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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Coming Up; 7:40 AM; Michael Jordan on Today]

HODA KOTB: And, Craig, you’ve got an exclusive interview. Two huge names in sports. 

CRAIG MELVIN: Yeah. When Bubba Wallace earned that first career win in the NASCAR Cup
Series last week, he did it as a member of a high-powered team co-owned by Michael Jordan and
fellow driver Denny Hamlin. We spent some time chatting with them over the weekend about the
victory, their push to change the face of NASCAR and much, much more.

(....)

7:36:47 p.m.
29 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Coming Up; 7:40 AM; Michael Jordan on Today]

MELVIN: All right. Coming up next, he dominated the NBA. Now, Michael Jordan having a big
impact in NASCAR as co-owner of the team behind that historic win for Bubba Wallace. 

MICHAEL JORDAN: It's very rare, but it also inspires me that you're making a difference in —
in a sport that, you know, no one really thought could even happen. 

MELVIN: Just ahead, in our exclusive conversation with Mr. Jordan and his partner in NASCAR
Denny Hamlin on their drive to change the sport of racing.

(....)

7:40:51 p.m.
3 minutes and 38 seconds

KOTB: We’re back now. 7:40 with In-Depth Today and a Today exclusive.

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: Yeah. When Bubba Wallace made history with his first NASCAR
Cup Series victory last week, he had some pretty impressive support in his corner: basketball
icon Michael Jordan and three-time Daytona 500 winner Denny Hamlin. And, Craig, you got a
chance to speak with them.

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Michael Jordan on Bubba Wallace’s NASCAR Win]

MELVIN: Yeah. Spent the weekend with the two of them. Michael Jordan's goal is to make his



number 23 iconic in NASCAR as well as partnering with Denny Hamlin to launch 23XI racing.
Its driver? Rising star Bubba Wallace and we talked with them about Buba’s big win, what
NASCAR needs to change, and, of course, basketball as well. 

JORDAN: To see the emotion from Bubba tells you everything about how much work he's put
into it, you know, how much effort and how much he wanted to win and I even dropped a tear
because I know he's passionate. 

RICK ALLEN [on NBCSN, 10/04/21]: Bubba Wallace now officially the winner at Talladega. 

MELVIN: When Bubba Wallace made history this month he did it in a number familiar to sports
fans. He’s the first driver for 23XI Racing, owned by NBA legend Michael Jordan and racing
superstar Denny Hamlin. [TO HAMLIN] Denny, you were there. You were there at Talladega
and I understand you were in pit road. 

DENNY HAMLIN: I started getting emotional when I saw the emotion they had. I mean, you get
more proud and happy for them than what you do yourself. 

MELVIN: Wallace became the second black driver to win a NASCAR race, the first since
Wendell Scott in 1963 when Michael Jordan was just nine months old. [TO JORDAN] What
does it mean for — for Michael Jordan to win at this level as a black man in NASCAR? 

JORDAN: It's very rare, but it also inspires me that you're making a difference in — in a sport
that, you know, no one thought really could even happen. I feel gratitude but I feel energized too.
Let's keep things thing rolling. Let’s have other Bubba Wallace's winning. 

MELVIN [TO JORDAN]: Bubba Wallace goes to racetracks and he gets booed. Why do you
think that is in 2021? 

JORDAN: This sport is — needs to change and it has started the progress of changing. You
know, and maybe people are not cheering for him, but he has to dig within himself. You're
fighting from within, you know, to — to achieve something and when you achieve it, it's far
more gratifying than you can even imagine and it's inspiring to people that, you know, really start
to understand what the fight really is about. 

MELVIN: The challenge of entering the sport with little diversity and where the Confederate
flags has been commonplace for decades was one Jordan was willing to take head on. 

JORDAN: When I dove to get involved in NASCAR, I knew I was diving into the teeth of
racism. Knew it. Been there. Experienced it, but I wasn't afraid of it. I was — I was looking
forward to the challenge.

MELVIN [TO HAMLIN]: Denny, I understand that you actually encouraged Bubba to avoid
social media at — at some point early on. Why? 



HAMLIN: Well, I think my message was pretty simple to him, is that you will not change a
hater’s mind. You need to go out there and get your motivation to want to makes the people that
support you proud. 

MELVIN: Jordan is determined to overcome challenges of inequality through his extensive
charity work as well. In just the last two years, he's pledged more than $110 million of his own
money and from his Jordan brand to Black social charities and to build community health
centers. [TO JORDAN] What's driving Michael Jordan to giveaway so much of his money?

JORDAN: Actions speaks louder than words. You know, I can hit here and say a lot of different
things, but may actions have been that I want to make a difference.
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BILL RHODEN: Yeah, congratulations, man, on the — the interview with Jordan. I thought it
was really fantastic and very revealing. 

CRAIG MELVIN: Oh, thank you, Bill. Thank you very much. You know, he's the first black
principal team owner, as you know, in a sport — in that sport in almost half a decade. Just heard
him say that he knew he was “entering the teeth of racism.” How does Michael Jordan change the
culture of — of NASCAR, or can even Michael Jordan do that? 

RHODEN: Yeah, well, you know, the great thing about everything he said is that, you know,
Michael Jordan is announcing that he's joining the war against racism. He's doing it in a very
public way. He's using his resources. He's using his visibility, and he's doing it through the prism
of — of NASCAR, which is probably one of the most institutionalized racist sports organizations
in America. And the great thing, Craig, about what he — what he says, he's introduced people to
Wendell Scott. You know, in history, we say he’s the first black man since Wendell Scott, what
I'm encouraging people watching the interview do is go back and check out Wendell Scott and
everything he went through. You know, remember 1963 is when Wendell Scott became the first
African-American to win NASCAR. And you look at 1963, Craig, you had the girls murdered in
Birmingham at the blast of Birmingham. You had Medgar Evers murdered. You had George
Wallace, the racist governor of Alabama, said the University of Alabama will never be integrated
cause all you got to do is look at Alabama football and see how that's gone. You know, and —
and the most important thing about '63, that's when Michael Jordan was born and — and there
were people in '63 who never thought a young black kid would be a billionaire and own an NBA
team and so I think that when Jordan talks about — and I thought it was so revealing when he
talks about the struggle. When you look back at people like Wendell Scott and — and — and
when you look for Bubba Smith [sic], our existence and survival and problems in this country



has been about tenacity. It's been about commitment, and it's been about, you know, with Jordan,
using your resources to join this war. So I just thought that just that brief interview with Jordan
basically said, hey, I'm joining this war on racism, and I just think it's really fantastic.

(....)

11:53:48 p.m.
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RHODEN: Of course, I was one of those people who was prodding him when he was playing to
do more, but all things in time. You know, all things in time and I think you can't be an
African-American in this country and live through everything that we've seen just in the last five
years with the politics. This rise of racism, and this ongoing idea, Craig, that this country is
designed to be the white folks' playground, and — and that — that thinking still exists. It still
exists, and I think a guy like Jordan, yo know, you go beyond necessarily trying to change
people's hearts and minds. You say I'm using the resources I've got to make a change within our
own team, you know. And so, I don't know if he just woke up one day and decided that he was
going to join this war publicly, but I guess at a certain point in your life, man, you realize that you
just can't keep hiding that this stuff, racism is going to find you no matter how much money
you've got. No matter how much position you've got. You know, racism is going to — if it isn't
you, it's going to get somebody you love. So, you got to join the war or the war is going to come
to you. So, like I said, Craig, it's really great to see Jordan publicly say, you know, I’m — I'm
using my resources to join this war because it's something that existed in 1963 with Wendell
Scott, it exists now with Bubba Wallace. It's going to keep — you know, it's going to keep on
existing. So it's great to see that Jordan has joined the war. It's really heartening. 


