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ED O’KEEFE: On Afghanistan, is there any sense of if and how many Americans might’ve left
today? Is there even a way to track that for U.S. government at this point?

JEN PSAKI: Well, I will say we remain in touch through a range of means of communication: e-
mail, text, WhatsApp. That’s something that we could certainly do from here, but also having a
presence in Doha and diplomats in the region will enable that to happen locally or close by as
well. I don’t have an update for you on the numbers, but that’s something the State Department
would have the best assessment of.

O’KEEFE: We have asked and we’ve talked a little bit about the President’s mood over the last
few days, or his, you know, his sense of all of this. A few of us observed he seemed angry at the
beginning of the speech today. Who’s he mad at?

PSAKI: I would say — I’ll give you a different assessment of what I saw, which is that he gave a
forceful assessment, laid out a forceful case to the American people as to why it was time to wind
down a 20-year war that has led to the loss of thousands of lives and in his view, and I think he
made a firm case of this, it’s not in our national security interest to be on the ground anymore.

(....)

4:29:37 p.m.
3 minutes and 38 seconds

STEPHANIE RAMOS: So we heard from the National Security Advisor, Jake Sullivan this
morning on Good Morning America. He’s mentioned that 90 percent of those on the ground there
in Afghanistan and a small number who remain, they have reached out, they got out, you know,
as many people as — as they could. Is the administration essentially placing blame on Americans
who could not get to the airport in time?

PSAKI: Well, I think what the President stated clearly, and I know that Jake Sullivan has stated
clearly, and our Secretary of State has stated clearly is that our commitment remains. There is not
an end to our commitment to American citizens who are in Afghanistan, who want to leave.
That’s the same for any country in the world for American citizens who want to leave and want
to come home to the United States. It’s also important for people to note and understand what the
process has been and what we’ve undergone over the past few months and that’s what the
President laid out and we think it’s still important for the American people here in the United
States to understand that.

RAMOS: One on al-Qaeda. So we heard from the President two months ago saying that one of
the main reasons to go into this war was to get al-Qaeda. We have heard that Osama Bin Laden’s



security chief has reportedly returned to Afghanistan and has been seen in public. Do you still
believe, or does the administration believe that Al Qaeda is no longer a threat to America and
given the ISIS attacks that we’ve seen in the last week, how confident is the administration that
Afghanistan isn’t already a safe haven for terrorists?

PSAKI: Well, I think first there is a very big difference between terrorists’ ability to attack U.S
troops in Kabul and to attack the homeland and we do not assess that any terrorist group on the
ground has the ability to attack the homeland in the United States. It is incumbent upon the
President, the national security team, to prevent that from ever being the case. But there is a very
big difference between those two.

JUSTIN SINK: I know that the military obviously recommended to the President, or at least you
said they recommended to the President that it would be best to leave — keep that August 31st
deadline, but the President himself, you know, in his interview with ABC News said that if
there’s American citizens left, “we’re going to stay until we get them all out.” I think the
President explained his rationale for leaving a hundred plus Americans behind. But can you talk
about why he allowed this credibility on this issue to sort of go out the door on making a flat
promise and then not keeping it?

PSAKI: Well, first I would say that the President remains committed to getting every American
citizen who wants to get out out. That’s — that’s an enduring commitment, one that will not
change and one we’re going to focus on every single day. I would also note that over the course
of the last two weeks, we have seen a terrorist attack that took the lives of 13 of our service
members and there was an — and part of our assessment always is going to be the risks, a risk
assessment. So, I think the question was, do you leave 6,000 service members as there are
heightening threats, heightening risks every single day, or do you work through a diplomatic
process and efforts to ensure that we will have the ability to get these American citizens out?
That’s the assessment we made.

SINK: Well, I mean, after that terror attack you and he made clear that you weren’t going to let
the terrorists sort of dictate the timeline, so I —

PSAKI: And we didn’t, and we’ve evacuated tens of thousands of people since then.

SINK: — I guess, can you — was it a mistake for the President to promise that we would remain
until everybody left the country?

PSAKI: We are going to get every American citizen out. That has not changed.

(....)

4:34:36 p.m.
1 minute and 27 seconds

JACQUI HEINRICH: Some of the Gold Star families have criticized the President — President’s



conduct at the dignified transfer. There was a father of one Marine who said that the President
appeared to be checking his watch every time a black-draped transfer case came out of a plane,
and a sister of another Marine said that it felt like a fake and scripted apology. Was the President
looking at his watch? And does he have a message to those people who felt that they were
offended?

PSAKI: Well, I would say his message to all of the family members who were there, those who
were not even in attendance, is that he is grateful to their sons and daughters, the sacrifice they
made to the country, that he knows firsthand what it’s like to lose a child, and the fact that no one
can tell you anything or say anything, or there’s no words that are going to fill that hole that is
left by that. He’s not going to speak to, and I’m not going to speak to the private conversations.
Of course, they have the right to convey whatever they would like. But I will tell you from
spending a lot of time with him over the past couple of days, that he was deeply impacted by
these family members who he met over — just two days ago, that he talks about them frequently
in meetings and the incredible service and sacrifice of their sons and daughters. That is not going
to change their suffering, but I wanted to convey that still.

(....)

4:37:04 p.m.
4 minutes and 40 seconds

SHANNON PETTYPIECE: But to get back real quick to this lever — this issue of leverage and
understand the U.S. plans to use that leverage for safe passage. But what specifically does the
U.S. also want to see from the Taliban that they would use that leverage to get? You mentioned
human rights or women’s rights. Will the U.S. use its leverage if, for example, the Taliban
doesn’t allow girls to go to school or appears to be violating basic women’s rights?

PSAKI: I think the President said that in his speech.

PETTYPIECE: Okay. So, things like access to the global marketplace would be contingent on
girls being able to go to school, women’s — fundamental women’s rights?

PSAKI: I’m not here to outline specific parameters for you, but what I can tell you broadly is that
human rights, women’s rights are certainly what the United States and also the global community
will be looking at.

PETTYPIECE: And I know the President also said in his speech, that that assumption about how
long the Afghan government would hold on, how long the military would be able to hold on. He
acknowledged that that was a failed assumption. Who was responsible for that assumption. Is the
President frustrated with his team at all for having made that false assumption?

PSAKI: We don’t have the luxury of being frustrated. Our focus right now is on continuing to
move forward on our diplomatic efforts and continuing to do everything we can to get our
Afghan partners and American citizens out and to get Afghans who have fought by our side



safely settled in the United States and third countries around the world. Go ahead.

PETTYPIECE: Was that like a military assumption though, or was that an assumption coming
from the intelligence community about —

PSAKI: I don’t think anyone assessed that they would collapse as quickly as they did, anyone,
anyone in this room, anyone in the region, anyone anywhere in the world. If you have anyone
who did, I’d be surprised. Go ahead.

TARINI PARTI: Thanks Jen. The Afghan interpreter who help to rescue then-Senator Joe Biden
when he was stranded 13 years ago in Afghanistan is now in hiding. He told The Wall Street
Journal, “Hello, Mr. President. Save me in my family. Don’t forget me.” What’s your response
to him? And why is he in other Afghan allies like him still in the country if the President
believes, as he said today, that the mission was an extraordinary success.

PSAKI: Well, I would say first our message to him is thank you for fighting by our side for the
last 20 years. Thank you for the role you played in helping a number of my favorite people out of
a snow storm and for all of the work you did. And our commitment is enduring, not just to
American citizens, but to our Afghan partners who have fought by our side and our efforts and
our focus right now is, as you heard General McKenzie say, and others say over the last 24 hours,
is to the diplomatic phase. We will get you out. We will honor your service and we’re committed
to doing exactly that. Go ahead.

FRANCO ORDOÑEZ: Thanks so much, Jen. Just to build on some things my colleagues were
saying. President Biden said, Americans who were given multiple chances to leave, dating back
several months. But things, as you just noted, changed dramatically in the last few weeks. My
question is how many of those families said they wanted to stay in Afghanistan in the last few
weeks, two, three weeks? And is it really fair to say — for the President to say that they didn’t
leave when they had the chance? As you just mentioned, no one expected the collapse as
happened. And the President himself, for months, was publicly saying that the Taliban would not
be running things and also that this exit would be safe and organized.

PSAKI: Well, I would say first that no one is placing blame here. I think it’s important for people
to understand though what the process has been. And while there are between 100 and 200
American citizens who have not yet departed, we have also evacuated more than 5,500 American
citizens and their family members and 115,000 other people from Afghanistan. So more than
120,000 people made their way to the airport or was able to evacuate from the country. It is also
very understandable and I want to be very clear here, the vast majority, if not everyone, though
the State Department who would have to speak to this, who is still there are dual citizens who
have lived their entire lives in Afghanistan. This is about — I know this is hard for people to
understand who grew up and live here. This is where they’ve lived. This is where their family
members are. This is their communities. Maybe they own shops. Maybe they are — have 50
family members or 20 family members. This is not an easy decision to leave. We understand that.
And what the President is saying is, if you decide to leave next week, if you decided two days
ago and we couldn’t get you out, we’re going to get you out and that’s what his commitment is.



(....)

4:48:11 p.m.
47 seconds

KAREN TRAVERS: You heard the President say today that he remains committed to getting
those Americans out. You said that commitment remains. You said it’s an enduring commitment.
You talked about the risk assessment that’s been underway over the last couple of days or weeks,
but it was less than two weeks ago when the President told ABC, “Yes,” when he was asked,
“Are you committed to making sure troops stay until every American who wants to get out, gets
out?” He said, “yes.” So obviously, situations have changed, the threat increases, as you’ve said,
but why should those Americans believe that this commitment is enduring, when 13 days ago,
that commitment changed?

PSAKI: Because he’s evacuated 5,500 American citizens and their family members and 120,000
total people over the last two weeks, nearly all of them since that time.

(....)

4:53:21 p.m.
21 seconds

RACHEL SUTHERLAND: The President said there’s no deadline to get the remaining
Americans who want to leave out of Afghanistan, but is there an acceptable timeline for the
President for them coming home?

PSAKI: Well, I would say Rachel, if someone decides in a year they want to leave Afghanistan,
we’re going to help them leave. If somebody is now ready to, we’re going to help them leave as
quickly as possible, so I think that’s what he was conveying.

(....)

4:56:46 p.m.
1 minute and 13 seconds

YAMICHE ALCINDOR: My question: The President said that the U.S. should learn from its
mistakes in the past. Does the President have any mistakes that he thinks he made during this
withdrawal in Afghanistan that he wants to learn from?

PSAKI: Well, I would say, I think the President’s been pretty clear that we all had an expectation
that the Afghan national security forces would fight harder in the end, would fight against the
Taliban. We all had an expectation that President Ghani would not flee the country. Those were
not expectations that were clearly met, so you can spend a lot of time looking in the rear view
mirror. What our focus now on is — is on now is moving forward on our diplomatic effort,
settling Afghan refugees, SIV applicants, and others who are coming to the United States, doing



that in a very thorough and clear way, and also getting them settled in communities. That’s what
our focus has to be on.

ALCINDOR: So, the lesson then be that he shouldn’t have made those assumptions about the
Afghanist [sic] — Afghan government, is that the lesson for him then?

PSAKI: I think most people made that assumption, but I don’t have any more for you.

ALCINDOR: I only ask that because he said that the U.S. can learn from their mistakes. But if
there’s —

PSAKI: Right and he laid out clearly what he thinks they are over the past 20 years.

(....)

4:59:08 p.m. - 5:00:14
2 minute and 7 seconds

PHILIP WEGMANN: Yesterday, I asked about The Washington Post story that reported that the
Taliban offered the United States control of Kabul and instead, the United States had focused on
the airport. Have you been able to review that report and is it accurate?

PSAKI: Well, I’m not going to speak to private conversations, but what I will tell you is that it
obviously required the deployment of 6,000 U.S. military forces to secure the airport, given the
Afghan National Security Forces collapsed from that protection. Our objective has never been,
and the Presidents been very clear about this, having a military presence to control Kabul. So,
that’s never been our objective.

WEGMANN: And then, you’ve talked about how our commitment remains to these Americans
and you talked about how we’re switching from a military effort to a diplomatic effort. For the
Americans who are currently in hiding and who very much want to come home, not the other set,
what is the administration’s message to them? Should they try and head to the border? Should
they try and book a flight out of there? Or should they remain in hiding — and hope that the
diplomacy kicks in?

PSAKI: Well, I would just note that we are in touch with a number of these Americans. Not
every one, perhaps, but we are in touch — we may be — we are in touch with as many of them
who we can make contact with through a range of means, that continues and what our focus is on
now, and we’ll have day-by-day updates and this is a very fair and good question is, “How can
we ensure operationally that there are a range of options for people to be able to depart?” Some
of that may be over land, over borders, some of that may be through airplanes and so, we’re
working again with the Qataris and the Turks on that. We’re working to get the civilian side of
the airport operational. But those are all pieces we’re focused on.

WEGMANN: Is the administration preparing for worst case scenario, in some circumstances,



hostage situations?

PSAKI: Look, our focus right now is on making clear to the Taliban and to others in Afghanistan
that we are going to get these Americans citizens out, that we are going to hold them to that
account and that’s our focus.


