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PETER DOOCY: A question about immigration? 

JE PSAKI: Sure. 

DOOCY: Why is it that large numbers of single adult men are being released into the United
States just hours after being apprehended at the southern border? 

PSAKI: Well I'm not sure the specifics of what you're referring to, Peter, what I can tell you in
terms of what our policy is and how we're approaching the border is that we continue to be under
Title 42 migrants who cannot be expelled under Title 42 are placed into immigration
proceedings, and one of those avenues could be placement in an alternative to detention program
in the interior of the United States. Sometimes, that means moving migrants to other parts of the
United States to move to different detention facilities where they wait for next steps in the
immigration process, such as a court hearing and are required to check in with the local ICE
office. So, that is something that's — certainly something that is happening out there in the
country, and it's consistent with our policy.

DOOCY: And you mentioned that they're supposed to check in at a local ICE office, but we
know that just between March and August, which is a very small sample size, DHS says than
47,000 of these migrants that were given notices to report did not show up, so why let them into
the U.S. unsupervised in the first place? 

PSAKI: Well again, we have a stringent protocols [sic] and processes that we implement here
that includes expelling individuals who come in under Title 42, given we are still in a global
pandemic and includes those who are — do not show up will be subject to the repercussions of
that, so that is the policy where implementing from our Homeland Security Department.

DOOCY: Okay on Ukraine. President Biden met with Putin in person in June in Geneva, and
afterwards he came out. He said that the two of them arrived at a conclusion, he said: “It's clearly
not in anybody's interest — your countries or mine — for us to be in a situation where we're in a
new Cold War, and I truly believe he thinks that he understands that.” Has the president changed
his opinion about what Putin thinks? 

PSAKI: How — are you suggesting we're in a new Cold War? 

DOOCY: I'm just asking. It seems like President thought in June that things were going to be
good and right now, things are not looking. 

PSAKI: I don't actually think that's at all with the President said. He gave an extensive press
conference where he conveyed it wouldn't happen overnight and that there was work that we



could do together and that is something that — that's how you approach a diplomatic
relationship. You are vocal. There are consequences when you disagree, and when you have
strong concerns, and you've seen us implement those. You still look for places and areas where
you can work together. That remains how we're working with Russia. 

DOOCY: Okay. There's a Buzzfeed report now suggesting that the Ukrainian government is
upset the U.S. pulled citizens out of Ukraine before many other countries did, and this report says
that a close — a source close to the Ukrainian president think those Americans are safer in Kiev
than in Los Angeles. What do you make of that? 

PSAKI: Well, we're always going to make decisions that are in the security interests of people
who are serving as diplomats around the world and we have assessments that are made by the
State Department, hence the decision and the announcement made over the last couple of days
and the fact that we put in the level four advisory back in October, conveying very clearly to
Americans they should leave Ukraine. Look, I will let others assess, but there are 100,000 troops
— Russian troops on the border of Ukraine and no clarity that the leader of Russia doesn't intend
to invade. That sounds pretty dangerous to me. I would also say that the Ukrainian leaders have
welcomed the security assistance and they've even met us at the airport — that we have been
providing over the course of the last several days, so that seems to be contradicting that
assessment.

DOOCY: Okay and then last one, the secretary of state a few days ago tweeted, I
#StandWithUkraine.” Has that ever worked at stopping an authoritarian regime from doing
anything, a hashtag?

PSAKI: I will have to say that, Unlike the last administration, we don't think Twitter is the only
means of engaging or negotiating or discussing important topics, but it is important for us to
convey to the Ukrainian people who do view commentary through a range of forums — I don't
know how many are Fox News watchers, maybe some of them, and including social media —
that we stand with them. We support them, and that includes in their efforts to protect the
sovereignty of their country.

(....)

12:48:45 p.m.
21 seconds

TODD GILLAM: Some members of Congress have been promoting this theory that the FBI had
at least one provocateur in the January 6th mobs. Can the White House say unequivocally that
there were no federal agents who provoked illegal attacks on January —

PSAKI: Well, FBI Director Wray has already said that the FBI had no evidence of this baseless
conspiracy and he would certainly know.

(....)



12:49:45 p.m.
41 seconds

REPORTER: Does the White House have words of support for the students in D.C. who are
currently walking out to protest lax COVID standards in their schools?

PSAKI: Oh, in D.C. and Arlington?

REPORTER: Right now, yeah.

PSAKI: Well look, I think that we — we understand — as a parent myself, but I know these
students are — are dealing with fears that they have themselves about the fear of going to a
school, a classroom, a workplace where you don't feel safe. That is one of the reasons that we
have been so supportive and advocated for — for — for leaders and school leaders to follow
public health guidelines, so, you know, that is the way to keep people safe to ensure people can
feel safe in their school or their workplace and certainly, we — we support that.

(....)

12:52:42 p.m.
53 seconds

STEVEN PORTNOY: Forgive me. It's sort of the elephant room. Many people in the country
were talking about it last night and this morning? Does the President regret saying what he said
about Peter? Can you shed some light if you have any — have had any conversations with him
today about what happened last night?

PSAKI: Well, I would say what's most important and I — it's Peter sitting here, so this is kind of
a funny thing. But the President — the President, uh, the president called Peter and he confirmed
this, so this is only why I'm speaking to this and if you have private conversations with the
President, I will assure you I'm not going to convey that on your behalf, but Peter spoke to this.
The President called him. He conveyed to him that it was nothing personal, man, and also
acknowledged that all of you are going to ask him a range of questions, so I think that speaks for
itself. Thank you, everyone. Hopefully I did that justice. 

DOOCY: Yes. That’s — thank you. Can confirm. Personal familiar.

PSAKI: Personal familiar. Okay. We only do on the record stuff here, Peter.


