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STEPHANIE RAMOS: And then one on Afghanistan. There is some reporting that we’d like to
confirm regarding a call in June — in July, rather between President Biden and former
Afghanistan President Ghani, one that both leaders appeared completely unaware that the Taliban
would take over and secondly, that they discussed plans to project that Afghan forces were still in
control?  Can you — is that accurate? Can you tell us more about that? 

JEN PSAKI: Well, I’m not going to get into private, diplomatic conversations or leaked
transcripts of phone calls but what I can reiterate for that is that we have stated many times that
no one anticipated — the vast majority, I should — there may have been individuals in agencies,
so I don’t want to eliminate that option, but our national security team and no one in Congress,
or, I would say, most people out in the public anticipated that the Taliban will be able to take
over the country as quickly as they did. Or that the Afghan National Security Forces would fold
as quickly as they did. So, even the content of the reporting is consistent with what we've said
many times publicly. I’ll also note something the president said in his press conference around
the same time of this reported phone call: “The Afghan government and leadership has to come
together. They clearly have the capacity to sustain the government in place. The question is, will
they generate the kind of cohesion to do it?” And what the President conveyed publicly and
certainly privately as well as — repeatedly to Afghan leaders, as did our national security
officials, it's important that the leaders in Afghanistan do exactly that: Lead and show the country
they are ready to continue the fight against the Taliban, that they have the will for the Afghan
National Security Forces to continue that fight even as our U.S. forces leave. 

RAMOS: But did the President, at that point in time, have some sort of — a perception that even
the former president of Afghanistan did not have that confidence in the Afghan forces? Is that
why he was pushing Ghani to — to be more stern and to be confident? 

PSAKI: The President has consistently conveyed — and I just noted an example publicly, that
the Afghan leadership at the time needed to do exactly that: Lead. They needed to come together
in a cohesive manner. They need to be united. They needed to show the country and the Afghan
people they were going to fight and they were going to lead through this transition even as U.S.
forces left. That is entirely consistent with what he said publicly throughout. [TO ED O’KEEFE]
Go ahead.

ED O’KEEFE: Thank you, Jen. One question on Afghanistan and one on Covid as well. We — a
few colleagues of mine have determined that there’s roughly 17,000 Afghan refugees at military
installations in five states here as of — as of Tuesday while another 40,000 remain at bases
overseas. I'm curious, how many of those Afghan evacuees have other countries committed to
resettling or what is the status of those ongoing conversations? And will the U.S. resettle — or
otherwise, will the U.S. resettle all of those 40,000 here in the United States?



PSAKI: Well, not to refute the reporting of your colleagues but just to note, the secretary of
defense just confirmed it's about 20,000 who have come i9nto United States, at a briefing earlier
this afternoon. There is capacity and we are working towards capacity at our military bases FOR
up to 50,000. And Again, this is not a place where people would live. This is a place where
people would go --- they would receive medical care and assistance and get connected with
refugee resettlement organizations that are — play a vital role as refugees come to our country
from wherever they come around the world. We are also working with third countries on what
their capacities are. I can’t give you an exact breakdown now. It's a very important question. But
that's exactly what our Department of Homeland Security --- what our diplomatic team will be
working through in the coming days and I’m certain they will be providing updates as we have
that established.

O’KEEFE: You’ve talked a little bit about this. Others have as well, but there are of course
concerns among lawmakers, experts who’ve tracked who say, in previous arrivals of large
numbers of refugees from different parts of the world, undoubtedly, that may be a handful —
small handful who are eventually deemed a security risk of sometime. What reassurances can you
give about the screening process and the attempts to make sure that somebody like that doesn't
make it his or her way here? 

PSAKI: I can absolutely assure you that no one is coming into the United States of America who
has not been through a thorough screening and background check process. And there are many
individuals, as you noted, who have not been through that process and they have gone to lily pad
countries as the process has been completed. It doesn't mean that’s because there’s a flag. It
means they haven't completed their paperwork and we are working to save tens of thousands of
people, hence we evacuated them to these third countries. 

(....)

3:01:20 p.m.
6 minutes and 1 second

JACQUI HEINRICH: It’s been now a couple of days since U.S. troops left Afghanistan. I
understand you have continued to say the mission will continue to bring people home through
diplomatic and other ways. Yesterday, you guys at the White House didn’t have an answer on
whether any Americans or refugees had made it out. Is there an answer today?

PSAKI: Again, this is an operation that’s being overseen by our State Department from a
diplomatic front. They have a briefing today. If there are updates to provide, they will provide
them. But what we are working through and what we knew would not necessarily be operational
the day after our departure are a couple of steps. One is how we can get the airports operational
again. We’re working with the Qataris, the Turks and others who are being partners in this effort.
The civilian side of the airport had a lot of destruction to it, and we need to make repairs in
partnership with them so we can get airports and airplanes, I should say, up and running. That
will have a huge impact once that is up and operational. The other piece is over-land efforts. Now
some of this is there are — there are steps as we have seen over the course of the last few weeks,



where individual American citizens are able to depart without conveying that they have departed
yet, so what we are doing is we are tracking and staying in contact with all of the American
citizens we are aware of on what our plans are, what the progress is and what the — as we have
updates on the timeline for when they can be able to depart.

HEINRICH: Is there sort of a timeframe where if there isn’t an update from the State Department
there might be a course correction? I asked them today if they had any updated numbers and
nobody’s gotten back to me. I understand the briefings coming up, but is there a timeframe where
you guys will readjust?

PSAKI: A course correction in what way?

HEINRICH: In terms of, if we cannot say, for whatever reason, how many people have been able
to leave since the U.S. forces withdrew and we’re not able to measure that or we’re not able to
publicly release that, is there a plan to do something else so that that movement can happen?

PSAKI: Today is September 1st, we ended our presence in Afghanistan yesterday— or on the
31st, in Afghanistan. What we said at the time, and remains the case, is that we are focused on
operationally moving forward on a number of fronts. There’s the diplomatic front, we have more
than half of the countries in the world who have agreed that the expectation we are going to press
upon the Taliban is that people will be able to freely move, depart the country. There was a UN
Security Council Resolution signed, or passed I should say, just two days ago. And now we were
operationally working on both airplanes so that can depart, or getting the airport up and
operational, and over-land departures. At the same time, we are in touch with every American
citizen we have contact with about our efforts and our commitment to get them out of the
country. I’m not sure what a course correction would look like. That is what our efforts are at this
point in time, 36 hours after, or just about two days after our last planes depart.

HEINRICH: And we’re hearing about some journalists who were left behind. Fox confirmed that
a number of journalists working for U.S. Agency for Global Media, a federally funded agency of
Congress, including Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty journalists were left behind. And
we’re now also hearing from some senior State Department officials that there were constraints
getting people through the gates at HKIA, that some of the communication methods to contact
people were available to so many that they were instantly ubiquitous, that those priority groups
could not get through. Was that a contingency that was planned for?

PSAKI: Well, Jacqui, I think it’s important to remember again, 120,000 people made it out of the
airport and out of the country and our commitment to people who want to evacuate, want to
leave, American citizens, journalists, Afghan partners who have stood by our side is enduring
and remains. I know there’s been some reporting on this, so let me give you just a couple of
examples, because now we can talk about this, of some of the ways that we worked to get
American citizens out. One, the most used method was the muster point or what we called the
muster point. The State Department would blast notifications through a variety of channels to
American citizens telling them to meet at a specific location from which we would either bus
them into the airport in convoys or escort people on foot. We offered multiple opportunities for



each of these muster points at various times, each with multiple transits to the airport. The
majority of American citizens who got out were evacuated exactly this way. We also talk people
through, one-on-one, walking into the airport with State Department officials on the phone — on
the other end of the phone, the whole time facilitating safe passage, past checkpoints. This was
incredibly labor intensive, but effective at resolving problems on the ground one by one in
challenging environments. In limited cases, and some of this was reported, where people were
trapped or in immediate danger, U.S. security forces went beyond the wire. Sometimes you have
a helicopter to pick people up safely. We didn’t talk about these much — these “helo-hops” at
the time because they were dangerous missions. We didn’t want to create the expectation that
we’d be sending a helicopter for everyone who wanted to leave Afghanistan. So, I note those
because I think it’s important to understand the steps and the roles that our U.S. military on the
ground took far beyond just checking people off on a list at the gate to ensure we could get
American citizens, our Afghan partners and others out, and we will continue those efforts
through other means. I just —

HEINRICH: One follow-up on Ghani. I just want to put a pin in that report. Was the President in
any way pushing a false narrative in that call with the Afghan President?

PSAKI: I think it’s pretty clear, again, I’m not going to go into details of a private conversation.
But what we saw over the course of the last few months is a collapse in leadership and that was
happening even before Ghani left the country. What the President has conveyed repeatedly,
privately and publicly, is you need to stand up and lead your country and that’s something he said
at a press conference in July, in a public forum as well.

(....)

3:08:23 p.m.
2 minutes and 11 seconds

MIKE MEMOLI: Ron Klain, obviously the Chief of Staff said last night, “I don’t know if we
will ever recognize their government as the legitimate government of Afghanistan.” You’ve
talked a lot about the pieces of — points of leverage that the U.S. holds over the Taliban, is that
one of the points of leverage recognized within the Taliban? Is that something that’s even under
consideration?

PSAKI: There’s no rush to recognition from the United States or any country we have spoken
with around the world. It will be very dependent on their behavior and whether they deliver on
what the expectations are of the global community.

MEMOLI: And then quickly on abortion. We’ve seen in a number of states, Republican-led
states, an effort on voting rights, for instance, to pass similar legislation throughout the country
on voting rights. What’s the level of concern at the White House that the decision on Texas
specifically will lead to a similar wrath of laws across the country? And what is the recourse for
the White House at a federal level to help prevent this?



PSAKI: Well, the step that can be taken is for the codification of Roe, something the President
and the Vice President have called for and would require Congress to act on. I will note that
certainly we’ve seen, this is not the first threat to Roe we’ve seen in a state across the country.
It’s an extreme threat and again, I would just note this is offering up to $10,000 to individuals
who report someone who is going to get an abortion. I mean, that is what we’re talking about
here. So — and — and beyond that, as I’ve already outlined. So, yes, of course, it’s of great
concern and, of course, it’s of great concern because this is not the first time that there have been
efforts by some in the country to prevent a woman from having the right to choose. Go ahead.

STEVEN PORTNOY: Quick follow-up on the discussion about leverage. Is there no concern
here at the White House that China could actively try to undermine the U.S. leverage that it has
with the Taliban and particularly providing the kind of access to the global marketplace you
talked about yesterday?

PSAKI: Well, first I would say that China doesn’t have that capacity on their own and that there
is — there are more than 100 countries, a UN Security Council Resolution, China did abstain
from but they didn’t vote against that calls on, presses the Taliban to allow for safe passage of
people in the country and those who want to leave Afghanistan, so, you know, China is going to
have to think about what role they want to be seen as in the world in this moment as well.

(....)

3:22:53 p.m.
38 seconds

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER #1: President Biden will be 79 years old on November 20th.
During the campaign, there was talk about how old he is and how he would not be able to survive
at the White House, especially in time of crisis, but we’ve seen him during this crisis, the COVID
crisis, the hurricane crisis, the Afghanistan crisis. Do you think that people should — those who
called him Sleepy Joe should apologize to him?

PSAKI: I don’t think we’re looking for an apology. I think we’re looking for allowing the
President to continue to adjust — address multiple crises at a time, which is exactly what he’s
been doing over the past few weeks.

(....)

3:23:34 p.m.
1 minute and 25 seconds

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER #2: To come back to Texas again, so on one of those specifics,
advocates are calling for the administration to lift restrictions on the abortion pill as more states,
as was mentioned, are expected to follow Texas’s lead. Is the administration going to do that?

PSAKI: I think that’s a decision that would be made by FDA, no? So that would be a decision



made by FDA.

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER #2: So that’s still working through the process?

PSAKI: FDA is an indepen — is an agency that makes their own decisions.

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER #2: I have one more.

PSAKI: Oh go ahead.

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER #2: This has prompted many Democrats to look back at whether
the Supreme Court should be reshaped. Has the president’s position changed on that, on
expanding the Court?

PSAKI: As you know, there’s an ongoing Court reform committee that has been meeting. It’s a
diverse group. They’re considering a range of issues and topics, including what the future of the
Court looks like. I think the President will wait for that process to complete before making any
evaluations. Go ahead, Karen.

KAREN TRAVERS: And to follow some of these, are steps that the administration is taking
right now to work with Congress, to advance legislation. You know, you’re saying the President
will continue to call for the codification of Roe, but is there something that this White House is
actually doing right now on the Hill?

PSAKI: Well, it requires members of Congress themselves to voting to codify, right? But of
course, in the range of conversations we have from senior leaders in the White House, there’s no
question that this is a topic and will be a topic given the ruling or given the news this morning
and these conversations with members and their staff.


