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JOY REID: Plus, a former translator for the U.S. military in Afghanistan joins me on his
desperate effort to get his family out of Afghanistan amid the growing Republican backlash
against allowing Afghan refugees into the United States. 

(...)
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REID: For the past three days, the American media gaze has been fixed on Afghanistan and the
potential for terrorism to rear its ugly head again with the Taliban back in charge. We've heard
24/7 dissections of everything the Biden administration did or didn't do and all the factors going
into the withdrawal of U.S. troops and what it all means for Biden's political future and the future
of Afghanistan and of our country. It's been remarkable to see daily press conferences and
demands for oversight and constant information flowing out of Washington and the press. 

It sure is dramatically different, frankly, from how the country has approached the January 6th
insurrection, which was, to be clear, an attempt by domestic terrorists to take control of our
government to try to install Donald Trump as President against the will of the majority of voters,
80 million of them to be clear. It was literally homegrown terrorists attacking our democracy. Yet
to this day, the details remain elusive. Unlike with Afghanistan, there were no daily briefings
about what happened on January 6th and why. Republicans have refused to even investigate the
root causes of the assault. Some have even lionized the assailants and sided with them, even as
hundreds of cases are winding their way through the courts with very little fanfare. The lack of
attention feels odd, frankly, given the magnitude of the attack, the fact it happened live on TV,
and that it was the first attack on our Capitol since 1814. What's even more confounding and,
frankly, terrifying is that the threat isn't even close to being over. Months ago, FBI Director
Christopher Wray warned that violent domestic terrorism is a threat that is growing. And six days
ago, the Department of Homeland Security issued a warning about violence from extremists,
including people radicalized by Covid-19 conspiracy theories and conspiracy theories related to
the Big Lie. 

Well, today, those warnings came to life. Authorities say a North Carolina man drove a pickup
truck to the steps of the Library of Congress across the street from the capitol and threatened to
blow up two D.C. blocks. Police who responded to the scene saw what appeared to be a
detonator in his hand. For a time, he was live streaming, his ranting suggesting that President
Biden's election was illegitimate and offering to end his standoff if Biden resigned. He also
claimed that he was prepared to die for “the revolution,” and called on other so-called patriots to
join him. Capitol Hill police and Metropolitan Police Officers, the same police agencies who
were physically attacked in January by a pro-Trump lynch mob who chanted “hang Mike Pence”



and hunted Speaker Pelosi, spent hours negotiating with this would be bomber. The suspect,
identified as Floyd Rosenberry, surrendered willingly hours later. No viable explosives were
found, but possible bomb making materials were collected from the truck. Now, it's clear though,
after thousands of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol to try to overturn the 2020 election —
what’s clear is that terrorism remains a very clear and present danger. [INTRODUCES PANEL]

Malcolm, I want to read to you what the Department of Homeland Security issued in its national
terrorism advisory system bulletin. Here’s what it said: “Through the remainder of 2021, racially-
or ethnically-motivated violent extremists and anti-government/anti-authority violent extremeists
will remain a national threat priority for the United States. There are also continued, non-specific
calls for violence on multiple online platforms associated with [Domestic Violent Extremist]
ideologies on perceived election fraud and alleged reinstatement” of Trump “and responses to
anticipated restrictions related to the increasing Covid cases.” You've talked about that on this
show, that this is the threat we should be focused on. I — I take it what we saw today did not
surprise you, but what do you make of the fact that we have so backed off that concern just eight
months after the attack? 

MALCOLM NANCE: Well, it's absolutely amazing. Yeah, it's absolutely amazing that, you
know, while we're going through this peroxisome in Afghanistan on incompetence or — or lack
of planning, I mean, we had the same thing at the Capitol. You know, I — I just had this debate
recently on a major TV show with the Republicans supposed top intellectual where he denied
that there were 40,000 people at the Trump rally. And I said 40,000 people were at the rally, as
many as 10,000 marched on the building and as many as 2,000 fought and got their way into that
building. Complete denial about this. The biggest part of the Big Lie is phase two, right? This
denial strategy that they have. And believing that nothing happened. But like that funny meme
goes, right, they said it was Black Lives Matter, Antifa, and left-wing, you know, paid crisis
actors, but refused to investigate. That naturally led, by May, I started seeing an upswing back to
where people were quintupling down on armed revolution or quintupling down on reinstalling
Donald Trump into power. And as we're studying January 6th, you know, and I've said this
before on this show, we are headed into an insurgency that is going to be generational. These
people do not believe a word that is said in media. They get their own information sphere and
that creates lone wolf actors like we saw today and the next one may have a real viable weapon
system that he detonates. 

REID: And you know, Joyce, does it surprise you as it does me that, after the January 6th
insurrection, normally we would have, like, daily — what you would think we would have is
almost daily press conferences like the ones we're seeing about Afghanistan from the Capitol
Police, from the FBI. You know, if this had been a — a Muslim, you know, bunch — Muslims
that attacks us or if the people had been black, if they had anything other than the people who
attacked us, I don't see how we wouldn't have had daily press conferences every day, constant
hearings, constant information coming out. We're getting more information about what Biden
knew on Saturday about the Taliban than we've ever gotten about January 6th. Does that surprise
you as it does me? 

JOYCE VANCE: I think we have the same reaction, Joy, and the immediate aftermath of January



6th, I and many other former DOJ folks kept waiting for the establishment of a command post
and daily or twice daily or even three times daily briefings, sharing information because this is
what you typically see after far less significant incidents and perhaps far less significant is the
wrong way of characterizing them, but that's to say anything that approaches domestic terrorism.
So, for example, something that hits close to home for me, Eric Robert Rudolph, who set off a
string of bombs in Atlanta and Birmingham, Alabama in the Birmingham case killing a police
officer. Immediately, there was a command post and there were briefings given to the press three
and four times a day, around the clock, updating them. We never saw any of that in the aftermath
of January 6th and it was left to the acting U.S. Attorney in the District of Columbia in essence to
finally hold a press conference days later and be a sort of source of information. That sort of
treatment in the immediate aftermath of this incident I think has played a role in permitting it to
fade from the public conscience. That's not any blame to the Biden Justice Department. They
were obviously not in charge at that point, but it is now critically important the public leadership
from both sides of the political spectrum, instead of indulging whether they're lone wolves or
organized political insurgents, that there just be an absolute condemnation of this sort of conduct
and a reiteration of the fact that in America, we play political games at the voting box, not with
guns and with explosive devices. 

REID: And, you know, the only reason that we know who the Taliban are is because they
decided to back a terrorist group, al-Qaeda, right? They're an extreme, right-wing organization
that perverts, you know, the Islamic faith for power — for their own — to take power — for
power. Here in the United States, our extremists have a political party backing them. They have
the only other major political party backing them. There are only two major political parties. One
of them basically backs them, right? Let me show you this poll real quick, Malcolm. Whether our
people are concerned about extreme — domestic terrorism and foreign terrorism: Are you
concerned about terrorism, terrorist groups in the United States? Republicans, even Republicans,
57 percent are concerned about it. Democrats, 75 percent are concerned about it. But concern
about foreign terrorism. Well, Republicans are far more — they're a little less concerned about
that, but, you know, you can see that there is somewhat of a — of a — of a partisan difference,
but people are actually really concerned. Even Republicans are concerned about domestic
terrorism in the United States. Can you get me to understand why we have one political party that
has opted out of securing this nation from a lethal threat that the FBI, not some liberal
organization, but Chris Wray worked for Trump, right — he was Trump's FBI director, too —
says is a lethal threat to us. Can you — can you understand that? 

NANCE: Well, I can understand it in a sense that we should stop referring to the Republicans as
being like the Taliban. They're not. That is a unified, homogenous group. They're more like Shin
Fein, the political branch of the Irish — provisional Irish Republican Army and — who
represents their interests as they carried out the insurgency against Great Britain in the 1970s,
80s, until it was all settled in the 1990s. They view this as an opportunity to — to have a political
warfare in the houses of Congress, which will eventually start playing out in the streets. 

REID: Yeah. Well, the Taliban saw al-Qaeda as being useful to them, too. Just saying. Malcolm,
Joyce, thank you very much. Still ahead, the bewildering backlash on the — on the far — on the
right against our Afghan allies who now find themselves refugees from the Taliban with one



clueless Republican Senate candidate accusing President Biden of turning America into “a
refugee camp.”

(....)

7:34:59 p.m.
35 seconds

REID: Thousands of our Afghan allies remain in a state of purgatory tonight, not knowing if they
will make it out or face the deadly repercussions from the Taliban for having bravely supported
our men and women in uniform. And while we should be welcoming them with open arms for
putting their lives in danger to help keep us safe at home, they are instead facing attacks from
some on the American right who, as we've been telling you, are trying to spread fear that our
Afghan allies are dangerous, even calling them invaders. Earlier this week, I spoke with
Congresswoman Omar who, as a child, was a refugee herself from Somalia, about what those on
the right might actually be afraid of.

(....)
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CHRISTINA GREER: I mean, I think, sadly, the narrative of this nation of being a nation of
immigrants has never been true. We can look at how, you know, we have Chinese exclusion acts
dating back to the 1800s. We know how we treated the Irish, the Italians, the Jewish, the
Germans, the Japanese. I mean, when we think about Japanese internment camps, there were
Germans and Italians in there as well. So, when Tucker Carlson criticizes Ilhan Omar and, you
know, obviously signaling the refugees that will be arriving at our shores, is trying to scare his
base even more. These are people who didn't have any competition growing up, and now they’re,
as Omar stated, now you might have to earn something for yourself and don't be mad at me
because I worked and I'm still working to make this country better. And as James Baldwin has
said, we know to love America is to criticize America. The brochure of America has always been
very different from reality. We know that because of the genocide of — of Native American
peoples. We know of chattel slavery of African-Americans for hundreds of years. So this ideal of
America has never been a reality and we now have way more educated people who are speaking
about it in various corners of the world. Not just in classrooms such as myself, but in the halls of
Congress and that is what sort of the Tucker Carlsons of the world cannot stand. That's what you
and I get — lots of hate mail from people who cannot stand an educated black woman on
television and another educated black woman in the classroom. This is what they tell us to do and
when we go and do it, now we see we have a problem.

(....)
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REID [TO TIM MILLER]: And you know what? I am far more interested in how we get that
mission done that you just described than in knowing what Joe Biden knew from the CIA on
Saturday Like, I actually feel like the media has been more obsessed with, “how did Biden not
know the Taliban were terrible?” He knew they were terrible. Okay? We get it. We get it, media.
You're pissed off about that it didn't go smoothly like you were when they rolled out ObamaCare.
We get it. But I want to know, to what you want to know: how do we get them out of there?


