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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: MAGA Material; Covering Right Wing Culture, on the Ground]

BRIAN STELTER: Do you think there’s a through line between talking to Americans about the
Trump movement and MAGA and then going to Hungary and talking about Hungary.

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: “Hungary for Democracy”; Covering Warning Signs for
American...in Europe]

JORDAN KLEPPER: Sure. I mean, I was shocked when I headed and landed in Budapest, they
were talking about Hunter Biden’s laptop.

STELTER: No, they weren’t.

KLEPPER: They 100 percent were. I had questions about Viktor Orban was really chummy with
Vladimir Putin even weeks before the invasion and Ukraine is next to Hungary. That’s a fact I’ve
known for literally months now and —

STELTER: Congratulations.

KLEPPER: — thank you very much.

(....)
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KLEPPER: It’s already been in the atmosphere, something conservatives look to — Hungary as
potential some conservative wonderland and we were curious, what does that look like? 

STELTER: Right.

KLEPPER: And I think, we thought, maybe this — 

STELTER: So, what does it look like?

KLEPPER: Well, I mean, you know, they’re borrowing a lot of the blueprints America have [sic]
going on right here. They’re just a little bit more successful and further along. People have called
Viktor Orban a competent Trump. What you’ve seen is somebody who’s been able to hold onto
power for a long period of time, whose — controls the media landscape. They had an election.
You barely saw anything from the other side of the aisle and also, they vilify people in a way to



get voters out and about. The LGBTQ community has been attacked by Orban for years and,
right now, they’ve become the boogeyman along with George Soros. Again, all things that you
start to see happening here in America and what they have is a democracy that is slowly sliding
toward autocracy right there in a European nation.

(....)
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KLEPPER: You know, Budapest, much like American cities — it’s an urban environment, a lot
of progressives there who are frustrated. They feel like their liberties have been stamped out, they
feel like they can’t get their messages out and — and what you’re starting to see is a brain drain
of those young people there. Members of the LGBTQ community, who once could adopt
children and start families, they’re being pushed out. The tenor of the culture has changed. We
hear stories of people getting ridiculed on the streets day in and day out and Hungary was — was
progressive 15 years ago. I talked to people who were there, like, it was more inclusive, more
open, and now that’s changing and changing and changing and the ability to actually change that
narrative, it’s harder for people with a progressive mindset.

STELTER: You can’t help but think about the anti-trans legislation in some states, the anti-gay
narratives in GOP media. When you talk about Hungary and what’s happening in Hungary, I
can’t help but think about what’s happening in the U.S.

KLEPPER: We — you immediately look at that.

STELTER: Right.

KLEPPER: I think what they’ve done successfully is they start ot equate homosexuality with
pedophilia and therefore they can pass vague laws under the umbrella of protecting children and
you have a media landscape who is now afraid of what they call is propaganda toward a gay
lifestyle. What that really means is, suddenly, you have a positive gay character in a Friends
episode. Now, people don’t know if that can be on television and so, the landscape changes.

STELTER: Right.

KLEPPER: You stop [sic] seeing less representation and because you’ve conflated sexuality with
pedophila and you bring that to the voting booth, well, a lot of people don’t know enough about
the issues and they’re against pedophila and suddenly, they’re voting against a narrative that is
keeping a lot of people out.

STELTER: Right.

KLEPPER: And I see what’s happening in Florida and I look to Hungary —



STELTER: Right.

KLEPPER: — and I’m like, that’s where that slide goes.

(....)

11:19:10 a.m.
52 seconds

STELTER; So, I think this comes up whenever you do one of these specials. People say, well,
aren’t you just cherrypicking the biggest fools or the least educated or the — the — you know,
taking quotes out of context from people. Is that — is that an issue for you when you go out to —

KLEPPER: Well, it’s amazing going out to America. You’d be surprised how lowly educated
folks we run out into — 

STELTER: Hey, now.

KLEPPER: — in America.

STELTER: No, but you show up at these Trump rallies and you find — you interview lots of
people and then you show us the — what?

KLEPPER: Well, we are a comedy show and we are open about that. We look for humor. We
look for hypocrisy. We don’t have to look that hard. I would say you go to a Trump rally and
people are dressed to impress. They want to talk.

STELTER: Oh, interesting.

KLEPPER: It’s not as if you have to push people to get their ideas out there.

STELTER: I see what you’re saying.

KLEPPER: Turn on any social media app. The information, the perspective is out there. When I
went to CPAC, I thought I would be persona non grata. There was a line of people not only to
take selfies with me, but I talked to young, conservative politicians who are looking to get a
foothold in their party.


