and what — how we
could help address that.

O’KEEFE: So, you could — you are looking into a workaround, if need be, if the governor
withholds funds?

PSAKI: Well, again, it’s knowable that the — the American Rescue Plan school funds have not
been distributed to — across the state, to all the schools that would be eligible, but we’re
continuing to look into what our options are to help protect and help support these teachers and
administrators who are taking steps to protect the people in their communities.

(....)

1:11:12 p.m.
1 minute and 6 seconds

O’KEEFE: And ahead of Thursdays census data release, curious what the White House and your
party might be able to do to stop Republican state legislatures from drawing or redrawing lines in
ways that you guys were worried about. You obviously have the Presidential bully pulpit. You
currently have the congressional majority, but you don’t control a lot of the state houses where
most of these lines are going to be redrawn. So how is the White House, the Democratic Party



thinking about this fight to come?

PSAKI: You are right, the census will be releasing data used by many states for redistricting on
Thursday, so two days from now. I will say that the career experts at the Census Bureau, who did
this data have taken the time needed to produce the high quality statistics that the public expects
and deserves. We obviously haven’t seen the data they are releasing, so we aren’t going to weigh
in further at this point in time. Certainly, the President has also at the same time express
concerned about gerrymandering and about steps taken that reduce our democracy or democratic
values across the country. But I expect we’ll have more to say when the data comes out on
Thursday.

(....)

1:17:25 p.m.
5 minutes and 8 seconds

ANNIE LINSKEY: And I just wanted to follow up on questions by my colleagues, Peter
Alexander and Ed O’Keefe —

PSAKI: Sure.

LINSKEY: — on COVID and Florida in particular. When you were talking about federal funds
being used in some way to affect an outcome with the state school districts, can you describe
whether you’re talking about sort of paying these funds directly to the school districts, or you’re
talking about withholding funds? Like what is sort of the flow of funding and what is the amount
that we’re talking about?

PSAKI: Sure. I don’t have it in front of me how much Florida was allocated through the
American Rescue Plan. I’m sure we can get you that number, but that — in the American Rescue
Plan allocation or in the — in the guidelines for parameters, for how that money could be spent,
certainly paying for salaries is a part of that, or it could be a part of that and could cover those
needs for these officials. And now that money would have to be distributed, but the Department
of Education is looking at options. I’m not making a threat of withholding — certainly, we don’t
want to hurt the people of Florida, but we’re looking at a range of options to support the public
health officials, the leader, the teachers, and officials who are trying to protect students and their
communities.

LINSKEY: And just quickly, is this limited to Florida, or are there other states and school
districts where there are similar dynamics at play?

PSAKI: I’m sure we can check on where allocation has been distributed or not. Obviously, it’s
only a handful of states that are putting in place measures that make it more difficult for
education leaders, leaders in the education field, to protect students and their communities. So it
doesn’t apply necessarily nationally because of that, fortunately, but I’m sure we can look at the
data state to state. Go ahead.



ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS: Quick question following up on the border. There was a filing
yesterday in the Flores settlement that described “shockingly deplorable conditions.” This is at
emergency shelters at two facilities in Texas. I do realize one of them is under investigation —
that being Fort Bliss — but given that there’s another one in, I believe it’s Pecos, Texas, the
administration’s strategy was framed early on to move kids out into HHS facilities — into these
various facilities that are emergency shelters. That’s what we were told over and over again when
we saw those high numbers in CBP facilities. So given that these very shelters, the ones that the
administration wanted to move kids into out of CBP facilities, are now being described as
shockingly deplorable, what’s now the strategy to both improve conditions, but also move those
minors out of CBP facilities at a faster rate?

PSAKI: Well, that’s always our objective. Both of those is always our objective, and the mission
of HHS is to safely care for unaccompanied children until they can be unified with a parent or a
vetted sponsor. We want to do that as quickly as possible. We also don’t want to put kids in the
hands of people who are not vetted, so there is a balance there. I will say that we are continuously
working to improve the conditions and services required to safely care for children. So currently,
I know we’ve talked about one of these facilities and the IG investigation, which we’ve been
supporting and we have been participating in, and a number of the conditions have been
improved at that facility. In the Pecos site, it has — now — has an onsite clinic with various
medical services, including pediatricians, nurses, mental health professionals, physician
assistants, is compliant with the required ratio of medical and clinical staff to unaccompanied
children. The children receive educational and recreational activities, including reading, art,
indoor and outdoor games, journaling, and dance, and children at Pecos also have access to
provided laundry service, calls to homes, appointments with legal and counseling. And currently,
the children at the intake site at Pecos meet with a case manager weekly. We are continuing to
assess and make sure children are treated with — humanely, treated with care, and kept safe until
we can connect them with their families or a vetted individual to care for them further.

KANNO-YOUNGS: Given all of that, I mean, is the administration satisfied with conditions
specifically at Pecos, or would it support a similar investigation that’s going on into Fort Bliss?

PSAKI: Well, that would be up to the internal — inspector general. Again, we remain committed
to continuing to improve conditions where there are any concerns arise, and we will continue to
do that at this site and any other where they arise.

KANNO-YOUNGS: Just one more. The administration — I mean, why — why haven’t we seen
a supplemental request at this point? I mean, capacity has been an issue now for what, six months
at the border? Is the administration considering that at this point, and do you still identify
capacity as an issue at the border?

PSAKI: Well, I think capacity issues we’ve made huge improvements on.

KANNO-YOUNGS: This is when we talk about beds at HHS facilities.

PSAKI: Correct. I know what you’re saying. We’ve made huge improvements, and when we’ve



had this conversation a couple of months ago, the conditions were different. I mean, people were
in the border patrol facilities for far too long. They were in these HHS facilities longer than we
wanted them to be in. I think if we assessed that additional funding would help us expedite any
aspect of the process, we would request those, but we also have some flexibility in the budget to
make sure we have the resources needed.

(....)

1:24:21 p.m.
49 seconds

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: What’s — what’s the White House guidance now on outdoor
events? We just had Lollapalooza in Chicago. There’ll be others. So what should people do?
Should they be masking in outdoor events? Is there a sort of a — a — a capacity past which
people should mask outdoors? And second, I just want to be clear. Are you encouraging school
districts in Florida and Texas specifically to resist the governors in those states and impose mask
mandates?

PSAKI: Well, we’re certainly encouraging any officials and local leaders to follow public health
guidelines to save lives. On the first step, it’s not White House guidance, it’s CDC guidance.
That has not changed, and they’ve put out pretty clear, detailed explanation on that, so I’d point
you to them.

(....)
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15 seconds

SUPERVILLE: What is your reaction to Governor Cuomo’s — his announcement that he’s
stepping down? You called on him to resign. Did you think he would?

BIDEN: I respect the governor’s decision and I — I respect the decision he made.

(....)

3:28:48 p.m.
52 seconds

ALEXANDER: Do you have presidential powers to intervene in states like Texas and Florida,
where they were banning mask mandates?

BIDEN: I — I don’t believe that I do thus far. We’re checking that. We — but there are, on
federal workforce I can. And I think that people just don’t understand seeing little kids, I mean



four or five, six years old in hospitals on ventilators and some of them passing, not many, but
some of them passing, it’s almost, I mean, it’s just, well, I should not characterize beyond that.

CUOMO: On — on Andrew Cuomo, his resignation. What impact, as the head of the party, what
impact does his resignation have on the Democratic Party?

CUOMO: I think the impact is all on Andrew Cuomo and his decision to make that judgment.
And I respect his decision.

(....)

3:33:13 p.m.
21 seconds

LINSKEY: Turning to the Delta variant a moment. I want to see if, in retrospect, do you think
your administration got enough mitigation measures in place early enough and whether you
should have, perhaps heeded some of the lessons from other countries that had data as early as
May and June, about how the variants spread?

(....)

3:37:03 p.m.
50 seconds

O’KEEFE: Ironically, one of the — one of the Democrats through the years that you spoke with
about infrastructure the most was Andrew Cuomo, who is resigning — announced he’s resigning
today. You had traveled New York with him when you were vice president to the launch of the
reconstruction of LaGuardia. He was someone who supported your campaign early on. I know
you called on him to resign. I know you condemn to the alleged behavior. But you’re someone
who spends a lot of time with mayors and governors. How would you assess his 10 and a half
years as governor of the state?

BIDEN: In terms of his personal behavior or what he’s done as a governor?

O’KEEFE: What he’s done as a governor.

BIDEN: Well, he’s done a hell of a job. I thought he’s done a hell of a job. And I mean both on
everything from access to voting, to infrastructure, to a whole range of things. That’s why it’s so
sad.

(....)

3:39:22 p.m.
51 seconds



KAITLAN COLLINS: Can I quickly follow up on your comment on Governor Cuomo? Can you
really say that he has done a, “hell of a job” if he’s accused of sexually harassing women on the
job?

BIDEN: Look, you asked two different questions. You asked the substantive, should he remain
as governor is one question. And women should be believed when they make accusations that are
able to, on the face of them, make sense, and investigate it, they’re investigated and the judgment
was made that what they said was correct. That’s one thing. The question is, did he do a good job
on infrastructure? That was the question. He did.

COLLINS: Well, the question was how did he do as a governor if he’s accused of sexually
harassing women?

BIDEN: No, the question was, correct me if I’m wrong.

O’KEEFE: About how was he as a governor, generally?

BIDEN: As a governor, generally, obviously.

O’KEEFE: Outside of his personal behavior.

BIDEN: Outside his personal behavior. Okay.

COLLINS: But can you separate the two since he was —

BIDEN: No, I’m not. I was asked a specific question. I’m trying to answer specific.


