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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; POTUS Holds Wide-Ranging News
Conference to Mark 12-Months in Office]

GAYLE KING: Now, the vote came just hours after a marathon news conference by president
Biden to mark one year since his inauguration. He took questions for nearly two hours. Ed
O’Keefe is at the White House with more on the story. Ed, it was one of the longest new
conferences people have seen. Clearly, he had a lot to say. Good morning to you.

ED O’KEEFE: He sure did. Gayle, good morning. He took dozens of questions on issues from
the pandemic to the future of his legislative agenda. But on that issue of voting rights, he became
the second consecutive American president to raise concerns out future election results. During
his news conference, President Biden was asked if he believes this year's elections will be fairly
conducted and the results legitimate given that his voting reform bill didn't pass. 

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; POTUS Holds Wide-Ranging News
Conference to Mark 12-Months in Office]

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN: Well, it all depends on whether or not we're able to make the case to
the American people that some of in is being set up to try to alter the outcome of the election.
[SCREEN WIPE] I think you're going to see the people will try to keep from being able to show
up showing up and making the sacrifice. 

(....)

7:09:05 a.m.
1 minute

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; POTUS Talks COVID, His Stalled
Agenda & Russia During News Conference]

O’KEEFE: With Russian troops amassing on the Ukraine border, the President made a prediction
about Vladimir Putin's next steps. 

BIDEN: My guess is he will move in. He has to do something. 

O’KEEFE: As for a potential American response -- 

BIDEN: It's one thing if it's a minor incursion and then we end up having to fight about what to
do and not do, et cetera, but if they actually do what they're capable of doing with the force
amassed on the border, it is going to be a disaster for Russia. 



O’KEEFE:  — the President's suggestion that a minor incursion might be acceptable earned
strong criticism and concern from Republicans. The White House later clarified any invasion will
be met with a swift, severe, and united response from the U.S. and allies. 

BIDEN: It’s the most consequential thing that's happened in the world in terms of war and peace
since World War II. 

O’KEEFE: In the news conference, the President says he believes even Vladimir Putin doesn't
know quite yet what he's going to do about Ukraine, and he repeatedly declined to specify what
kinds of economic sanctions the United States and allies might potentially use against Russia. 

(....)

8:04:32 a.m.
10 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; A Look Back at the Key Events of the
Administration’s First 12 Months]

O’KEEFE: Still, the President kicked off the new year pushing for voting reform and blasting his
predecessor's supporters. 

BIDEN: They want chaos to reign. We want the people to rule.

(....)

8:05:42 a.m.
15 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; Payne & Hayes on Biden’s Performance
and Political Agenda for 2022]

JOEL PAYNE: He did make some news for his team. Unfortunately, they had to do cleanup
afterwards related to issues in Russia. He — he made some comments about potentially Russia
invading the Ukraine which his team, again, had to clean up afterwards.

(....)

8:06:15 a.m.
2 minutes and 14 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: The President’s First Year; Payne & Hayes on Biden’s Performance
and Political Agenda for 2022]

TONY DOKOUPIL: Steve, the President, his inaugural address promised to be a unifier for the



country. He campaigned that way, as well. Unfortunately for the administration, people seem to
be unifying around disapproval at the moment. Do you think that press conference changed the
narrative In any way? 

STEVE HAYES: I don't. I mean, I agree with Joel that, you know, if endurance is one of the
measuring sticks, he did well. I think people were surprised he was able to stand up there for two
hours and answer questions. But I think he raised as many questions as he answered in — in
several different ways. I mean, if you talk about look at the — his comment about a minor
incursion by the Russians into Ukraine. You saw immediate reaction from overseas, particularly
in Kiev where officials said, boy, that seems like a green light for Vladimir Putin. You also had
the President's comments on the possibility of an illegitimate election in 2022, when he was
asked a question about whether — if these voting reforms that have been debated in Congress
don't pass, that would contribute to the illegitimacy of the 2022 elections. I think the right answer
would be to reaffirm the strength of our electoral system while, you know, expressing
disappointment that the reforms were unlikely to pass. Instead he said, yeah, it's possible that the
2022 elections could be illegitimate, which I think is not what we need, whether you're a
Republican, Democrat, liberal, or conservative. 

KING: I know. Steve, how is that helpful, and doesn't that sit up a tit for tat dynamic that I think
is troubling on many issues?

HAYES: Yeah. I mean, I think it's worrisome. I mean, look, if you're a conservative and you've
got questions or problems with the way that Donald Trump conducted himself in the aftermath of
the 2020 election, lying about whether the election was stolen, trying to remain in office, what
his supporters have been doing in states and localities across the country to — to basically put
themselves in a position where they could muscle through an illegitimate election. The last thing
you wanted to hear was to hear from President Biden that there are questions about the
legitimacy of the elections. You needed the President to say, no, we've got the best electoral
system in the world —

KING: Yes. 

HAYES: — the safest, the most secure and one thing we don't need to worry about — even if I'm
frustrated that Republicans aren't supporting me on these voting reforms, the one thing we can be
sure of is that elections are legitimate.


