
White House press briefing [via ABC News Live]
05/12/22
3:59:05 p.m.
51 seconds

ED O’KEEFE: On the formula shortage, just two quick ones. You said that this has been
something that’s been in the works for several months, mostly through the FDA. When was the
first time the President was briefed on the shortage? 

JEN PSAKI: I'm not going to get into internal briefings, he's been made aware of it through the
process. And there’s been steps —

O’KEEFE: [Inaudible] this week?

PSAKI: It would have been, yes.

O’KEEFE: Has there been any consideration of using the Defense Production Act? Cause some
—

PSAKI: There are a range — there are a range of options, including that, under consideration, Ed,
but I would note the issue here is that a manufacturer was taken off line because they did not
produce a safe baby formula. So, what we are doing here at this point in time is working with
other manufacturers who can produce safe baby formulas. And we’ve had success in increasing
our productivity, their productivity, over the last four weeks, and we’re continuing to work on
that. 

O’KEEFE: He would have known about this before this week? It wasn’t like this suddenly
popped up?

PSAKI: This has been something the administration has been working on for sometime now.

(....)

4:01:09 p.m.
5 minutes and 11 seconds

JACQUI HEINRICH: A couple of quick follow-ups on baby formula —

PSAKI: Sure.

HEINRICH: — then I want to get to something else. It does seem like we should've seen this
coming, that maybe the FDA could have done more on the baby formula shortage. The
whistleblower who used to work at that Sturgis plant warned the FDA top officials about safety
concerns in October, but they didn’t interview that whistleblower until December. The inspection
wasn’t until January 31. The recall happened February 17. So, is that timeline acceptable to the



White House? And, if not, what is the White House doing to correct that at the FDA?

PSAKI: I'm sure there will be plenty of time to take a look at if there are any issues that could
have been improved here. I don't have any specific analysis of that at this moment in time. What I
will note is that there has been work ongoing on this for months. That’s how we increased the
supply and how we’re able to, you know, increase the sales based on the month of April overall.
But there’s more that needs to be done. Clearly, we don't want any parent to fear about not being
able to provide formula to the child. And, as I noted at the top, the president is, you know,
leaving no stone unturned in addressing this. 

HEINRICH: I didn’t see anything in the fact sheet related to possible antitrust concerns.
According to one report, 89 percent of the market’s controlled by four companies. I know the
President has tried to increase competition in other areas where it’s consolidated like meat-
packing. So, is there going to be any call for increased competition in that industry coming from
the White House? 

PSAKI: Jacqui, it's a good question, I have not been made aware of that being a concern here.
But, I'm happy to raise it and see if there’s more to tell you.

HEINRICH: Thank you. I want to shift gears — only slightly — 

PSAKI: Sure.

HEINRICH: — to crack pipes.

PSAKI: Okay.

HEINRICH: You said in February that no money from a 30 million dollar harm reduction
program would fund distribution of crack pipes in safe smoking kits. The Washington Free
Beacon reported that they went to harm reduction facilities in five cities and all of those facilities
had crack pipes in their kits. HHS would not say which programs had applied for funding and the
recipient list is not out yet. So, I’m just wondering if the White House can say about if any
taxpayer dollars paid for these crack pipes?

PSAKI: No federal funding has gone to it. 

HEINRICH: And is there any oversight to ensure that, when that money goes out for the
program, that these organizations will not use federal dollars for crack pipes? 

PSAKI: This policy does not allow for crack pipes to be included. I would just note that this is a
bit of a conspiracy theory that's been spread out there. It is not accurate. There’s important drug
treatment programs for people who have been suffering from what we have seen as an exit
epidemic across the country and money is not used for crack pipes.

HEINRICH: I wanted to ask about the President’s comments last night. He went off about



MAGA again.

PSAKI: Yeah.

HEIRNICH: He referred —

PSAKI: MAGA King.

HEINRICH: — yeah. He referred to — to former President Trump as the Ultra-MAGA King.
He’s been decrying Ultra-MAGA Republicans and saying he's going to be doing it more. But
Hillary Clinton expressed some regret, not too long ago, for referring to Trump voters as
deplorables who couldn't be redeemed. And considering that Trump got 74 million votes in the
last election, I’m just wondering if this is the best strategy for Biden to win people over — win
over support ahead of the midterms, especially given his inaugural theme being America United? 

PSAKI: Well, I would say that the President is not afraid to call out what he sees as extreme
positions that are out of line with where the American people stand and whether that is
supporting a tax plan that will raise taxes on 75 million Americans making less than $100,000 a
year or whether it is supporting efforts to overturn Roe v. Wade, something that two thirds of the
American people in a Fox News poll, may I add, supported. And there are countless examples
from there. The President believes that there is still work that we can do together. The bipartisan
Innovation Act is a good example of that. But, again, he is not going to stand back and stand
aside while people are pushing for extreme positions that are not in the interest or supported by
the vast majority of the American people. 

HEINRICH: And on inflation, today, Ro Khana, just sort of feeding into his comments about last
night — from last night about inflation. The President was talking about the economy, when he
was referring to ultra-MAGA and Ro Khanna said today that blaming Putin may not be effective.
He said we need to say inflation is a real threat, it's an emergency. So, it seems that the President
has been ratcheting up this rhetoric, you know, blaming Republicans, blaming Putin, we’ve heard
all the reasons why the pandemic is a factor. But, Ro Khanna is asking, you know, this White
House to call inflation in emergency and to call up the National Guard to help with supply
chains. Are those things that you’d consider — this White House would consider?

PSAKI: Jacqui, I don't think anyone doesn't think that inflation is an issue. The President has said
that countless times. 

HEINRICH: [Inaudible]

PSAKI: The question is — it doesn’t matter what you call it. The President just gave a speech on
it yesterday. The issue — the question is: what is your plan to address this? He laid out a multi
part plan yesterday, he has taken a range of steps, including steps even announced this week to
lower the price of high-speed internet for tens of millions of Americans, to give farmers the tools
and resources they need to boost production, to lower the deficit, something that happened on his
watch last year, which will help, to relieve one million barrels of oil from the strategic petroleum



reserve, to fix the family glitch. What is the plan on the other side? We all recognize it’s a
problem. But if you open the cupboard door, there’s nothing there and that’s the issue.

(....)

4:10:49 p.m.
2 minutes

PETER ALEXANDER: Rory Hu is from Nick News.

PSAKI: I know Rory. We’ve met. [TO HU] Rory, go ahead.

RORY HU: Hi, I just have a question and a follow-up. So, first, there are concerns about the
negative impacts of social media on the mental health of children. Will the White House take
actions to prevent these adverse effects?

PSAKI: As a mom myself, Rory, my daughter is younger than you. She would think you are very
hip and cool. No doubt. This is a huge concern that I have. We have. The President has. This is
the impact of social media platforms, their enormous power and the fact that it is largely
unchecked. It is certainly something that our surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy has talked about
in terms of the impact of social media platforms and what — the impact they're having on the
mental health, the self-esteem of young people, and so I would say the President, the First Lady,
all of us believe that more needs to be done. 

HU: And the internet has to become a tool for children’s education. A lot of students use the
internet to learn, so how will the White House prevent children from getting misinformed from
the internet?

PSAKI: Such a good question too. While I know reporters like yourself and people that other
kids listen to are good voices to provide accurate information. And you are coming here and
asking tough questions is an important part of that. I would say that one of the things that we
encourage parents to do is, you know, you make sure that you are educating yourself on all of
these platforms. And what information is available, and working with your kids to make sure
they understand it’s accurate and inaccurate. There are certainly steps the government can take,
but there's also an ongoing development of new tools, and we as parents need to keep educating
ourselves about what is out there, so we can make sure our kids have access to good information,
informative information. We watch a lot of animal videos in my house. That is all good and
positive and not access to information that’s inaccurate, misleading, or — or problematic. 

REPORTER: Jen, follow up.

PSAKI [TO JUSTIN SINK]: Go ahead. 

JUSTIN SINK: Thanks. Much better than Portnoy, so —



[REPORTERS LAUGH]

PSAKI: Yeah. Hard — hard confirm.

(....)

4:18:23 p.m.
1 minute and 14 seconds

ASHLEY PARKER: Jen, two of the — or some of the steps — at least two of them —
announced today on infant formula seem like things that could have been announced and steps
that could have been taken earlier. And any woman following this on any moms-list or whatever
has known of rumblings of this crisis since nearly — the plant shut down in February. Why —
why did it take so long to announce the steps you announced today?

PSAKI: Well, again, some of these steps we've been working on, just because we've not been
announcing them publicly, including increasing supply and working with producers and
suppliers. Some of the challenges we’re also seeing — let me just note it — and I noted this a
little bit earlier, is this hoarding issue. And we are also — have been also calling on retailers to
impose purchasing limits to prevent the possibility of hoarding because we know that that is an
issue. Again, sometimes people who are fearful, which is understandable, but also it is — it is
also there is an element of people who are trying to benefit financially off of that fear, which is
where we had a concern. But since the recall, we've been working non-stop to address and
alleviate supply issues by working with these retailers, engaging with the FDA on additional
steps we could take. And, obviously, we’re talking about laying all the specifics out now.

(....)

4:30:39 p.m.
1 minute and 41 seconds

CHRIS CADELAGO: So, as part of this Ultra-MAGA rollout, the President has talked a lot
about, sort of, what the Republican — what he thinks the Republican Party now stands for. He’s
also, you know, thrown out some tough language, saying they were “petty” and “mean spirited”
and, sort of, cowering to former President Trump. Does he — but he’s also said he’s been
surprised by that.  Does he still feel like the fever will break in Washington?

PSAKI: Well, you mean, in terms of the Ultra-MAGA followers of the former president?

CADELAGO: Just in terms of if Ultra-MAGA, you know, as he says, controls the party, that
would be the party that he thought would come around.

PSAKI: Well, I just want to make sure I understand your question. 

CADELAGO: Sure.



PSAKI: Are you asking me if he thinks that there will ever be a period of time where there will
not be a Ultra-MAGA party or if —

CADELAGO: Does he — does he feel like there will be a period in time when he is president in
which the ultra-MAGA wing of the Republican Party doesn’t control it and that the fever will
break in Washington?

PSAKI: Well, that’s certainly his hope. The President has long believed that Democrats and
Republicans can work together — can work together to get things done. He signed 80 bipartisan
bal- — bills into law last year. The Bipartisan Innovation Act is something we’re still working to
get through. And his view is that this is a conversation — a lot of it’s happening in Washington.
And they are — for the American people and the American public, a lot of these policies that the
ultra-MAGA wing, the MAGA King — all the different terminology where the President is using
out there — does not align with where the vast majority of the public is, and elected officials
should be doing what the vast majority of the public wants them to do.

(....)

4:32:47 p.m.
59 seconds

JOSH LEDERMAN: Staying on ultra-MAGA and the Rick Scott —

PSAKI: Yeah.

LEDERMAN: Obviously, the President himself is not subject to the Hatch Act. But as the
midterms start to take over basically everything, can you just talk about how the White House is
navigating the distinction between political speech and official events?

PSAKI: For the Pres- — in what the President is doing or how he spends his time?

LEDERMAN: In terms of the appropriateness of making explicitly political or campaign-focused
messages during official White House events?

PSAKI: Well, I would say that I am subject to the Hatch Act, as I have noted — in a sternly
written letter to me — but the President is not, as you know. And he is the leader of the
Democratic Party. He’s also the Commander-in-Chief. He’s also the leader of the free world and
what he is pointing out is what he sees to be a troubling trend in our democ- — into our country
that’s a threat to our democracy, a threat to progress. And certainly, he’s going to continue to
draw the contrast for the American people on what the options present. 


