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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: New Developments; Growing Fallout From Supreme Court Leak;
States Race to Get Ahead of Final Decision on Roe v. Wade]

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS: Let’s get more from our congressional correspondent Rachel
Scott. So we know this will go back to the states if Roe v. Wade is overturned, a lot of states are
prepared to severely limit or ban abortion.

RACHEL SCOTT: Yeah, George, this would be a seismic shift. Women would be waking up to
a whole new reality. If Roe v. Wade is overturned, at least 26 states, including right here in Ohio
would ban abortion or severely restrict it. And abortion providers say those who are suddenly
outraged really haven’t been paying attention because already 13 states have passed these
so-called trigger laws that would ban abortion as soon the Supreme court allows it. No
exceptions for rape or incest, only to save the life of a mother, George.

STEPHANOPOULOS: And you're seeing states on both sides of the issue prepared to move even
before the final decision comes. 

SCOTT: Yeah, you have blue states looking to protect access to abortion. You have red states
looking to restrict it and Democrats are really scrambling to try and find a way to offset some of
the wave of abortion laws that we are seeing taking place and sweeping the country. So, the
governor there in Connecticut hoping a sign a bill to safeguard abortions that would also protect
providers from out-of-state lawsuits. But in Oklahoma, the Republican governor doing the exact
opposite, signing a bill overnight that bans abortion as early as six weeks into a woman’s
pregnancy. That’s before many women even know that they are pregnant and that is effective
immediately, George.

STEPHANOPOULOS: And they’re already seeing the impact in Oklahoma.

SCOTT: Already seeing the impact. Abortions in that state will all but stop. But I think it's really
important to note here that this does not stop abortions entirely. What we have seen is women
will go through whatever hurdle, whatever length necessary in order to have a choice including
traveling hundreds of miles out of state. They are — right now, we are seeing abortion deserts
sort of sweep across the middle part of the country and what abortion providers fear most is for
the women who do not have the option, who do not have the means to travel hundreds of miles,
George. 

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Live on GMA; Growing Fallout From Supreme Court Leak; Draft
Decision Shows Justices Could be Poised to Overturn Roe v. Wade]

STEPHANOPOULOS: Rachel Scott, thanks very much. Let's bring in our chief legal analyst Dan



Abrams. Dan, President Biden suggested that same-sex marriage, other rights could be in
jeopardy in the wake of this opinion as well. Justice Alito took pains to kind of take that off the
table — tried to take it off the table. 

DAN ABRAMS: Right. He specifically says this does not apply to intimate sexual relations,
contraception, and marriage. But just because he’s saying it's not supposed to apply to it, it
doesn't mean that someone can't come back to the court and say, let's use the exact same
reasoning that you used in the abortion decision and apply it in a different context, because in
essence, what the court would be saying in this case is, all of that 14th Amendment analysis, all
those times we said there was this particular privacy interest, maybe that doesn't apply anymore.
It doesn't exist in the Constitution, per se. Alito is saying, it doesn't apply there, but it's hard to
figure out how the reasoning wouldn't also apply in some of these other cases. 

ROBIN ROBERTS: No, some people are wondering about IVF. 

ABRAMS: Well, the issue with IVF is the particularly is the freezing of the embryos, right,
because if a state declares that life begins at conception, then it becomes very difficult to figure
out how it would be legal to freeze and potentially destroy embryos, so it is possible, it could
have an impact on IVF, it depends on exactly what the state lays out in terms of the definitions as
to when life begins.

(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Supreme Court Leak; Growing Fallout]

ROBERTS: And how new laws in some states are already impacting the lives of some women.

(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: 8:11; Abortion Rights Battle]

ROBERTS: Coming up, with the fight for abortion rights raging, we hear from some women who
have already had their lives impacted by new state laws.

(....)

8:11:50 a.m.
2 minutes and 39 seconds



[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: GMA Cover Story; Faces of the Abortion Battle; Women Who
Have Traveled for Procedure Share Their Stories]

ROBERTS: We are back now on GMA with our cover story, the battle over abortion is
dominating the headlines as you know, but access to it is already severely limited in parts of the
country. With many women having to travel out of state to have the procedure. Rachel Scott
spoke to women who already made that journey and is back with their stories. Good morning
again, Rachel. 

SCOTT: Hey, Robin. Good morning to you again. Past studies show one in four women will get
an abortion by the time they turn 45 and with more states restricting access to abortion, more
women are showing just how far they will go to have a choice. This morning, as the future of Roe
v. Wade hangs in the balance, women are sharing their own personal stories with abortion. 

ABORTION FACILITY NURSE: They'll call you when they're ready. 

“NICOLE”: Thank you. 

SCOTT: For 39-year-old Nicole, that meant traveling from Oklahoma to this clinic in Wichita,
Kansas, for an abortion last month. 

ABORTION FACILITY RECEPTIONIST: We’ll go over a consent form that is required for
abortions in the state of Kansas. 

“NICOLE”: Okay. 

SCOTT: The clinics in Oklahoma were booked out for weeks dealing with the flood of patients
from Texas where a strict ban is in place. [TO “NICOLE”] What was that conversation like on
the phone when you were trying to schedule that appointment? 

“NICOLE”: I was devastated and as I was crying, she was amazing. She's like, “you know what,
we can't do it here, but I can help you find a different facility. It's going to be in a different state.” 

SCOTT: We met back up with Nicole, a single mother of two in Oklahoma after her
appointment. She said she had to find a way to make it work. 

“NICOLE”: I can barely make ends meet at the moment. I'm willing to do whatever is necessary
because there's no way I can afford another baby. 

SCOTT: Oklahoma has now banned abortion as early as six weeks and Republicans say stricter
bills could soon head to the governor's desk. [TO TREAT] You say that this is a state of
emergency here. 

OKLAHOMA SENATE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE GREG TREAT (R): I do. As long as
innocent life is being lost, I believe there's a state of emergency. 



OKLAHOMA STATE REPRESENTATIVE WENDI STEARMAN (R): My goal is to make
sure that the state of Oklahoma does — outlaws abortion. 

SCOTT: Last year, we followed Maddie across state lines from Texas to Mississippi to the clinic
now at the center of the Supreme Court case. 

“MADDIE”: My decision hasn't wavered. It's my body and it's my choice. 

SCOTT: This is one of the most divisive issues across the country. Women like Maddie now fear
that more women will have to go through the same hurdles they did in order to have an abortion.
But some groups who have been fighting to overturn Roe v. Wade for nearly 50 years say it
would be a long time coming, Robin. 

ROBERTS: Thank you, Rachel. We know that you have spoken to so many women and we want
people to know they can see more of your reporting tonight on Nightline. Thank you, Rachel. 


