
ABC’s Good Morning America
03/02/22
7:02:37 a.m.
4 minutes and 18 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; President Biden Delivers State of the Union;
Condemns Putin & Pushes “Unity Agenda” at Home]

ROBIN ROBERTS: President Biden delivering his first State of the Union address amid an
international crisis as we know. 

T.J. HOLMES: And there was a show of support for Ukraine and house chamber last night.
Lawmakers in blue and yellow wearing pins and waving flags. 

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS: The President condemned Russian President Vladimir Putin
saying he had badly miscalculated and would pay a price for the invasion. But Russian forces are
stepping up their attacks this morning. And on the domestic front, the President took on inflation,
the pandemic, and crime. In a moment, we'll hear from Vice President Kamala Harris. Chief
White House correspondent Cecilia Vega starts us off. Good morning, Cecilia.

CECILIA VEGA: George, good morning. No doubt President Biden delivered this speech last
night to a divided nation, one that is frustrated with COVID-19 and very worried about inflation,
but when he called on the world to save democracy in the face of a common enemy, Vladimir
Putin, President Biden saw something he has rarely seen since taking office: unity on both sides
of the aisle. In his first State of the Union address, President Biden vowing to fight for
democracy and make Vladimir Putin pay for Russia's war against Ukraine. 

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN: Putin sought to shake the very foundation of the free world, thinking
he could make it bend to his menacing ways, but he badly miscalculated. 

VEGA: Lawmakers wearing Ukraine's blue and yellow colors and waving flags in solidarity and
in a bipartisan show of force, saluting Ukraine's ambassador to the United States with a standing
ovation. The President announcing new moves to combat Putin’s aggression. 

BIDEN: We will join our allies in closing off American airspace to all Russian flights, further
isolating Russia and adding additional squeeze on their economy. [APPLAUSE] [SCREEN
WIPE] He has no idea what's coming. 

VEGA: To blunt the impact of war and pain at the pump here at home, he also announced the
release of millions of barrels of oil from the strategic reserve and he had this message of
reassurance in the face the Kremlin putting its nuclear forces on high alert:

BIDEN: I want you to know we're going to be okay. 

VEGA: With inflation at a 40 year high, the President promising to make fighting rising prices



his top priority.

BIDEN: Too many families are struggling to keep up with their bills. Inflation is robbing them of
gains they thought otherwise they would be able to feel.

VEGA: He's pushing for lowering the cost of prescription drugs and childcare, once in his Build
Back Better plan now stalled, blocked by some in his own party, one of them Senator Joe
Manchin seen sitting with Republicans. His office calling it a show of bipartisanship. And in the
packed maskless chamber, the President also signaling a new phase in the fight against COVID
—

BIDEN: And thanks to the progress we’ve made in the past year, COVID-19 no longer need
control our lives. 

VEGA: — announcing his administration will send more free rapid tests to Americans and
unveiling a new test to treat program. 

BIDEN: People can get tested at a pharmacy and if they prove positive, receive the antiviral pills
on the spot at no cost. 

VEGA: The President even winning some Republican cheers with his message on fighting crime. 

BIDEN: We should all agree the answer is not to defund the police. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: That's right! 

BIDEN: It's to fund the police. Fund them. [SCREEN WIPE] Fund them with resources and
training. 

VEGA: But Republican Congresswoman Lauren Boebert of Colorado drawing boos, including
from members of her own party for heckling the President over the deaths of 13 service members
in Afghanistan. 

BIDEN: A cancer that would put them in a flag draped coffin. I know. 

CONGRESSWOMAN LAUREN BOEBERT (R-CO): You put them in. 13 of them.

[AUDIENCE BOOS]

VEGA: It came just as President Biden was talking about care for veterans and his late son
Beau's battle with cancer. 

BIDEN: One of those soldiers is my son, Major Beau Biden. 

VEGA: But in these divided times, it was his praise for the strength of the American people that



brought this chamber to its feet. 

BIDEN: The state of the union is strong because you, the American people, are strong. [SCREEN
WIPE] We are stronger today than we were a year ago and we'll be stronger a year from now than
we are today! This is our moment! 

VEGA: Now with that 37 percent approval rating, the President is looking for one of these post-
speech bounces, so he heads to Wisconsin today to tout his bipartisan infrastructure law but so
much of the rest of his agenda, Robin, remains stalled in Congress with a big question this
morning is: Does that speech move that needle a little?

ROBERTS: That is the big question. Cecilia, thank you.

(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; President Biden Delivers State of the Union;
Condemns Putin & Pushes “Unity Agenda” at Home]

STEPHANOPOULOS: We’re going to get to the news right now, beginning with President
Biden delivering his first state of the union address last night amid an international crisis —
condemned Vladimir Putin, saying that Putin badly miscalculated and would pay a price for the
invasion. And on the domestic front, the President took on inflation, the pandemic, and crime.
Let's go back to our chief White House correspondent Cecilia Vega. Good morning, Cecilia

VEGA: Hey, George, good morning. Yeah, even here in divided Washington, there was unity on
one topic in particular: Vladimir Putin being the common enemy. Both sides of the aisle standing
up last night to give a standing ovation to the people of Ukraine. In his first state of the union
address, President Biden vowing to fight for democracy and make Putin pay for Russia's war
against Ukraine.

BIDEN: Putin sought to shake the very foundation of the free world, thinking he could make it
bend to his menacing ways, but he badly miscalculated. 

VEGA: Lawmakers wearing Ukraine's blue and yellow colors and waving flags in solidarity and
in a bipartisan show of force, saluting Ukraine's ambassador to the United States with a standing
ovation. The President announcing new moves to combat Putin’s aggression. 

BIDEN: We will join our allies in closing off American airspace to all Russian flights, further
isolating Russia and adding additional squeeze on their economy. [APPLAUSE] [SCREEN
WIPE] He has no idea what's coming. 

VEGA: To blunt the impact of war and pain at the pump here at home, he also announced the



release of millions of barrels of oil from the strategic reserve and he had this message of
reassurance in the face the Kremlin putting its nuclear forces on high alert:

BIDEN: I want you to know we're going to be okay.

VEGA: This morning George asking the Vice President about the best possible outcome. 

STEPHANOPOULOS [TO HARRIS]: Does the United States want the Russian people and
Putin's fellow oligarchs to rise up and depose him? 

HARRIS: Well, what we want is that he will leave Ukraine. What we want is that Ukrainian
people will be free and safe. But it — but we are now at a place where, obviously, Russia has yet
again invaded Ukraine and we must stand in solidarity with our allies and make sure there are
severe and swift consequences, which is what we have been doing.

VEGA: But in these divided times, it was his praise for the strength of the American people that
brought this chamber to its feet. 

BIDEN: The state of the union is strong because you, the American people, are strong. [SCREEN
WIPE] We are stronger today than we were a year ago and we'll be stronger a year from now than
we are today! This is our moment! 

VEGA: Now there was one really big change last night. Take a look right here at this video. No
masks inside that chamber. This was the first time since taking office President Biden has really
been in a room with that many people who were not wearing masks. And so, on this COVID-19
front, he announced this new test to treat program where people can get tested at a pharmacy and
get these free antiviral pills if they test positive right there on the spot. George, the President
signaling a new phase in the pandemic, saying COVID should no longer control our lives. 

STEPHANOPOULOS: We all hope we have really turned the corner on that. Okay, Cecilia,
thanks very much.


