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TONY DOKOUPIL: You have been watching a news conference a couple miles from where I'm
standing featuring Texas Governor Greg Abbott confronted at the end of his remarks by Beto
O’Rourke. We could not make out what Mr. O’Rourke was saying, but some profanity from the
stage, from the deputy governor — the lieutenant governor of Texas. We presume the issue was
over a key question from the press conference. Governor Abbott said, in private, to law
enforcement and recounted the story to the public, what is the problem, and his answer — his
answer was mental health, not guns.

(....)
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DOKOUPIL: We're going to cut back in as the lieutenant governor begins his remarks. His
earlier remarks directly to Beto O’Rourke, former congressman now running for governor from
the great state of Texas, he said, “you sick son of a” — a word I can't repeat — “sit down, you
are out of line.” This a difference of opinion, you might say, in the most dramatic form over what
exactly is to blame for the massacre in the building behind me, and what exactly this community
needs now, healing for those who are suffering or a change to policy to help the next victims, the
victims to come. Let's go now to Janet Shamlian, who was at the press conference. Janet, you
were in the room. My goodness, could you make out what was being said by Beto O’Rourke? 

JANET SHAMLIAN: Well I did see what happened before the press conference started. I was in
the third — third — aisle — third row on the aisle, rather, and there were two people across the
aisle from me, and a moment before the press conference started, they got up from their seats,
when Beto walked in, so they were seat holders for him, and then he sat down. So, his presence
wasn't really noticed in the 15 or 20 minutes that people were gathering inside because he was
not in the room. So, this seems something very clearly staged by Beto O’Rourke and his
campaign, wanting to confront the governor at this moment.

(....)
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SHAMLIAN: I just have to tell you that it looks like maybe Beto O’Rourke is being removed or
somebody right now because there's a lot of commotion here behind me. But, certainly, a
news-making press conference that is still going on, Tony. 

DOKOUPIL: Yeah, Janet, you know, to hear you talk about the seat holders for Beto O’Rourke ,



it definitely indicates that Beto had a plan to get in there and make some sort of a scene. We still
don't know exactly what was said. So, it was staged, as you pointed out. Of course, a press
conference, which was what was going on on-stage is also staged. So some political do-si-do
here in the state of Texas. Two other items I think were interesting new coming out of that press
conference — you know what — you know what — Janet, we've got Beto with a scrum of
reporters and audio. Let's listen top what he has to say.

[BETO TALKING]

DOKOUPIL: I don't know what his exacts words were there but I presume it had something to do
with gun control, a policy platform that is important to him and many others in his parties and
many Americans, for that matter.

(....)
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DOKOUPIL: It's also interesting, there's no known criminal history, at least adult criminal
history, to this fresh 18-year-old, just turned 18 this month. The governor not ruling out possibly
some juvenile charges. Key to the debate that followed and the outburst between him and Beto
O’Rourke, the governor said there is no known mental health diagnosis for the gunman who
slaughtered so many in the building behind me. That would seem to gravely imperil the next
statement, which was that mental health is the root of the problem here in Texas. I want to let our
viewers know about a recent CBS News poll that was taken after the Buffalo, New York mass
shooting, the one from a weekend ago, before the shooting here in Uvalde. It found 54 percent of
Americans — so a slim majority — do want laws covering the sale of guns made more strict than
they are now. 30 percent said the laws should be kept about where they are. And 16 percent want
them to be even less strict. It gives you a sense of where the country is. Most people want some
sort of tightening of the regulations as they exist.

(....)
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DOKOUPIL: We had a show vote when it came to abortion. Now, we’re talking about a show
vote when it comes to — a show vote, rather, when ti comes gun control. I wonder when there's
going to be some compromise and members of both parties will be able to get behind something.
As you say, there's that 60-vote threshold.

(....)
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DOKOUPIL: Governor Greg Abbott said children are a blessing. That’s certainly true. Guns are
right and one seems to be threatening the other at the moment.


