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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking News; Assassinated]

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS: Breaking news, brazen assassination. Former Japanese prime
minister Shinzo Abe gunned down in broad daylight while giving a speech. The shooter taken
down at the scene. The weapon apparently homemade found on the street. What we know this
morning as worldwide reaction pours in.

(....)

7:04:36 a.m.
54 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking News; Brazen Assassination; Former Japanese Prime
Minister Gunned Down]

LAMA HASAN: The weapon recovered at the scene appears to have been a homemade one and
the suspected shooter, 41-year-old. Tetsuya Yamagami, seen here moments before the
assassination, he did not flee after firing on Abe. He was tackled by security and immediately
taken into custody. 

EYEWITNESS: He was not running away. He wasn't attempting to run away. He was just
standing there. 

HASAN: Abe was a popular leader and became the country's longest serving prime minister. At
the time of the attack, he was giving a speech in support of a party member ahead of
parliamentary elections this weekend. Despite stepping down, Abe remained a major power
broker, both domestically and internationally helping shape American foreign policy in the
region for years. 

(....)
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HASAN: For many, Abe's assassination was unthinkable. Gun violence is extremely rare in
Japan and the country has some of the strictest gun laws in the world. With 127 million people,
Japan rarely sees more than ten gun deaths a year. 

ABC NEWS PRODUCER ANTHONY TROTTER: Shootings are almost unheard of. Guns are
highly restricted here. This type of crime is very rare. Now, there's been bombings, of course,



there's been poisonings, there's been knife attack, things of that nature, but as far as guns go,
they're almost nonexistent here. 

(....)

7:06:39 a.m.
19 seconds

STEPHANOPOULOS: You know, it’s hard to overstate how much shock Japan is in from this
shooting. Abe was one of the most consequential leaders in post-war Japan. They have no real
history of political assassination since World War II. And as Lama’s piece pointed out, ten or
fewer gun violence deaths a year in that country. That is such a shock for this country.

(....)
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HASAN: The weapon recovered at the scene appears to have been a homemade one and the
suspected shooter, 41-year-old. Tetsuya Yamagami, seen here moments before the assassination,
he did not flee after firing on Abe. He was tackled by security and immediately taken into
custody. Abe was a popular leader and became the country's longest serving prime minister. At
the time of the attack, he was giving a speech in support of a party member ahead of
parliamentary elections this weekend.


