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NANCY CORDES: A Taliban spokesman has said that it would be a red line for the U.S. to keep
troops in Afghanistan past its own August 31st deadline. Are you engaged in talks with the
Taliban over extending that deadline, and how are those talks going?

(....)

2:34:19 p.m.
2 minutes and 18 seconds

CORDES: And has the President decided whether he is going to need more time beyond August
31st to get all U.S. personnel and Afghan people out of the country? 

JAKE SULLIVAN: As I said, the President believes we are making substantial progress. Dozens
of flights, thousands, now tens of thousands of people evacuated from the country. We believe
today will be an efficient and effective day, and tomorrow and the next day as well. And as I said,
he is taking this day by day and will make his determinations as we go. Yes? 

PHIL MATTINGLY: Just to follow up. Do you — does the administration think that they need
Taliban agreement to extend beyond August 31st? 

SULLIVAN: As I said, we are engaging with the Taliban, consulting with the Taliban on every
aspect of what's happening in Kabul right now. On what's happening at the airport, on how we
need to ensure that there is facilitated passage to the airport for American citizens, CIVs, third
country nationals, and so forth, we'll continue those conversations with them. Ultimately, it will
be the President's decision how this proceeds. No one else's. 

MATTINGLY: And just checking —

SULLIVAN: Yes.

BOB COSTANTINI: Jake, you said we have the wherewithal to get Americans out, but you
didn't — forgive me if I didn't get the quote right in your statement, but you didn't say that we
have the ability to get them out. You didn’t set a time frame, by August 31st. So, is that — 

SULLIVAN: As I've said before, as the president has said before, we believe that we have time
between now and the 31st to get out any American who wants to get out. Yes. 

AYESHA RASCOE: Yes. I wanted to ask, you said that — you have said multiple times and the
President has said that you could not leave Afghanistan without these chaotic scenes no matter
when you left, that would happen. I guess my question is, why didn't the administration prepare



the American public and say to the American public, there are going to be very chaotic scenes,
you are going to see — it's going to be rough. There's going to be a rough couple weeks before
this happens. Instead, you had the President saying, don't worry, we're not going to be, you know,
evacuating ambassadors or diplomats from the roof of the embassy. Don't worry about that. Why,
if he knew there would be chaos, did the administration not prepare the American public for the
chaos?

(....)

2:38:48 p.m.
23 seconds

STEVE HERMAN: Whether it's August 31st or shortly thereafter, it's clear that all of the eligible
Afghans who worked for U.S. forces and the U.S. government are not going to be able to get out.
For those watching, what do you say to them? What advice do you give? Should they try to get to
a third country on their own? Should they wait for some diplomatic solution?

(....)

2:39:39 p.m.
10 minutes and 36 seconds

PHILIP WEGMANN: The President has criticized his predecessor. He's criticized the Afghan
army, the Afghan government for all of their failures. One group that he hasn’t seemed to
criticize at length, though, is the Taliban. Why is that? And then also, why does the President
continue to say that the Taliban is facing an existential question about how they'll be viewed on
the world stage? I mean, they're going door-to-door, going after the families of these translators.
Don't they already know who they are? 

SULLIVAN: So, first, the President has been very clear about his views of the Taliban. You've
asked him repeatedly, “do you trust these guys?” And he has told you repeatedly, “no, I do not.”
Of course he does not. Of course none of us do because we've seen the horrific images from the
last time they were in power, because we've seen the way they've conducted this war, because
we've seen the fact that they have been responsible for the deaths of American men and women
through two decades of war, a war that the President was not prepared to continue for a third
decade. So, we have no illusions about the Taliban, and from our perspective, what we need to
do right now is focus on our task at hand, and our task is to get thousands and thousands of
people out of the country as safely and efficiently as possible. That is what we are doing and
what we believe that we can achieve.

PETER DOOCY: Thank you, Jake. So, Friday, the President said that we got rid of al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan. Sunday, the secretary of state said there is al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. So, are you
presenting the President with the full picture, or is he just misapplying the intelligence when he
makes these public statements?



SULLIVAN: The President was referring to al-Qaeda’s capability to attack the United States,
which the intelligence community tells us today is not present in Afghanistan. 

DOOCY: But — 

SULLIVAN: Today, it is not present in Afghanistan. What is present in Afghanistan, right now,
to our forces at the airport, is a serious threat from ISIS-K, which we're trying to deal with and, of
course, there's the possibility that al-Qaeda could reconstitute an external plotting capability in
Afghanistan. That's why you've heard from the President about the need for an over the horizon
capability that would allow the United States, working with partners, to continue to suppress the
terrorism threat in Afghanistan, from Al Qaeda or ISIS-K or anyone else. Just as we work to
suppress the terrorism threat from al-Qaeda and ISIS in Yemen, in Syria, in Somalia, in the
Islamic Magreb, in many other countries and let me just finish by saying, the President has been
clear that, from his perspective, American counterterrorism capabilities have evolved to the point
where we can suppress that terrorism threat without keeping thousands or tens of thousands of
troops on the ground in a country. We have proven that out in other countries, and that is exactly
what we intend to do in Afghanistan, and the President has spoken about the terrorism issue in
Afghanistan repeatedly on multiple occasions. Yes.

NOAH BIERMAN: Is — does the administration regret not moving quicker to evacuate more
Afghan civilians who worked with the United States? 

[SULLIVAN]

SEAN SULLIVAN: Jake, does the President intend to fire, reassign or ask for the resignation of
any White House personnel or administration officials who handled the situation in Afghanistan?

SULLIVAN: I have not heard him say so. It's, of course, your job to ask those kinds of questions.
It's my job just to keep doing what we're doing, which is, every day, trying to get as many people
out as possible.

STEPHANIE RAMOS: What if the U.S. can't get Americans and Afghan allies out of the
country by August 31st? What happens then if the Taliban says they are not willing to extend? Is
the U.S. going to abide by their red lines? 

SULLIVAN:  So, I'm not going to take this on as a hypothetical question. What I'm going to say
is what I said at the outset, which is, we're in touch with the Taliban daily. We're in touch with
our allies and partners. We're reviewing our progress in this particular operation, which we feel
has been substantial over the past few days, and the President will make his own determinations.
Yes.

AAMER MADHANI: Thanks, Jake. Can you say approximately the number or percentage-wise
the number of evacuees that are American citizens thus far? And then secondly, I know you don't
want to get deep into operational details, but the President's made clear that the area around the
airport, there's been an expansion in the safe zone. Does that mean American troops are operating



outside the perimeter of the airport? 

SULLIVAN: American troops are not operating outside the perimeter of the airport. What has
happened is through these military channels of communication with the Taliban, they have
extended the perimeter from the point of view of their checkpoints to allow Americans through,
to allow third country nationals through, to allow SIV holders through. That is what is happening
now, not right at the gate but rather a substantial distance away from the gate. I'm not going to get
into the precise details of those distances, but that is what he was referring to with respect to the
extension of the perimeter. On the question of relative ratios, the significant majority of those
coming out are Afghan evacuees but a the total number of Americans in-country was a relatively
limited number of folks, so in terms of the percentages, the substantial bulk of them are Afghan
evacuees but there also have been a few thousand Americans who have already been evacuated
and we're working on the rest now. Yes.

STEVEN PORTNOY: A few thousand? Do you have anything more specific? Are these people
traveling with passports or other kind of documentation and is that why you can't answer that
question more specifically? I mean, not traveling with documents.

SULLIVAN: Again, the reason we can't give you a precise number is because not every
American who comes into Afghanistan goes and puts themselves in a database at the U.S.
Embassy. They don't have to. Many of them choose not to. So, it's our responsibility to put out
the call to every means we know how, try to work through to get in contact with them and
ultimately build as credible a list as we can of folks who are holding those passports so that we
can bring them to the airport. 

PORTNOY: That was not my question. Not the number of Americans who are in Afghanistan
waiting to get out. How many Americans have you so far taking out? 

SULLIVAN: Oh, I see. We can get you the precise number on that. 

MICHAEL SHEAR: Jake, two things. One, just a clarification. You had said that all Americans
in Kabul who want to get out can get out. Did you mean Kabul or did you mean the entire
country? And — and second, one of the things that you all bragged about over the weekend was
the rapidity with which you guys negotiated over the last several days with third countries the
ability to bring flights in to, you know, to expand the number of places throughout Europe and
the Middle East. Why wasn't that done months ago? I mean, you yourself have just said, you
knew exactly that this chaos was going to erupt at some point. Why would there be the need to
negotiate on the fly with these countries if — couldn't that have been done before? 

[SULLIVAN]

SHEAR: The first question? The first question about — about Afghanistan versus just Kabul. 

SULLIVAN: Oh, I see. Yes, we are trying to get Americans out wherever they may be in
Afghanistan. Yes.



UNIDENTIFIED MALE REPORTER #1: A question on SIVs. How many SIV’s are being
brought to the United States? Is there a goal for how many you intend to bring to the United
States? What's the long term plan? And outside of adding a priority two designation, what else is
the administration doing to expedite the process of getting SIVs out of Afghanistan? 

(....)

2:50:46 p.m.
32 seconds

JOSH WINGROVE: Prime Minister Johnson has said that he will ask President Biden extend
that August 31st deadline? Did he make that ask in the call? And what will President Biden tell
Prime Minister Johnson if and when he does make that, either today or at the G-7 tomorrow? 

SULLIVAN: I'm not going to speak for Prime Minister Johnson or read out the precise details of
the call. All I'm going to say the President continues to consult with the prime minister and other
allies how the evacuation should proceed from here and he’ll ultimately make the decision. 

WINGROVE: You have no message to what he’ll say when Prime minister Johnson does ask?
Cause that is the reporting right now, that he PM is going to ask the President to do this.

(....)

2:51:38 p.m.
19 seconds

APRIL RYAN: Jake, I want to get into the weeds a little bit more on how this administration is
determining who is still left, what Americans are still left, and which ones? Cause, as you said,
there’s some people who did not de-register with the embassy. How is the administration trying
to determine who is there and who is not?

(....)

2:52:56 p.m.
16 seconds

RYAN: Well, what a minute. What about — what about the ones who don’t respond, Jake? What
about the ones who don’t respond? Are you matching it some kind of way to make sure they're
not incapacitated or — or captured or something like that? For those who didn't respond, are you
matching it up to make sure they're not there?

(....)

2:53:52 p.m.
22 seconds



RAQUEL KRÄHENBÜHL: Two questions. One on the communication with the Taliban, would
President Biden consider himself speaking with leaders of the Taliban? And the second question,
President Biden seems to be keeping the America first policy on Afghanistan. How you can say
that America is back on the global stage after seeing these scenes in Afghanistan and how do you
think the world is looking at the United States right now?

(....)

2:59:46 p.m. [via CBSN]
1 minute and 12 seconds

STEVE HOLLAND: Can you tell more about the G-7 meeting? 

JEN PSAKI: Sure.

HOLLAND: Are you expecting any specific agreement to come out of it? 

PSAKI: This is really a forum, as you know, Steve, to continue the discussion that these leaders
had just a few months ago when the president was on his first trip. We certainly know about the
desire to raise questions about the timeline. That’s not a surprise and the President is happy to
have that discussion. I am not, of course, going to get ahead of our national security advisor or
the President of the United States but it’s an opportunity to discuss not only our commitment to
getting American citizens out and our Afghan partners who have fought alongside us and many
of our allies over the last 20 years, but also to work with them to continue to get their citizens out
as well. So, expect the discussion will be around that but I don't know that I’m going to predict a
big announcement.

HOLLAND: Do you think they talk about imposing sanctions on the Taliban? Anything like
that?

PSAKI: Look, I don't think I have more to preview. There is a range of topics that G-7 members
can certainly raise. I know this President lightly touched on this yesterday but right now, our
focus day in and day out is on the operations and evacuating and relocating as many people out of
the country as we possibly can.

(....)

3:02:27 p.m.
22 seconds

RAMOS: We heard from the Pentagon that all refugees arriving in the U.S. from Afghanistan are
being Covid tested. Is the administration working on a plan to get them vaccinated? 

PSAKI: So, that is correct on the — on — they are being tested. And we are working through
offering vaccines and what that process will look like. I hope to have more of an update for you



on that for you in the next they were two.

(....)

3:03:06 p.m.
8 minutes and 21 seconds

DOOCY: There are Taliban fighters right now carrying American weapons. They are wearing
American fatigues. The full kit of gear.  How is that advancing America's national security
interests? 

PSAKI: Well, Peter, I think my national — or my colleague, Jake Sullivan, spoke to a version of
this last week but let me tell you — let me reiterate some of what he said. When the President
made this decision to bring our men and women home from Afghanistan who were serving, he
knew — made that decision not likely. He made that decision with a clear assessment from his
national security team about what the impacts could be. We have taken steps over the past few
months to retrograde materials, to bring materials home, to make them not available to the
Taliban. We have taken those steps with our military. But our — our choices at hand — the
President’s choices at hand were either to eclipse the Afghan national security forces with the
material the equipment and the weapons they needed to fight or not. He made the decision to
equip them with weapons to fight and we will continue to take steps to retrograde our materials
and equipment. 

DOOCY: But does the President have a sense that most of the criticism is not of leaving
Afghanistan, it’s the way that he has warranted it to happen, by pulling the troops before getting
out the Americans who are now stranded. Does he have a sense of that? 

PSAKI: First of all, it’s irresponsible to say Americans are stranded. They are not. We are
committed to being Americans who want to come home, home. We are in touch with them via
phone, via text, via email, via any way we can possibly reach Americans to get them home if they
want to return home.

DOOCY: There are no Americans stranded is the White House's official position on what is
happening in Afghanistan right now? 

PSAKI: I’m just calling you out for saying we are stranding Americans in Afghanistan when I
said — we have been very clear that we are not leaving Americans who want to return home. We
are going to bring them home. And I think that’s important for the American people to hear and
understand. 

DOOCY: Following up on what somebody asked Jake, the President likes to say “America is
back.” But his policies have Americans getting beat up by the Taliban and Afghans handing
babies over barbed wire fences. Is that what he meant when he said, “America is back?”

PSAKI: What the President meant is that we are going to continue to lead in the world, including



being the leaders and evacuating not just our Afghan partners, not just American citizens, but
now also our allies. And we have done that by evacuating approximately 42,000 people over the
last month. That is Americans leading. That is the men and women in our military leading on the
ground, securing the airport after the Afghans fleed [sic] and did not secure the airport, and
ensuring we are taking care of our partners as we promised to. Go ahead. 

KELLY O’DONNELL: More broadly, the President was asked about the pulling. I’m going to
ask you about that.

PSAKI: Sure.

O’DONNELL: Would you acknowledge there had been a particularly challenging period for the
President? And there have been questions about his decision-making amongst some Americans
reflected in the polls. 

PSAKI: I would say that, as the President, said yesterday — let me try to answer your question
again. His focus right now is on taking the steps and making the decisions that he feels are in the
interest of our national security and the American people. And that may mean that there are
chaotic scenes. That may mean that there are people disapproving of his decisions. He
understands that and accept that but he also believes if you look at the work at his team and I
know this question was asked earlier, the test of competence and leadership is not about how you
operate on your best day, it’s how you operate when the chips are down, when things are
difficult, when you need to adapt and make decisions. And that’s what we’ve seen over the last
week. That’s what we’ve seen the men and women in the military do. That’s what we’ve seen
our national security team do. A week ago — just over a week ago, we did not have control over
the airport. Now we have evacuated 35 — 37,000 people. That is American leadership and that is
certainly competence of his team. Certainly, we understand that people are seeing chaotic photos,
but he continues to believe that this was a decision that only the commander-in-chief is — is able
to make and one he had to make for our long-term national security interests. 

O’DONNELL: Knowing there’s about a week or so until the deadline, do you anticipate that the
risk to American troops, American citizens, and Afghans will increase? Will there be more —

PSAKI: You mean on the ground, Kelly? 

O’DONNELL: — yes. Will there be more desperation knowing that the number of flights out
may be dwindling? And if so, how do you adjust for that in terms of preparation? 

PSAKI: Well, I would say that security on the ground is risky and volatile and we are not naive
about that. We are clear eyed about that. And that’s certainly a factor as the president is
considering the August 31 question and the timeline. It is also a factor of the fact that we have
expedited, over the last 24 to 48 hours, our flights and the number of people we have been able to
evacuate. And his objective is continuing to focus each day, asking detailed questions about how
many more people we can get out each day because that is — that is a real issue. And that’s one
of the reasons — as — and Jake talked about this a little bit earlier, that we continue to adjust



and to take operational steps as it relates to the perimeter of the airport, and how it relates to how
we are engaging with American citizens and our Afghan partners about how and when they
should come to the airport as well. 

NANCY CORDES: Jake mentioned he’d be able to get us a breakdown of the number of people
who were being evacuated who were Americans and the number who are Afghans. But that is
something that reporters have been asking for and not getting for several days. Do you have those
numbers? And if not, when can we expect to see them? 

PSAKI: I understand the question. I know that my colleague John Kirby said a few thousand
Americans had been evacuated earlier today. As Jake noted, the vast majority have been
Afghans, given the size of the population that we are moving out. And I am happy to also
follow-up after the briefing and see what information we can achieve. Go ahead.

PORTNOY: One of the other things that Jake Sullivan said in his opening remarks is that the
President looks forward to working with veterans, that the SIV applicants are integrated into
American society. AMVets and VoteVets, and a number of other groups have an open letter
today, urging a meeting the President. In their letter, they said that if the Afghan allies is are not
safely evacuated, it would condemn veterans and survivors of the conflict to a lifetime of moral
injury. One, does the president agree with that assessment? And two, will the president meet with
these veterans? 

PSAKI: Let me just say we have been in regular contact with a wide range of veterans groups on
Afghanistan and we will continue to be and we’re in touch with the organizers of these letters to
arrange the meeting with senior White House officials to discuss this letter. The VA is also
working with VSOs and outside advocates on how to assist SIV applicants, which I know is a
primary concern to a number of these groups, as it is to us. And the President, as you know, has
the utmost respect for people who have served, as being a father himself of someone who had
served. And he — he knows how determined veterans of our military are to make sure the
Afghan allies who risk their lives to help our troops are evacuated to safety. I would also note
that one of the things the President has noted to many of us over the past couple of days is that as
he thought about making this decision, one of the moments or several moments that has stuck
with him is that many of you covered him as Vice President know this, but he spent every
Christmas Day at Walter Reed sitting with Gold Star families and sitting with men and women
who had been injured in Afghanistan. Those are veterans too. Those families — are families of
veterans. Some of those families lost people and he was not going to send another generation to
fight a war that the Afghans were not going to fight themselves. But I will tell you we have been
in touch and we will continue to be in touch and I can assure you that the President will look for
opportunities to discuss and engage with veterans groups soon. 

(....)

3:12:48 p.m.
38 seconds



RASCOE: Do you have any update — this week is supposed to be the end of the 90 day review
—

PSAKI: Yeah.

RASCOE: — into the origins of the coronavirus. Do you have any update on when that report
will be released? What can we expect to see it publicly? 

PSAKI: Sure. It’s actually tomorrow, just to mark your calendars. I know Peter is especially
excited about it. I would say that it typically takes a couple of days, if not longer, to put together
an unclassified version to present publicly. And obviously, the President would be briefed first
on any findings. I don't have an exact date for you but I expect it will be several days — a couple
to several days after tomorrow.

(....)

3:14:05 p.m.
1 minute and 21 seconds

SULLIVAN: And then on Afghanistan, a broader question — does the President see any
substantive differences between the Taliban leadership that exists right now in the regime that
existed two decades ago?

PSAKI: I don't think we are in a position to make any assessment on the front at this point in
time. I would just reiterate this is not about trust. This is not about providing validity for anyone.
Our focus right now is on working to get American citizens, our Afghan partners, working with
our allies to get them out of the country. Part of that has been eight discussion with the Taliban
about individuals moving safely to the airport. That is what the focus for engagement has been.
Go ahead.

JOEY GARRISON: Yeah, Jen. Thanks. Just following up on the Covid-19 origin report. Is that
be released in full or could there be redactions following the process you were talking about on
classified documents? Just talk about that and what is the process in which the administration is
going to release this? Are you going to — I mean, is it just going to come out in an email or is
there someone you will do this? 

PSAKI: I would expect that there would be an unclassified version and sometimes that means
declassification. I can't assess that at this point in time because tomorrow is 90 days, not last
week. And then, we’d certainly would make you all aware of what the outcome is. I don't know
what format that will take at this point in time yet.

(....)

3:19:34 p.m.
54 seconds



CONSTANTINI: At the risk of there being a yes or no answer, is the President concerned about
being put on the spot with these pledges to get Americans out of Afghanistan by the 31st — all
those who want to get out of Afghanistan? Is he concerned about being put on the spot with this? 

PSAKI: By whom? 

CONSTANTINI: By just the general public opinion or whatever with these pledges from him,
from Jake, and others. Doesn't it put the President on the spot a little bit, don’t you think? 

PSAKI: The President believes it’s the responsibility of any President of the United States to
convey to any American that if they want to come home, we’re going to find a way to bring you
home. And that commitment does not end on the 31st. And he is absolutely focused every single
day. And I’ve been in a lot of these meetings on ensuring we are expediting our processing. We
are thinking creatively. We are adjusting operations as needed to get more Americans to the
airport and out of Kabul.

(....)

3:20:35 p.m.
2 minutes and 14 seconds

ANDREW RESTUCCIA: Jake mentioned that the U.S. would try to extract Americans who are
outside of Kabul and other parts of the country. Does that apply also to Afghan SIV applicants
who are also in that same situation, trapped in rural areas and they can’t make their way to Kabul
because the Taliban is — is controlling the roads? 

PSAKI: I don't have anything operational I can preview on that front. I can tell you that our
commitment to our Afghan partners is — is — is — has not wavering and we are going to do
anything we can to contact them directly, which is exactly what we’re also doing to figure out the
best way for them to safely get to the airport but I don't have anything more operationally to
preview for you.

RESTUCCIA: Just one quick follow — the last time you briefed, you are asked about the
number of SIV approved Afghans — 

PSAKI: Yep.

RESTUCCIA:  — who chose to stay in the country before the latest sort of chaos we have seen.
You said you would get back to us with an overall figure. Have — have you been able to dig that
up?

PSAKI: It’s really a number. And I understand — and I — that — your question. It’s really a
number the State Department has. And it’s —

[INAUDIBLE RESTUCCIA]



PSAKI: — okay, it’s not a program that me administered from here. I am happy to follow up on
that as well as Nancy’s questions and Kelly's questions about the numbers. 

RESTUCCIA: You said the President has said it publicly. Why — why can't you come up with
the numbers? [INAUDIBLE] 

PSAKI: Again, it’s a — it’s a program that is administered by the State Department and the
details of that are something that is under their purview. Go ahead.

NAZIRA KARIMI: Thank you. First of all, follow up as a nice discussion, actually not nice, very
tragic. I’m from Afghanistan. Everybody know — I don't have anything to say. Everybody knows
that — has enough people. 14,000 — around — at airport — outside the airport, No food, no
shelter. I know. Every single time, I get, like, 20, 30 phone calls, contacts. Everybody’s crying,
especially women, men. I know it’s difficult for the United States to — just as a woman, as a
[INAUDBILE], the Afghan people really trust you. They love you so much. And they have
expectations that the United States would never leave them alone but it happened. It happened.

INAUDIBLE REPORTER: Is there a question? Is there a question?

KARIMI: Just what’s your message? Do you have any message? Positive message? Because
women — and a lot of — are in an emotionally bad situation. I just need your message today.

(....)

3:23:28 p.m.
38 seconds

SEBASTIAN SMITH: This is related to Kelly's question about the polls and the political fallout.
Is the president concerned about the Afghan crisis causing a loss of momentum on all the other
things he’s been trying to do? It’s a pretty unique situation to have such an enormous domestic
crisis with the pandemic and a lot of people still not wanting to get vaccinated. Now, the Afghan
thing, which is naturally sucking up all the attention and effort and energy and his landmark piece
of legislation, which is now hanging in the air? Can you just describe — give us a little bit of
overview of the bandwidth that you have — or that he has for — I’m sure he wasn’t expecting to
be here, back in the summer of freedom?


