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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: About Face]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: About face. Chaos and confusion from coast to coast this morning
after the mask mandate for most travelers comes to a sudden end. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE #1: I think it is great. Yeah. I think everyone's ready. I think it’s about
time.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE #2: I just feel safer around people with masks. 

GUTHRIE: Airlines dropping requirements for the first time in two years, but some major
airports still not on-board and the Biden administration considering whether to fight it in court.
We'll sort it out, straight ahead.

(....)

7:03:25 a.m.
3 minutes and 45 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Mask Mandate Confusion]

GUTHRIE: But we want to start this morning with signs that the U.S. is really turning a page,
more than two years after the start of the pandemic. The question now though is what's next? The
federal mask mandate is dead for the moment. The Justice Department says it may appeal the
decision, maybe if the CDC deems that masks are still necessary. So it’s a ball of confusion.
NBC's Tom Costello outside Union Station in Washington, D.C. The Amtrak station there. Good
morning. You’re still seeing people mask up. 

TOM COSTELLO: Oh, absolutely. Savannah, good morning to you know. You know, we see a
shrinking number of cities still requiring masks in these mass transit settings. But Washington,
D.C. has dropped the mask mandate. Notably, New York City still requiring masks in public
transit settings. But we've been talking to people in bus stations, train stations, airports
nationwide and many of them say this mask has kept them healthy for the past two years. They
don't want to drop it yet. For better or worse, after 14 months of a federal transportation mask
order — 

AIRLINE PILOT: Feel free to exercise your freedom this morning.

COSTELLO: — this morning, the country is at a pandemic turning point. 



UNIDENTIFIED MALE #3: I prefer not to wear if I don't have to, so I'm glad that it’s dropped. 

COSTELLO: For millions of travelers it is reason to celebrate. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE #1: I think it is great. Yeah. I think everyone's ready. It is about time. 

COSTELLO: But others are worried about a new COVID variant spreading fast with 2,600
deaths just last week. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE #2: The coronavirus is really spreading and I just feel safer around
people with masks. 

COSTELLO: In Houston, transit crews removed their “Mask Up to Ride” signs, while New York
remains the largest city hold out, still requiring facial coverings on trains, buses, and taxis.

NEW YORK CITY MAYOR ERIC ADAMS (D): We continue to urge New Yorkers to wear
masks if they’re in an environment with unknowns — the status of the persons or individuals
they are around.. 

COSTELLO: But nationally, Uber and Lyft are dropping the mask. 

LYFT DRIVER JACQUELINE WHITE: I might still wear mine, you know, but if the passengers
don't want to wear it, I’m not — you know, I'm okay with it.

COSTELLO: But the patch work of changing rules is still causing confusion in some places. In
Philadelphia, for example, you can fly on a plane unmasked but in the airport terminal, mask
goes back on. Take the subway or Uber, mask can come off. But go grab dinner or do some
shopping in the city, mask up again. A Trump-appointed federal judge struck down the federal
mandate, ruling it exceeded the CDC's authority. The White House COVID response coordinator
Dr. Ashish Jha tweeting, “CDC scientists had asked for 15 days to make a more data-drive
durable decision. We should have given it to them.” Health experts remain concerned about the
immunocompromised and children under 5 who aren't yet vaccinated

DR. VIN GUPTA: Is this the type of precedence we want to set that the CDC can be undermined
by a federal judge in Florida? Is that the type of precedence here? I think that is terrible
precedence. 

GUTHRIE: Well, speaking of the legal precedence, in order for anything to change, the Justice
Department would have to appeal the ruling against the mask mandate. And the Justice
Department is still up in the air about that. 

COSTELLO: Yeah, Justice may appeal if the CDC wants to pursue the mask mandate. CDC so
far isn't talking. Listen, Justice would likely not request a stay because the cat’s out of the bag.
People do not want to start masking up again and the thinking this is a political liability for white
house and the President. But they are concerned about precedent. If the CDC is not allowed to



enact these types of health measures in the event of another pandemic, then that’s something that
they feel like they need to address now, appeal it now and try to establish a proper — in their
view, a proper working relationship through this.

GUTHRIE: Yeah, rolling the dice on a favorable ruling though too. Tom, thank you very much.

(....)

8:00:33 a.m. [TEASE]
16 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Mask Appeal]

GUTHRIE: Mask appeal.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE #3: If I prefer not to wear the mask if I don't have to. So I'm glad that
it’s dropped. 

GUTHRIE: New confusion this morning after the mandate for travelers comes to an end. The
Justice Department saying it may appeal the ruling. What you need to know about the latest back
and forth.

(....)

8:02:19 a.m.
2 minutes and 5 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: News at 8; Mask Mandate Confusion]

GUTHRIE: Americans dealing with new confusion this morning now that the federal mask
mandate has been struck down. There's still plenty of places where local rules still require face
coverings, however. And all of this is happening while the new ba.2 variant is still spreading.
NBC's Tom Costello is outside union station in Washington, D.C. with the very latest. Tom,
good morning. 

COSTELLO: Yeah, Savannah, in fact, 2,600 people died just last week from COVID, so this is
still a very real and spreading pandemic. But as it relates to the mask mandate, you’re right. The
federal transportation mask mandate struck down. You don't have to wear a mask on a plane, for
example, in most airports, buses, and trains. But — and there is always a but, right? New York
City is among the very few cities still keeping the mask mandate in place. Kind of confusing in
Philadelphia, for example. You don't have to wear one on the plane. Get into the airport, you do.
Get into the Uber, you don't. Go out for dinner, for example, to a restaurant, maybe local mall,
you do again. So there really is a patch work. Bottom line, most cities across the country have
now dropped the mask mandate on public transportation, buses, trains, and planes. Planes is a
federal mandate, of course. We did talk to quite a few people who said listen, they’re just not



comfortable yet dropping the mask given the fact that COVID is spreading and given the fact
that, for example, many people say they’ve been very healthy for the last two years. Not even a
cold and they believe the mask has helped them through that. We’ll see how this plans out. By
the way, the Justice Department says it may in fact, may appeal that judges decision to drop the
mandate if the CDC believes the mandate is still important. They would not request a stay. They
believe, listen, this is a done deal. The cat's out of the bag. You can't put the mask mandate back
in place. They’re worried about the precedent that that judge set if she or any judge is allowed to
override the CDC in a health emergency when they’re trying to protect the public good. Is that
something the justice department should stand for? Should it fight the battle not just for this
administration but future administrations? Savannah?

GUTHRIE: That’s the big question this morning. Tom, thank you very much. 


