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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: President Biden Speaks Out]

HODA KOTB: And stirring controversy acknowledging a Russian invasion of Ukraine ordered
by Vladimir Putin, appears inevitable. 

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN: My guess is he will move in. He has to do something. 

KOTB: So, what is the U.S.’s next move?

(....)

7:03:32 a.m.
12 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Biden News Conference]

KOTB: Yeah, it came just hours after the President's wide-ranging news conference marking his
first year in office where he talked about the frustrations over COVID, inflation and Russia's
possible invasion of Ukraine.

(....)

7:05:41 a.m.
26 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Biden Talks COVID, Voting Rights and Ukraine]

PETER ALEXANDER: With the voting rights push hitting a dead end, President Biden was
asked whether this years midterms would be fairly conducted and legitimate after many
Republican-led states enacted new voting restrictions. 

BIDEN: It all depends on whether or not we're able to make a case to the American people that
some of this is being set up to try to alter the outcome of the election.

(....)

7:06:39 a.m.
1 minute and 58 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Biden Predicts Russia Will Invade Ukraine]



ALEXANDER: Perhaps the most explosive topic, Russia's new aggression toward Ukraine with
President Biden predicting Vladimir Putin will invade. 

BIDEN: My guess is he will move in. He has to do something. 

ALEXANDER: The President vowing severe consequences but suggesting the level of
punishment would depend on what an invasion looks like. 

BIDEN: It's one thing if it's a minor incursion and we end up having to fight about what to do
and not do. 

ALEXANDER: Those comments on Russia and Ukraine sent White House aides scrambling to
clarify before the news conference even ended. The national security spokeswoman here quickly
tweeted, trying to erase any doubt about the U.S.’s firm position and then a half hour later, the
press secretary, Jen Psaki, she released a statement saying that President Biden has been clear
with the Russian president if any Russian military forces move across the Ukrainian border that
is a renewed invasion and it would be met with a swift, severe, and united response from the U.S.
and our allies.

(....)

8:00:35 a.m.
24 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: No Deal]

KOTB: The major setback for President Biden coming just hours after a news conference where
he also talked about the pandemic and Russia's potential invasion of Ukraine. 

BIDEN; My guess is he will move in. 

KOTB: What Vice President Kamala Harris is telling us this morning. 

VICE PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS: If Putin takes aggressive action, we are prepared to
levy serious and severe costs.

(....)

8:02:52 a.m.
1 minute and 32 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Biden Voting Bill Blocked]

GUTHRIE: Earlier, in a two-hour news conference the President defended his handling of the
pandemic and economy and predicted Russia will likely invade Ukraine, suggesting that the



response would depend on the size of the invasion. 

BIDEN: It’s one thing if it’s minor incursion and having to fight about what to do and not do, etc.

HARRIS: I'm not going to psychoanalyze President Putin of Russia, but I will tell you, it is clear
to us, that — that the decision is probably in his hands and we are prepared to take appropriate
action based on whatever he decides to do. 

GUTHRIE: The Vice President also stressing this morning to us that the first preference of the
U.S., and its NATO allies is to resolve this Ukraine crisis through diplomacy. That brings us to
NBC's political director and moderator of Meet the Press, Chuck Todd who’s in Atlanta for us.
Hi, Chuck, good morning. Let's start right there with Ukraine —

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: News at 8; Chuck Todd on Biden News Conference]

CHUCK TODD: Good morning.

GUTHRIE: — because that was the unintentional headline created yesterday. Do you think the
White House and now the Vice President have done enough to calm those nerves in Ukraine? 

TODD: We'll see if they've called the nerves in Ukraine but this is one of those if you're going to
call it a gaffe, it’s a — it's a gaffe of honesty, right? He spoke the reality, which is our response to
Russia, our ability to try to get Russia to back down if we're going to do this with our allies, it's
limited because the Europeans are not united in how tough they want to get on Russia and we've
— I think we've all talked about this before, it has to do with many European country rely on
Russia for energy needs and, oh, by the way, it's winter. 


