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26 seconds

JARRETT RENSHAW: California is bringing back statewide indoor mask mandates. Should
other states consider similar action? 

JEN PSAKI: We really leave it to leaders in states to make decisions about what needs to be
done to keep communities safe. Our advice continues to be to follow the guidance of the CDC
and our public health officials, and that advice is based on — continues to be that, if you're in
moderate or high transmission areas, they have specific recommendations about how to keep
communities safe.

(....)

2:20:14 p.m.
49 seconds

MARY BRUCE: Today is the first anniversary of the first shots going into arms last year. I'm
wondering if I can get your reaction to something that the Democratic governor of Colorado said
last week about the vaccines. He said this has brought the end of the medical emergency as it
relates to the virus. He says, those who get sick it's almost entirely their own darn fault. I’m
wondering if the President agrees with that sentiment? 

PSAKI: I would — I would say those are not the President — words the President has used or
would use. You know, the President believes that his responsibility continues to be providing
access, providing information to the American people, even those who are hesitant, even those
who did not vote for him, even those who have not yet received a shot because more people are
still getting shots, more people are still getting boosted, and his responsibility is to continue to
take steps to protect the American people, so that would be his view.

(....)

2:23:44 p.m.
4 minutes and 18 seconds

PETER DOOCY: Why is it that there are still Americans stranded in Afghanistan? 

PSAKI: Well, I think — let me just reiterate something that Tony Blinken said back in August ,
which is that if Americans who are in Afghanistan wanted to leave, whether it was three weeks
from now, a month from now, two months from now, back in August, we would help them get
out and that is something that we have delivered on our word on. I would note that, since that
time, we've directly assisted 479 American citizens 450 lawful permanent residents and SIV
holders and SIV applicants to depart Afghanistan. That was — that's important to convey



because it's important for build, understand who are there that even if they decided not to leave, if
they decided not to today , we're still going to help them depart and there's evidence of that.

DOOCY: Okay, 479 left behind is a lot higher than the 100 to 200 that President Biden was
talking about at the end of August.

PSAKI: 479 who we’ve helped depart —

DOOCY: Right.

PSAKI: — since August.

DOOCY: He said that he thought that there were — we believe there are 100 to 200 with some
intention to leave, so has the number — how’d you guys get the numbers?

PSAKI: There were people who wanted — determined they wanted to leave since then, and it is
our responsibility to help them depart —

DOOCY: And — 

PSAKI: — so that's evidence of our commitment to do exactly that. 

DOOCY: And is this something as there are now, at least about a dozen who want to leave right
now? Is this something the President works on every day?

PSAKI: Certainly, he receives regular updates from his team and we, the State Department
another national security officials, really, really lead this effort. I would just reiterate that the
United States does not track or put a tracker on American citizens traveling overseas, whether
they're in Afghanistan or any country around the world. That would be quite a Fox News story.
Wouldn't it be if we did that? We don't do that. But we do provide a range of services. We —
even when we don't have a presence in a country and our efforts to get American citizens out of
Afghanistan, many of them dual citizens, many of them have lived their whole lives there since
that time is evidence of that.

DOOCY: Thank you and then following up on something that you said yesterday, when you say
that “we've seen an increase in crime over the course of the pandemic, there are a range of
reasons for that,” Would you consider one of the reasons in the range prosecutors who are cutting
people who are accused of many criminal offenses loose too quickly?

PSAKI: Again, I am not as I — as I wasn't yesterday going to give an assessment for every —
every — every motivation or reason for crime in different communities across the country. What
I've noted, which you see in data, is that there has been an increase in crime since the start of the
pandemic. I will let others assess what the reason for that increase in crime is. That is all I was
conveying yesterday. 



DOOCY: Okay. There are some reports that these smash and grab robberies are being organized
on social media platforms. Is the administration is doing anything about that?

PSAKI: Well, we — we are monitoring, of course, these thefts very closely as we've talked about
a bit in here. The videos and reports we're seeing are very troubling. Our state and local law
enforcement partners have primary jurisdiction over break ins and robberies of this kind, but I
can say we're glad aggressively using every resource at our disposal. In terms of how they're
being organized or orchestrated, we’d really refer you to our law enforcement authorities, FBI,
DOJ, and other local authorities on that.

DOOCY: And last one — the reason that I asked, you guys have not been afraid to call out social
media companies, like, when you thought that they were a platform for Covid disinformation.
You said that that was a public health matter. Why not call him out for this? Do not consider this
a public health matter?

PSAKI: Well, we believe that there should be investigations that should occur to determine the
origin and what prompted any of these thefts, and so we've offered — the FBI and DOJ are in
contact with affected jurisdictions to offer assistance with investigations, including and
identifying how these incidents are planned and organized and, certainly, we don't believe any
platform should be used to conduct robbery or theft. Go ahead. 

PETER ALEXANDER: Jen, you know, this is a very hard day anniversary nine years since the
awful shootings that took place at Sandy Hook. The President's obviously faced fierce criticism
and resistance from Republicans on new gun restrictions in his efforts. He likes to say that he
tells us straight to the American people, even when it's not convenient. Does the President
concede that another year is likely to pass without meaningful legislative action on guns?

(....)

2:29:01 p.m.
13 seconds

PETER ALEXANDER: So he can't predict, but, clearly, the political capital, as you witness, is
not there. He was in charge of this when he was the vice President however many years ago as
well and witnessed the roadblocks he ran — ran into many times for Republicans. So what needs
to change?

(....)

2:30:01 p.m.
55 seconds

ALEXANDER: He heads to an in-person fundraiser tonight. I can't think of the last one that he's
done. This is may be the first one in the course of his time in office. You can tell me if there's
another that I'm missing here. As we're speaking about in person events, just because a lot of



people look to the White House for sort of guidance on these things as an example, what is the
White House's position on holiday parties taking place here? How are you guys handling that?
Have you changed your position? Are they not happening ? What are you doing differently? 

PSAKI: We're celebrating the holidays here at the White House this year through a variety of
ways. The First Lady received the annual arrival of the Christmas tree, of course, unveiled the
holiday decorations. The President, the First Lady, the Vice President, and the Second Gentleman
hosted the National Tree Lighting. We're also going to be hosting some holiday open houses,
inviting guests to see the holiday decorations in person in the coming days. Of course, we're
going to continue to implement Covid protocols, so it doesn't look exactly like it has always
looked here, but we are going to continue to celebrate — to embrace the holiday season and look
for ways we can do that.

(....)

2:31:45 p.m.
16 seconds

SABRINA SIDDIQUI: I wanted to follow up on guns.

PSAKI: Sure.

SIDDIQUI: In California, Governor Newsom is pursuing a proposal that would allow private
citizens to sue anyone who manufactures, sells, and distributes assault weapons in the state. It's
based on the legal framework that was used in the Texas law to ban abortion after six weeks.
Does the White House support Governor Newsom’s approach here?

(...)

2:33:01 p.m.
12 seconds

SIDDIQUI: As you note, the President marked the Sandy Hook anniversary. He’s called on the
Senate to pass stricter gun laws.

PSAKI: Yeah.

SIDDIQUI: But what are you — what is he doing himself to crawl votes? And given the
gridlock, would he support a filibuster carve out to get something done on gun legislation?

(....)

2:33:42 p.m.
37 seconds



NANCY COOK: What is the White House planning to do, if anything, to commemorate January
6th? I feel like there's been a little push and pull internally at the White House, you know, not
necessarily wanting to elevate former President Trump but also wanting to respond to some of
the — the threats. So, how are you all approaching that? 

PSAKI: I don't have anything to report to you at this point in time about our plans. I expect we
will have more as we get closer to the end of the year, but you know the President — to the
President, January, 6th was one of the darkest days in our democracy. It was a day that are our
capital — our nation's capital was under attack, and I think there's no question you'll see us
commemorate that day.

(....)

2:35:03 p.m.
52 seconds

FRANCO ORDOÑEZ: Lawmakers reached a deal on the Uighur Forced Labor legislation. Can
you just share a little bit about what the administration's concerns were with the original
legislation, what compromises the administration sought?

PSAKI: I certainly understand the question, but I don't think I'm going to get into the details of
the legislative behind the scenes discussions. Our effort is too often provide technical assistance
to ensure that — that bills are — are implementable, but if the President will sign the bill, we
have been clear that we will — we share Congress’s view that action must be taken to hold the
PRC accountable for its human rights abuses and to address forced labor in Jinjiang. We've
already taken action on the global stage in that regard, leading an effort at G-7, putting in place
financial sanctions and global — and putting in global Magnitsky visa restrictions. And I think
that's evidence of our commitment to this.

(....)

2:37:13 p.m.
1 minute and 57 seconds

SEAN SULLIVAN: When the President travels tomorrow, he's going to be going to a region that
voted overwhelmingly for former President Trump. He said yesterday he wants to be a source of
comfort when he's there. Can you talk a little bit about how he prepares to go to what seems like
it's going to be the most, you know, conservative area of the country that he's traveled to as
President and doesn't make it harder to be that source of comfort, given how much polarization
and political division we're seeing at this moment right now?

PSAKI: No I think the President looks at people through, uh, the tragedy they're experiencing, the
heartache they’re feeling at the loss of life, the loss of their homes, questions many people are
raising, I know, about whether they can build back from this storm that's impacted their
communities. He looks at them as human beings, not as people who have partisan affiliations and



in his heart, he has empathy for everything that they're going through and the message he's going
to send to them directly and, clearly, tomorrow is we're here to help. We want to rebuild. We are
going to stand by your side and we're going to help your leaders do exactly that. So, no, I
wouldn't say it's hard to prepare. I would say the President just wants to send a clear message and
stand by people in these communities as they're going through this difficult time.

SULLIVAN: And then, secondly, just to follow up on Peter's question about the holiday parties, I
know you said it's going to look a little different than it has. Does that mean the President is
foregoing the sort of, traditional parties the President hosts for members of Congress and others?
And if so, is that due to a specific reason? Is that the new variant? Is it the state of the pandemic
and infections in general? What is that — sort of different kind of holiday schedule?

PSAKI: Well, as I touched on a little before, it's more we're going to be having some open
houses, which a range of people will be invited to those open houses — have the opportunity to
see the decorations and see the East Wing decorated and the Christmas tree that the First Lady
welcomed just a few weeks ago. Obviously, we're still in the middle of a pandemic. We're still
taking precautions as it relates to large events, big visitors, etcetera.

(....)

2:40:54 p.m.
1 minute and 52 seconds

ELIZABETH SCHULZE: The supermarket chain Kroger announced it will stop giving paid
leave to unvaccinated workers if they get Covid. Is this an approach that the White House
supports? What's your response to that? 

PSAKI: We know different private sector companies and entities are going to take different steps
to incentivize people to get vaccinated, to keep their employees safe, and their workforce safe.
But I don't have any further — it's not a recommendation, not a — not a policy we're putting out
there from the federal government. 

SCHULZE: Generally, does the White House support private companies imposing penalties like
insurance surcharges or other methods to try to get people vaccinated?

PSAKI: That's not something we have put out from the federal government. But again, we're not
going to comment on every single policy made by every private sector entity. 

SCHULZE: And just quick follow up on the debt limit. What do you say to Americans who see
this as yet another example of Congress kicking the can down the road?

PSAKI: Well, I would say that — in what way? I'm not sure who — who's saying 

SCHULZE: Raising it until 2023, but it's going to come up again right after the midterms. What
do you say to people say we're just going to be having the same conversation a little bit over a



year from now?

PSAKI: I'm not sure what American person is saying that or is concerned about the debt limit.
But maybe there’s somebody who’ve met on the street. I don't know, but I will say that, um, you
know, our view, the President's view is that this has been done in a bipartisan way. The American
people shouldn't be worried about whether or not elected officials are doing what they should do
in raising the debt limit to make sure we're covering bills that have already been incurred, which I
think is sometimes a misunderstanding out there. We're not talking about future spending or the
size of the Build Back Better package. I'm not saying you're suggesting that at all and that, you
know, I think the President would— would convey that this is something that should just be done
in due course, as it's been done, more than 80 times to quote Josh in the past, and that it shouldn't
be something that consumes weeks, months of time. It should be done because we want to avoid
default. We want to ensure people are getting their Social Security benefits, that retirees are being
paid, military, and that there's no risk to the U.S. economy.

(....)

2:44:12 p.m.
1 minute and 3 seconds

JONATHAN LEMIRE: Amtrak just now announced that they are spending their vaccine
mandate. They had said the requirement was to be vaccinated. They suggested there might be
service cuts because they would not have enough staffing. They're now suggesting they would,
once again, revert and allowed testing to be an acceptable alternative. Does the White House
have a reaction to this?

PSAKI: Well, I would say that a number of private sector companies, including our own
recommendations, would have vaccination or testing options. The last data I saw was that 96
percent of Amtrak employees had been vaccinated. That's a pretty high number, so I guess they're
talking about the remaining four percent and they're trying to work to ensure that there are
adequate employees on the job. I would also note that I know there was some reporting last week
about delays — potential Amtrak delays, which I think they attributed to issues outside of the
vaccination requirements, and not that, so the last date I saw was 96 percent. Certainly,
vaccination or testing is something we have been recommending from the federal government, so
I don't think we have any concern.

(....)

2:49:49 p.m.
1 minute and 27 seconds

EDWARD LAWRENCE: You’ve said this social spending package would lower costs in various
areas

PSAKI: Yeah.



LAWRENCE: — like childcare but would it lower inflation?

PSAKI: That's what dozens of economists have said. 

LAWRENCE: Okay. Even though, like, childcare could go down, but food prices could go up.
They believe that the more spending that happens, the food prices could come back down, as well
as the other things people are buying?

PSAKI: Well, 56 economists say that Build Back Better will help “alleviate some of the strain
caused by inflation.” And I think what's important to note here as — and you’re an economic
expert of sorts, even if you play one on TV, but I know you actually are, is that, as we talk about
inflation and data, very important way to look at it and evaluate, look at the Federal Reserve
projections, American people — how they’re experiencing this at home is a rise in cost in
different areas — right — whether it's meat prices when they're buying burgers or gas prices or
other areas, so why we explain Build Back Better the way we do is to convey exactly the areas to
the American public where it will lower costs. Childcare is a huge cost burden on a lot of
families across the country and it will have an immediate impact next year. [TO PATSY
WIDAKUSWARA] Go ahead. 

PATSY WIDAKUSWARA: Thank you, Jen. Two foreign policy questions. The first one. It's
year end-er season, so I would ask you: What does the administration consider your biggest
achievement in foreign policy in this first year? And also what lessons have you learned from
what is arguably the biggest failure, which is Afghanistan. 

PSAKI: You know this is a great question. I want to be thoughtful about it. I want to talk to the
President about it, and I'm happy to do that.

(....)

2:51:37 p.m.
1 minute and 9 seconds

PHILIP WEGMANN: When you were asked if the President works on getting, you know these
Americans out of Afghanistan every day, you said that he receives regular updates. Obviously,
this is still a top priority for him, right? 

PSAKI: Absolutely, but I think it's important for people to understand the hard work that's being
done day in and day out is through our diplomatic team, the State Department team who are
working on the ground, working with the military and others to get Americans out.

WEGMANN: A second question: The previous three administrations publicly celebrated Afghan
women who stood up to the Taliban. In particular, a number of former first ladies and the State
Department brought some of these women to Washington and even gave them the International
Women of Courage Award. Some are, unfortunately, stuck in Afghanistan right now. Does the
United States still have a commitment to them?



PSAKI: Absolutely. We — we celebrate, we honor the courage of these women. We are
committed to continuing to provide a range of assistance and to working with a range of
nonprofits and NGOs around the world, and I don't know what's next for the International
Women of Courage, a really important celebration of courage around the world or — nor can I
predict that, but certainly a number of them would be great honorees.


