
MSNBC’s The ReidOut
10/26/21
7:33:17 p.m.
52 seconds

REID: Under the current Democratic governor, Ralph Northam, the state has passed a slew of
progressive laws, seeking to reform policing, aiming to make Virginia’s criminal justice system
more equitable. Virginia has also passed its own version of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and
increased the minimum wage. A Democratic loss on November 2 could reverse all of that
progress. Glenn Youngkin, the Trump-backed candidate, has called for auditing voting machines
and has launched an election integrity task force. He’s also vowed to fight back against racial
inclusiveness in schools and says an abortion ban in Virginia is appropriate. Democrats are so
worried that they have called in their party’s biggest stars to boost enthusiasm. Former President
Obama joined Democratic heavy hitters like Stacey Abrams and DNC chair Jaime Harrison in
rallying support for McAuliffe.

(....)

7:35:06 p.m.
19 seconds

REID [TO CORNELL BELCHER]: So, can you explain why it’s even close, when you have a
Trump-backed Republican who’s vowing to turn it basically into a mini-Texas on abortion and
who’s, you know, out there doing the — whining about Critical Race Theory, which isn’t taught
in Virginia schools?

(....)

7:37:46 p.m.
3 minutes and 8 seconds

REID: Are Democrats doing a good job of reaching those voters and making them understand
what it would mean for a state that’s been pretty good on voting rights to turn into a Texas-style
state, where voter suppression becomes de rigueur?

BELCHER: You know, that’s — that’s the million-dollar question, Joy and I think, when you —
the beauty of Barack Obama coming in, and you saw some of that in the clip, is Barack Obama
makes it bigger. You know, this isn’t about, quite frankly, just Terry vs. Republican there. This is
about a bigger picture of sort of nationally what’s going on and so what you saw — and, by the
way, Barack Obama’s the most popular national political figure in the country, regardless of
party. So Barack Obama makes this about something larger and, by the way, Joy, it’s kind of how
Biden and VP Harris closed out the California recall election. You know, they didn’t make it
about small issues. And VP went in there. She talked about sort of bigger issues, women’s rights
and — and voting rights and all these other bigger issues. I think Democrats are trying to make
this about bigger things and Republicans want to make — and to a certain extent, Democrats



want to nationalize this election in a way — 

REID: Yep.

BELCHER: — that Republicans used to try to nationalize elections back in the past, because they
stand a better chance of energizing base voters and young voters if this is about something
bigger, about some of the issues that, quite frankly, Joy, they went into the streets and marched
about going into the 2020 election.

REID: Well, how about Trump? I mean, look, the reality is, is that no Republican has been —
has shown that they can resist doing Trump’s bidding. Giving any Republican power seems so
dangerous. This will be a huge prize for Republicans, that you — you know what Youngkin
would do with it. He would be one of those Republicans trying to steal the 2024 election for
Trump. This is somebody who is behind him. This is his surrogate. She calls herself Trump in
heels, Amanda Chase. She’s a Virginia lawmaker. She has invited in — been invited in by him to
help her. She’s as Trumpy as Trump gets. She blamed Antifa and Black Lives Matter agents of
destruction for the assault and violence of the insurrection. She’s rallied with Steve Bannon. If
that is his surrogate, he ain’t no different from Trump. I don’t care how quiet his ads are, no? Is
— are Democrats getting that across?

BELCHER: Well, see, that’s a problem in our society right now, where — where advertising
goes a long, long way and he has saturated the — both the advertisement with him as a moderate,
sensible Republican, quite frankly, not him — not as a Republican at all.

REID: Yeah.

BELCHER: And talking a lot about education and actually increasing education funding, which,
by the way, last time I checked, that was a — that was a Democrat staple. So the question is, will
this all break through towards the end? Will — will Democrats be able to carry the message that
he is, in fact, very much in line with Donald Trump? And that’s what I think Obama and some of
the national Democrats are trying to do.

REID: Yeah, he is no different than any other Republican, Virginia. Pay attention to this stuff,
because it’s the ones who try to sneak in under the radar, a lot of times they’re even worse.

—
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JOY REID: We begin The ReidOut with Beloved. The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Novel



Laureate Toni Morrison that tells the story of a runaway enslaved woman named Sethe, who kills
her baby daughter to spare the child from a traumatic life in bondage. Widely been regarded as a
masterpiece, it’s impossible to understand the literary landscape or even high school English
class without it. The book, set both in the reconstruction era and pre-Emancipation flash backs,
recounts the horrors of slavery and its impact on the Black psyche. But apparently, for some
white parents, the real pain isn’t about black people. No, no. The pain is actually about them,
their feelings. Back in 2013, one white parent advocated banning Beloved from Virginia schools
because it gave her son, then a high school senior, nightmares. That parent appeared in a new ad
Monday by the Republican running for governor of Virginia, Glenn Youngkin, who has vowed to
ban teaching critical race theory, which is not taught in public schools, only in law schools. But
no matter. He wants to ban Beloved too. Such tactics are one of the many reasons that this is the
political race to pay close attention to. It tells you everything you need to know about the
Republican playbook leading into next week and next year. Glenn Trumpkin — sorry, I mean,
Glenn Youngkin — is locked in a dead-heat with Democrat Terry McAuliffe. Just moments from
now, President Biden is scheduled to stump for McAuliffe in Arlington. Meanwhile, Youngkin is
endorsed by MangoMussolini himself, but acting just moderate enough to try to snag those
suburban swing voters that he needs to prevail. The fight for the white suburb vote is happening
there, but also throughout the country, even in states like New Jersey with Republicans trying to
seize control, based on playing on the delicate feelings of conservativ-ish white suburbanites.

The tactic is nothing new. The Republicans have simply followed Trump's lead, pouring high
octane gasoline on cultural anxiety over jobs and societal change and weaponizing anything that
makes white Christians feel icky; which is apparently a lot, like losing a fair election and not
getting to have the president that they wanted, like having to engage in our actual history because
let's face it, this isn't a war against critical race theory. It’s a war against facts and knowledge,
which is why they want Beloved out, along with children's books about Martin Luther King Jr.,
Ruby Bridges, and Rosa Parks. Dido on the masks and vaccines because their personal liberty
trusts your right to live. This is why we see Republican Governor Kay Ivey of Alabama do a 180
on vaccines, once blaming the vaccinated on the rise of covid in her state only to later order state
agencies to fight federal vaccine mandates and it's why Texas abortion bounty hunter Greg
Abbott is now going after trans youth playing sports in schools, triggering cis tears about trans
girls kicking a soccer ball in elementary school despite there being zero evidence of that being a
problem in Texas or frankly, anywhere. In the end, it's about throwing that, “let's go Brandon,”
anti-Biden red meat to the base, which brings us back to those fragile, white feelings being used
to try to win purple states and the suburbs. Remember, Donald Trump lost the election in the
suburbs. Its — its voters, especially women, fled from Trump and his party as their lives were
upended by Covid. The Republicans may not want Trump back but they definitely want his
voters and they know the only thing scarier than Trump in the White House tormenting him and
the rest of us is having to feel badly about anything. [INTRODUCES PANEL] I suspect, Errin
Haynes, my friend, that you have feelings about this idea of banning the book Beloved because it
makes not the black people that have to go through and relive the drama of enslavement and
post-enslavement and the fact that Sethe would rather have her child die than be a slave. No, no!
They’re — it's the feelings of the white parents that we must ban this book.

(....)
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ERRIN HAINES: [T]he racial playbook is not limited to the Big Lie of a rigged election or voter
fraud. Race-based appeals to white voters are an increasingly perennial aspect of GOP politics
and one, you know, not that the former President, he latched on to that. This was not something
Republicans were following, you know, the former President and it's something that he
recognized was an effective tool. It’s one that he capitalized on in his elections. One to his
success and to the other, not so much. Even if it didn't work in the presidential level in 2020, it
has worked in the past down ballot, which is why it continues to be very much part of the
playbook now. Race stokes fear among many white voters, which can be very motivating. It also
either works to galvanize or suppress marginalized voters, like, you know, black and brown and
other minority voters. You know, women for sure. This is why you're seeing Democrats using
surrogates to directly appeal to Black votes and the party’s the biggest star power, you know,
from President Biden to Vice President Harris from President Barack Obama, voting rights
champion Stacey Abrams, they’ve both been in Virginia and New Jersey trying to sure up black
voters, even as Glenn Youngkin mysteriously — even as he is — is kind of denouncing Beloved
and getting on that bandwagon, is simultaneously trying to tell black voters that Terry McAuliffe
is not — is not the candidate for them because he doesn't support HBCUs in the state and saying
he would do this. So, you know, Glenn Youngkin in Virginia is really trying to have it both ways
in a race that is going to be super tight, where we've already seen early voting off the charts in
that state with just a few days to go until the election.

REID: Yeah, indeed. And Stuart, you know, talk — talk a little bit about this because this — let
me actually play a little Lincoln Project ad as we have you here. Here’s a little bit of the ad
Lincoln Project is running about this race. 

LINCOLN PROJECT AD: The choice is stark. Glenn Youngkin is Donald Trump's candidate.
Anti-Semitism, racism, deny gay couple the rights to marry, that ugly Charlottesville hate. Terry
McAuliffe believes in a different Virginia, working together, rejecting hate. Which Virginia do
you believe in? Don't let Donald Trump win. 

REID: And The Washington Post editorial board went in on him saying: “Youngkin has ran what
amounts in some ways to a conventional Republican campaign seeking at once to court rural
White conservatives and swing-vote suburban moderates. But he has also indulged and
encouraged Republicans who have swallowed former president Donald Trump’s lie that last
year's presidential election was stolen and that American elections are not to be trusted...[At] a
moment when democracy itself is under assault, Mr. Youngkin chose to dignify a fundamental
fiction that is subverting our system, rather than stand up squarely for the truth. In doing so, he
proved himself unfit for office.” So, everyone sort of shushed him out as sort of a closet
Trumpkin, but what do you make of the way he's running and the way Republicans are trying to
steal back suburbs, essentially by saying to white parents you have to fear books about black
people or about white people ever having done anything that wasn't amazing? 

STUART STEVENS: Yeah. Ultimately, this is all about race. And, you know, I wrote a book



about this called It Was All a Lie; Racism: The Original Sin in the Modern Republican Party.
And we used to, as Republicans, admit this and try to change, at least. I mean, Ken Melmann
went before the NAACP in 2005, chairman of the party, and apologized for the Southern
Strategy. All that’s out the window now. This is really a straight up simple race. Donald Trump
lost Virginia by ten points on November 3rd, 2020. If you didn't vote for Donald Trump
November 3rd, 2020 why would you vote for him on November 2nd, 2021? If you didn’t vote for
Donald Trump on November 3, why would you vote for him on November 2, 2021? He's
Trump's candidate. And this — this issue over the only African-American woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize — Nobel Literature Prize is just — embodies all of these things. It's about
denying of history, as you were saying. It's about race and look, what is this about cancel culture?
They’re trying to cancel the only African-American female Noble laureate in literature? It just
shows the complete fraud nature of the entire Republican ethos net.

REID: And the question, Michelle, I guess, is will it succeed? Is there enough anxiety in — in,
you know, white suburban moms that they will say, “Beloved is a bridge too far. I can't have my
child reading about things that have slavery look like it wasn’t wonderful.” Like —

MICHELLE GOLDBERG: My —

REID: — they want it. I mean, anyway, go on. 

GOLDBERG: — my guess is that actually, this Beloved gambit is going to backfire because I
think part of the campaign against critical race theory works by sort of obfuscating what it is
they're talking about. You know, they — they will make it out as if there is these kinds of Maoist
reeducation sessions going on in elementary schools. I think that Glenn Youngkin, in some sense,
has done us a favor by telling us, no, this is what they're talking about. They're talking about
banning Tony Morrison. You know, They're talking — they've been talking about banning all
sorts of, you know, sort of, historical — the legitimate teaching of history. This isn't about, you
know, kind of browbeating your kids about white privilege. This is about giving them a well
rounded education. You know, similarly, Glenn Youngkin and surrogates have been running and
demagoging about trans kids in schools and trans bathrooms and there was a horrible rape of a —
of a — of a high school girl in Virginia that they've been using and sort of exploiting to act as if
trans people are predators and we now know today that actually it had sort of nothing to do with,
you know, gender fluidity or people using the wrong bathrooms and it was a date rape situation,
sort of dating violence situation. And I think it's good that it's coming out before the election, so
to take in together these two incidents, I think should reveal, you know, maybe not the Big Lie
but some of the Big Lies behind the Glenn Youngkin campaign. 

REID: Yeah. I mean, Errin, and I wonder, there’s been a challenge that Terry McAuliffe has had
in — in, sort of energizing base voters, Black voters, and I wonder if this stuff starts to bleed
over. In your reporting, is there — is there a sense that this is starting to wake up that electorate? 

HAINES: Well, again, I think that’s exactly why you're seeing Democrats pull out the heavy
hitters, you know, in the — in the home stretch of this election. President Obama being there,
President Biden going there. Vice President Harris going there, Stacy Abrams going there and on



and on and at least if the early voting totals are to be believed, that is helping to kind of sure up
Black voters because we know that — that these are the voters that are getting disillusioned with
the governing that they've seen in the wake of the record turnout that they helped to propel to get
Democrats elected in November. I was just reading a Hit Strategies focus group report that
showed that — that black voters are wanting Democrats to fight harder for the issues that they
care about and they're disappointed that that's not happening. And so, to offset that kind of trying
to remind using these types of people to remind voters what the stakes are in — in a race that is
going to be very tight and that has already probably exhausted a lot of Virginia voters. I feel bad.
Only a few more days, you guys, of all those ads and [INAUDIBLE]. 

REID: And start voting —

HAIENS: I know it must be [INAUDIBLE].

REID: — oh, the ads are relentless if you live anywhere near Virginia. I mean, Stuart, here —
let's put up a map of the 36 gubernatorial races that are coming up in 2022. Republicans are
playing everywhere. They’re playing hard. They went for California. They tried for it. How
success — I mean, if they succeed in taking back states that tend to vote Democratic in
presidential years, states like Virginia, states like New Jersey. Is there any doubt in your mind
that those governors, I don't care what they're pretending to be now, are going to use their
positions to try to take the election for Trump if he runs in 2024, including Youngkin? 

STEVENS: Yeah, sadly, I think not. This is what Donald Trump, who couldn't name a governor
in America a few years ago, is so interested suddenly in governors. It's because they know that
they can pass laws — they're going to try to pass laws that, if the states are close in 2024, they're
going to try to overturn the election with these Republican legislatures. There’s not really any
secret about this. They've made it clear this is all part of a sort of concentrated strategy and again,
it's mostly about race. What was the effort to deny certification? It was based upon those areas
that were so mysterious that were mostly Black and supposedly illegal voting. It's because the
country is changing and Republicans had a basic choice. They could adapt and appeal to the
non-white voters or they could try to make it harder for non-white voters to vote and tragically,
they have taken that path.

REID: And Michelle, I wonder what it means for the way that the Democratic Party behaves if
the other parties made it very clear that they want to be a white interests party and that they're not
hiding that anymore. They're a white interests party. Have the Democrats responded to that in a
strong way to be more of a defense of everyone else party? Have they — have they done that in a
strong enough way in your view? 

GOLDBERG: I think they haven't done it in a strong enough way but they are somewhat
hamstrung but the incredible narrowness of their majority, right? I certainly understand white
voters who mobilized in large numbers to get rid of Trump and put Biden in the white house why
they would be disappointed at all the legislation that we haven't seen so far, including voting
rights legislation. At the same time, this is less about the failures of the Democratic Party and
more about the stubbornness and kind of bipartisan nihilism, as I've called it in the past, of Joe



Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema, who have, you know, sort of made it clear including Joe
Manchin's case, you know, that it's not clear he'll fight for his own voting rights legislation —

REID: Yeah.

GOLDBERG: — never mind, you know, a broader voting rights package and so, you know, look,
it's a very difficult thing when you have to be in a Democratic system, when you have a
democratic party and an anti-democratic party to uphold democratic norms single handedly. 

REID: Yeah, indeed. Indeed. Errin Haynes, Stuart Stevens, Michelle Goldberg. Thank you-all
very, very much. Tony Morrison was the greatest novelist in American history, period. I'll leave
that there.


