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SETH MEYERS: Republicans and right-wing pundits who support Donald Trump have spent the
last few days pretending to be outraged over a hot-mic moment in which President Biden insulted
a Fox News reporter. For more on this, it's time for A Closer Look. [MUSIC] [CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE] Today, we're going to discuss Republican reactions to Biden calling a Fox News
reporter a stupid SOB on a hot mic, because I'm willing to bet anything that's going to be the
biggest story in politics for the foreseeable future.

[CBS CLIP ON BREYER]

MEYERS: “Oh, Seth, you stupid son of a bitch!” Pulled a Biden on myself. Well, at least it
works as a segue. News of Justice Breyer's retirement broke just a few hours before this taping,
so I'll have more to say about it tomorrow but this afternoon, Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer said Democrats would confirm a successor with all deliberate speed and I can
understand why you'd want to have someone in place before Republicans win back Congress,
because its GOP reaction to Biden's hot-mic moment has once again proved in order to be a
Trump supporter, you have to lobotomize the part of your brain responsible for shame. That's
why Rudy Giuliani always looks like he just woke up mid-brain surgery. [LAUGHTER] Is this a
still from the new Matrix movie? [LAUGHTER] “I took the red pill and the blue pill, and I got to
say, still nothing happening downstairs.”

(....)

12:44:05 a.m.
4 minutes and 28 seconds

MEYERS: And in order to support him, Trump's backers had to find ways to convince us that
they didn't know he was the con man he obviously was. Like the way Republicans lawmakers
would always have conveniently not read his tweets, or the way they kept insisting he'd learned
his lessons. They said this man learned his lesson. He didn't even learn not to hit the tweet button
if there was a red dotted line under a word he would just say, “I'm pretty sure tap does have two
Ps and on this, Twitter, we're just gonna have to agree to disagree.” [LAUGHTER] I mean, forget
Donald Trump. In the history of this nation, no rich White man in his seventies has ever learned
his lesson. The only thing rich, white men learn is salsa dancing, and that's only if their third wife
insists on it. [LAUGHTER] So in order to say something as naive as, “Trump learned his
lesson,” you have to have numbed the part of your brain that cares if people think you look
stupid. That's clearly what's going on in the latest fake controversy surrounding Biden's outburst
at Fox News correspondent Peter Doocy, which I'm sure you've all seen by now but here it is
anyway, just for us all to enjoy one more time. 

DOOCY: Do you think inflation is a political liability ahead of the midterms?



PRESS AIDE: Thank you. Let’s go. Thank you!

BIDEN: That’s a great asset.

PRESS AIDE: Thank you.

PRESS AIDE: Thank you.

BIDEN: More inflation? What a stupid son of a bitch. 

MEYERS: Yeah. [CHEERS AND APPLAUSE]] Biden was muttering to himself like he just got
cut off on the interstate in his Stingray [LAUGHTER] “Oh, look at this stupid son of a bitch. No,
go ahead and merge. Definitely don't signal or check your mirrors. You're the only person in the
whole damn world. ‘Baby on board?’ Good luck growing up, normal, kid.” [LAUGHTER] Now,
Biden is 79, okay. Have you guys ever seen two old guys greet each other? “Hey, look at this old
son of a bitch. “Hey, Burt, you ass[EXPLETIVE]. I see you're still ugly as sin.” [LAUGHTER]
It's honestly pretty sweet, but word of warning, you can't jump in on that if you're under 60. They
don't like that “Hey, grandpa, you old bastard!” “What the hell did you just say to me, you little
turd?!” [LAUGHTER] And, look, ideally, the President would not lob insults at anyone,
including reporters, but if we're being honest, you know, it was kind of a stupid question. I mean,
really, does Biden think inflation is a political liability? What's he supposed to say? “No, no, I
think it's good that gas and ground beef are more expensive. I'm gonna cruise to re-election on
the strength of Subway's $6 foot-long.” [LAUGHTER] Anyway, all in all, I do have to say, both
Doocy and Biden have handled this incident well. Doocy laughed it off, said he wasn't owed an
apology and Biden called him to tell him, “it's nothing personal, pal,” which does strike me as
kind of a non-apology apology. You called him “a stupid son of a bitch.” [LAUGHTER] If it
wasn't personal, then what was it? Business? [LAUGHTER] “That's how we seal the deal in
Scranton. You agree to the terms, shake hands, look each other in the eye and say, ‘you stupid
son of a bitch.’” [LAUGHTER] But let’s just get the false equivalency out of the way: No, this
isn't even remotely like Trump, who repeatedly whipped his crazed fans into a frenzy by hurling
insults at reporters and calling them the enemy of the people. Calling one person an SOB and
then apologizing for it is not the same as unrepentantly hurling a constant stream of verbal abuse
at reporters and threatening to punish or imprison them or change the laws to target them. I could
give countless examples of this, but here's just one — random one I happen to like, when Trump
called a reporter a criminal in 2020 for not reporting on his deranged conspiracy theories about
the Biden family during the election.

JEFF MASON [on 10/19/20]: Your campaign strategy seems to be to call Biden a criminal. Why
is that? 

DONALD TRUMP [on 10/19/20]: He is a criminal, he's a criminal he got caught. Read his
laptop and you know who's a criminal? You're a criminal for not reporting it. You are a criminal
for not reporting it. Let me tell you something. Joe Biden is a criminal, and he's been a criminal
for a long time and you're a criminal in the media for not reporting it. Good luck, everybody have
a good time [LAUGHTER]



MEYERS: Now, you can't tell them to have a good time after you call them criminals. The only
way that works is you're at the Legion of Doom Christmas party. “This is the largest gathering of
criminals, lowlifes, and evil villains the world has ever known! Now, have a good time.
[LAUGHTER] Don't forget to put your secret Santa gifts on the table by the alligator pit!”
[LAUGHTER] That was always Trump's way of just erasing everything he said right before it:
“Have a good time.”

(....)

12:49:08 a.m.
1 minute and 25 seconds

MEYERS: Indiana Congressman Jim Banks tweeted in total sincerity, not as a joke, “Have we
ever seen a President attack and malign the free press like Joe Biden has?” [LAUGHTER] Only
one of two things can be happening here either he's trolling us, because Trump's record of
antagonism toward the press is so obvious that he knows a comment like that will drive the rest
of us insane, or he's got some sort of Benjamin Button disease where he looks like a middle-aged
man, but was actually born, like, a few months ago and legitimately doesn't know who Donald
Trump is [LAUGHTER] And if that's the case, good on him! I mean, if Congressman Banks
really is a baby who looks like a full-grown man, who am I to [EXPLETIVE] all over him for
being dumb as a bag of rocks? [LAUGHTER] I have a baby at home. She doesn't do anything.
But this baby is out here not letting Benjamin Button disease slow him down, serving his
constituents, going to work every day with people who all have faces that are terrifying to babies.
[LAUGHTER] He's got to talk to these people and not burst into tears, probably has a full diaper
half the day. So, again, if Congressman Banks is a Benjamin Button situation, and that's why he
doesn't remember how Donald Trump treated the press, I apologize but, you know, if he is just a
regular 42-year-old man, you know, shut the [EXPLETIVE] up. [LAUGHTER][APPLAUSE]
But that was somehow not — that was somehow not the most disingenuous reaction from a
Republican member of Congress. There was also Ronny Jackson, Trump's former doctor, who
claimed in 2018, that Trump aced a cognitive test. Jackson said on Fox News yesterday that
Biden's hot-mic moment was a sign of cognitive decline. 

(....)

12:51:09 a.m.
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MEYERS: But let me see if I follow: a short temper, irritable, striking out as a defense
mechanism when they don't know how to answer questions, doesn't know what's going on around
them I just wish there was an example of someone prominent with those symptoms who we
could compare him to. [LAUGHTER] It's just stumping me. [LAUGHTER] I mean, for the life
of me, I can't think of anyone who's ever exhibited these specific personality traits before. I mean,
certainly not someone in the public eye. [LAUGHTER] Someone we all remember. You know, a
businessman or an elected official. [LAUGHTER] Perhaps someone who served in a high-profile
position within, I don't know, let's say, the last 13 months. If only that person existed. Well, I



guess we'll never know. [LAUGHTER] This is one of those seemingly trivial moments that
actually reveals something fundamental at the heart of modern Republican politics: In order to be
a successful Republican today, you simply have to have no shame, which is why it's
understandable Democrats want to move quickly as possible to confirm a successor for Justice
Breyer before Republicans have a chance to win back the Senate in November because if Mitch
McConnell and the GOP get their way, they'll hold the seat hostage until a Republican President
can appoint someone they like, someone who's a —

CONGRESSMAN RONNY JACKSON [on FNC’s Fox & Friends, 01/25/22]: Short tempered.
[SCREEN WIPE] Irritable.

BIDEN [on 01/24/22]: Stupid son of a bitch [CHEERS AND APPLAUSE]

MEYERS: This has been A Closer Look. [CHEERS AND APPLAUSE] [MUSIC]


