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LOLITA BALDOR: John, the people are talking about this — a potential invasion by Russia of a
large scale being imminent. Can you talk about what the U.S. has seen today that may be
different then what it has seen today that maybe different from it has seen in recent days, why this
has become sort of now imminent? Have you seen Russian troops move into Luhansk and — and
Donetsk? Have you seen them move into that Donbas region? And have you seen them move
further into Ukraine beyond those two regions?

JOHN KIRBY: Okay, a lot — a lot there. On the Donetsk and Luhansk, as you’ve heard
administration officials say before, we do believe that that marks the beginning of an invasion.
We certainly believe that Russian — additional Russian military forces are moving in to that
region, not beyond that region that we have seen. But we can't confirm with any great specificity
the numbers and — and what the formations are, what the capabilities are. But we certainly
believe that that is happening. As for your larger question, without speaking to specific timing
because only Mr. Putin knows what the timing is here. What I would tell you, we continue to see
him form his capabilities in such a way that leads us to believe that — that we are potentially
close to some sort of action. Again, what that action’s going to be and exactly on what a timeline,
we can't be sure, but — but what we see is that Russian forces continue to assemble closer to the
border and — and put themselves in advance stage of readiness to act, to — to conduct military
action in Ukraine. Again, at virtually any time now. We — we believe that they are — they are
— they’re ready. I’ll just put it at — just leave it at that, that they're ready. Jen? 

JENNIFER GRIFFIN: John, there are reports of a chemical plant in Crimea that’s been
evacuated. This is the kind of location that was described to us by Secretary Blinken as a possible
staged provocation. Are you seeing reports of any sort of preparations either for an attack on a
chemical plant or what are — what are you seeing? 

KIRBY: I don't have any specifics on that claim, but it is of a piece of the kind of ridiculous
claims that we've seen the Russians make in recent days of alleged provocations or assaults and
attacks unprovoked on their — on their people. So again, no knowledge of this particular one.
But — but again, we have been seeing this over now — recent days, these — these claims of
whether they're acts of terror or acts of violence, unprovoked shelling of — of Russian forces or
— or Russian separatists. All again, that is of a piece of the playbook that we — that we have
seen the Russians you time and time again. I have no specific knowledge about this particular
report. But, again, it fits perfectly into the Russian disinformation playbook. 

GRIFFIN: Did the U.S. government help protect the Ukrainian government from this denial of
service attack, the cyber attack? Did you help them with preparations for how to rebut — to get
back online quickly after such an attack? 

KIRBY: So, first, I don't think we're in a position to attribute these cyber disruptions that you're



talking about. I assume the various websites — the government websites that were taken off line?
What I would just tell you broadly speaking, Jen, is that we have provided some cyber resilience
training and assistance to Ukrainians and I won't go beyond that in terms of — in terms of these
specific attacks. Again, not in a position right now to attribute them to any one entity. I would
just say that, again, this is of a piece of a Russian playbook, which is to disrupt in cyber space.


