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JOY REID: This is a President who has decided if it's going to be war, it's going to be war
against the vaccine and any governors who stand in his way. Talk about the thinking behind this
much more aggressive posture that we saw from the President today. 

YAMICHE ALCINDOR: President Biden is fed up, and this speech was about telling people you
are now put on notice. The phase of carrots and free beers and all the different things people that
were getting to get vaccinated and hundreds of dollars, the President is now saying, if you don't
get vaccinated, not only are you putting the country at risk but you yourself are going to face dire
consequences. The announcements that he made today affect 100 million Americans and
two-thirds of American workers, so if you're someone who thinks this isn't going to touch your
life, President Biden is saying it's getting personal, I'm coming for you. The President today was
also very clear. He pushed back, as you said, forcefully against Republicans and also took down
some of the — the — the arguments that we've heard from people who don't want to get
vaccinated including this is my personal choice. He said this is not about freedom. This is not
about personal choice. This is about the fact that you need to be taking care of your fellow
Americans, the patriotic thing to do, the humane thing to do is to get vaccinated. I also thought
that it was important for the President to say we've been patient with y'all. We've been patient
with folks. The patience is now wearing thin and we are in a new phase where people need to get
it together. And in some ways, I think this really underscores that President Biden wanted to be
as aggressive as possible today because you're starting to see more children in hospitals with
Covid-19, you're starting to see people die over and over again who are saying over and over
again, “I wish I would have gotten vaccinated.” So this was the President really, I think, going
after people and saying whether it's out of ignorance or out of politics, now is the time to stop
playing games with the vaccine to get your life together.

(....)
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REID: So states are acting, you know, in one way in blue states and, Elie, in a very different way
in red states. Here is the list of governors who are freaking out about what they heard the
President say today. It's the usual suspects. Brian Kemp in Georgia, Kristi Noem in South
Dakota, Kim Reynolds in Iowa. You can go on and on and on. The usual suspects. We haven't
seen DeSantis weigh in yet but he's probably busy dealing with the — what is it — six or seven
lawsuits he's already lost trying to force Covid onto — you know, he wants Covid on cruise
ships, he wants Covid in the schools. He wants Covid everywhere. Apparently wants to spread it
everywhere. The argument that's being made against what the President is doing is that somehow
it is illegal, he cannot enforce businesses to abide by these mandates and that he is behaving
somehow as a dictator. Talk about the legal backing for what the President is doing. Does he
have one? 



ELIE MYSTAL: Of course he has one. Welcome to the immense reserves of federal power that
we have existed under for this entire 250-year experiment. Of course, the federal government can
mandate basic health and safety regulations. The same power that allows TSA to take off my
shoes and molest me because I want to go to South Dakota allows the federal government to
mandate a vaccine and mandate testing at the employment level. For the labor — for the labor
situation, the constitutional authority is a little bit attenuated, but Biden is giving them, I think, a
very interesting choice, right? You can have your employees — if you have more than 100
employees, you can have them be vaccinated, you can test them every week or you can pay them
to stay home because they're sick. If you don't want to comply, pay your employees to stay home.
That's your option too, employers. So, that — that really covers all of your legal bounds. There is
simply no argument and I particularly will not stand for and will not hear it from the forced birth
aficionados, right? The same people that you just listed over there that are now arguing against
the mask mandates are the same people who have been running around for a week saying it's
okay to force a woman to bring pregnancy to term against her will. That is ridiculous. Those
people can take all of the seats, alright? Dan Crenshaw needs to sit down before he faints under
the weight of his hypocrisy for where we are right now. Of course, vaccine mandates are legal
and of course, forcing women to give birth is not and if you can't understand that, I suggest you
read this document [HOLDS UP A POCKET CONSTITUTION], which explains it to you. 

REID: Yeah. I mean, really quickly, you know, DeSantis hasn't responded yet, but he's actually
gone to court trying to force cruise ships to let unvaccinated people who might have covid on
their ships. Like, he's lost a bunch of cases because he's trying to force schools and private
businesses to allow potentially infected people onboard. Elie, does it surprise you that he keeps
losing when he tries to make that argument in court? Because he's doing the opposite. He's like,
“my government power’s going to be used to let covid in.”

MYSTAL: Here's the simplest way to understand this. The government can require people to be
healthy. It cannot require people to get sick. It's as simple as that. When you are trying to force
private businesses to get their customers sick, you can't do that.

(....)
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ALCINDOR: Based on conversations that I'm having both with White House officials and with
some business leaders, the feeling is that businesses want to make sure that their employees are
healthy so they can work. It kind of in some ways goes along the line with what Elie was just
saying, which is it’s — it’s sort of common sense. Businesses do not want to be paying for
unvaccinated people to, one, have health insurance who then get sick and in the hospital who
then can't work and whose medical bills they have to pay. So, there is a real, I think, logical issue
for this apart from the moral issue of do you want other employees making some employees sick.
So, there's a real feeling inside the administration when I talk to folks that they feel like the
backing is on their side, that they — that the people who are the decision-makers in these
companies, that they are welcoming this. The other thing I should — I think it's important to note
is that President Biden talked about these GOP leaders when he talked about the word bullying.



And I think this was the President saying you're trying to bully people into being sick. You're
trying to bully teachers into teaching in — in unsafe environments. And I will move you out of
the way. I think when we —

REID: Yes.

ACLINDOR: — think about the companies, we also have to think that President Biden, as much
as he tries to be, you know, the nice, compassionate, consoler in chief that we talk about, this is
also President Biden saying I will slap you with a stick and then move you out of the way, Ron
DeSantis, if I have to. 

REID: Yeah and the last word to you, Dr. Blackstock, I know as somebody who is still afraid to
eat in an indoor restaurant because I am afraid of Covid and who, as a parent that I'm afraid that
my kids will eat at an indoor restaurant, I would feel so much confident and comfortable doing
that myself or knowing my kids were doing it if they — if I knew that everyone in that space was
vaccinated. In your view, just as a medical professional, is this a confidence-building measure
that, in the end, will make people feel more comfortable utilizing some of these businesses and
their services? 

DR. UCHÉ BLACKSTOCK: Sure. Well, Joy, I have the same concerns even in my personal life,
so what vaccine mandates will do is they will make workplaces, health care settings safer. People
will be less likely to get sick. They will be less likely to get hospitalized, less likely to die.


