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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Impassioned Plea]

HODA KOTB: Impassioned plea. 

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN: For God’s sake, do something. 

KOTB: President Biden addressing the nation, saying mass shootings have turned cities into
killing fields. And demanding lawmakers take action. 

BIDEN: How many more innocent American lives must be taken before we say enough, enough?

HOTB: This morning, his push to ban assault weapons and expand background checks. And the
President's own admission it’s easier said than done. So, is there any hope of Democrats and
Republicans coming together in any way? We are live at the White House.

(....)

7:03:56 p.m.
3 minutes and 33 seconds

HODA KOTB: But we do begin with President Biden's national address on gun violence calling
on Congress to act amid a string of recent mass shootings across the country. More than 230
since January 1st. We've got it all covered. We're going to start with NBC's Kristen Welker
who’s at the White House. Good morning. 

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Biden Calls for Action on Gun Reform]

KRISTEN WELKER: Hi, Hoda. Good morning to you. You could see the anger in the
President's voice as he called on Congress to pass new gun laws. To make his case, the President
cited data from the CDC which shows guns are now the number one killer of children
nationwide. He urged lawmakers to meet the moment and called Republican opposition to new
laws, “unconscionable,” warning inaction now will cost lawmakers at the ballot box. With the
country still reeling from the mass shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde and Tulsa, President Biden made
an impassioned plea to Congress overnight, pass new gun restrictions now. 

BIDEN: For god's sake, how much more carnage are we willing to accept? How many more
innocent American lives must be taken before we say enough? Enough. 

WELKER: The President, who recently visited two of those grieving communities, drawing from
the moment mourners in Uvalde begged him:



UVALDE PROTESTERS: Do something. Do Something.

BIDEN: They had one message for all of us: Do something. Just do something. For God’s sake,
do something.

WELKER: The President laid out his agenda against the glimmering lights of 56 candles, each
representing a U.S. State or territory, reflecting his view this is a national emergency. The
President calling on Congress to reinstate the assault weapons ban, which expired in 2004, but
acknowledging the slim chances of that, Mr. Biden said at the very least lawmakers should raise
the minimum age to purchase an assault weapon from 18 to 21. He also urged Congress to
expand background checks and impose red flag laws, which would allow law enforcement to
take weapons away from anyone deemed a threat to themselves or others. 

BIDEN: This isn’t about taking away anyone’s rights. [SCREEN WIPE] It is about protecting
our freedom, to go to school, to a grocery store, to a church without being shot and killed. 

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Congress Expected to Vote on Gun Reform]

WELKER: The House is expected to vote on a package of new gun laws next week, but many
Republican lawmakers still objecting to the reforms. 

SENATOR TED CRUZ (R-TX) [on FNC’s Hannity, 06/02/22]: These leftists want to take those
firearms away so that people are defenseless to defend their families. 

WELKER: And a House hearing earlier in the day highlighted the deep divides that remain when
Florida Republican Greg Steube, appearing remotely, displayed his own gun collection. 

CONGRESSMAN GREG STEUBE (R-FL): Here’s a seven-round magazine which would less
than what would be lawful under this bill if this bill were to become law. It doesn't fit. So this
gun would be banned. 

CONGRESSMAN SHEILA JACKSON LEE (D-TX): I hope that gun is not loaded. 

STEUBE: I'm at my house, I can do whatever I want with my guns. 

WELKER: Really heated moment there. Well, the President also called on lawmakers to address
the mental health crisis. That’s something that Republicans say is at the root of the issue. So,
where do these talks stand? Well, there is a small bipartisan group of senators who have been
quietly negotiating gun reforms and while both sides expressed measured optimism, the reality is
there’s still deep skepticism there will be sweeping changes. However, there may be — and I
want to stress this — may be some common ground on areas like red flag laws and background
checks but it’s very uphill, Hoda. 

KOTB: Hopefully they can get something done. Alright, Kristen Welker for us there in
Washington. Kristen, thank you.



(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Call to Action]

KOTB: Coming up, call to action. Overnight president Biden urging congress to pass new gun
restrictions after recent mass shootings across America. 

BIDEN: For God’s sake, how much more carnage are we willing to accept? 

HOTB: This morning, reaction from both sides of the aisle. So, what happens next? We're live
with the latest. 

(....)

8:03:40 a.m.
1 minute and 44 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Biden Calls for Action on Gun Reform]

KOTB: We do start with President Biden's impassioned plea to Congress last night to ban assault
weapons and expand background checks for gun purchases, demanding lawmakers take action
right now. NBC’s chief White House correspondent and co-host of Weekend Today Kristen
Welker has the very latest. Hey, Kristen, good morning.

WELKER: Hi, Hoda. Good morning to you. President Biden made an impassioned plea to
congress overnight to pass new gun restrictions now. The President, who recently visited Uvalde
and Tulsa, two communities still reeling from mass shootings, said mourners had one message
for him: Do something. 

BIDEN: We spent hours with hundreds of family members who were broken and whose lives
will never be the same. They had one message for all of us: Do something. Just do something.
For God’s sake, do something. 

WELKER: There was another shooting overnight when three people were killed, including a
suspected gunman outside an Iowa church. Now, as for the President, he called on congress to
reinstate the assault weapons ban, which expired in 2004. That has almost no chance of passing,
but Mr. Biden said, if that's not possible, at the very least lawmakers should raise the minimum
age to purchase an assault weapon from 18 to 21. He also urged Congress to expand background
checks and impose red flag laws, which would allow law enforcement to take weapons away
from anyone deemed a threat to themselves or others. Now, here’s the political reality. There’s
deep skepticism there will be sweeping changes. But there may be some common ground on
those red flag laws and background checks. Still, it’s an uphill battle, Hoda. 



KOTB: Fine — trying to find that common ground. It’s important. Alright, Kristen Welker at the
White House. Kristen, thank you. 


