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JEFF ZELENY: You’ve long talked about how climate change is a national security issue for the
country. I’m wondering if you view this as a national emergency and if you believe that executive
actions that will be announced are enough of a message to send to the world that the U.S. is
indeed serious about climate change.

JOHN KIRBY: I don’t have — I’m not going to get ahead of any announcements on specific
actions with respect to climate. But let me take a step back. I mean, the Pentagon has noted not
just in this administration, but even the previous one, that climate change is a national security
issue. Geez, Jeff, I mean, not only does it affect our infrastructure — and you’re already starting
to see military bases like Norfolk Naval Base having to invest millions of dollars to try to
improve their infrastructure because of rising sea levels. So it has an impact on our infrastructure.
It has an impact on our readiness, because you — and you’re seeing it now, even in the wildfires,
where so many National Guardsmen are being called out. And — and God love them for that, but
they’re — those are important tasks and missions, but it takes away from other tasks and
missions when it comes to defending the United States. So there’s a — there’s an impact on our
own readiness just because our — our troops, our sailors, our Marines, our airmen, our Coast
Guardsmen are being called out for — to respond to natural disasters, which are getting worse
because of climate change. And then lastly, it’s a driver of actual missions, because climate
change creates instability, which creates insecurity in some places. And you can end up — the
fighting in Syria started, really, as a result of a drought. And so, there’s — there’s a — it can
actually drive military missions and force the military to become involved in places and at times
where they wouldn’t have had to otherwise. So, again, I don’t want to get ahead of the President
or any — any decisions he may or may not make. But the President believes that this is a very
important issue for our own national security. And we’re going to — we’re going to treat it that
way.

(....)

4:10:56 p.m.
1 minute and 13 seconds

WILL WEISSERT: It doesn’t look like we’ll be getting a climate emergency announcement this
week. I want to make sure that’s still on the table and I wanted to ask if the White House has any
concerns that the President might be relying on executive action too much.

JEAN-PIERRE: So, the fi- — to answer your first question — look, one thing that I just want to
step back and just lay out for all of you: When — the President was one of the first in Congress,
when he was a senator, to ring the bell — the alarm bell on climate crisis. So this is an issue that
has been front of mind for him. This is an issue that has been — when it comes to the climate
crisis — a priority and taking action is something that he said he will do if Congress won’t and



he has been taking action, as we have — as I had just stated in my opening remarks, since he’s
taken — since he taken office, so he’s going to take, as I said, additional climate actions in that
vein tomorrow, and he’s going to continue. He’s  not going to just stop with the actions of
tomorrow. But I would not plan a announcement this week on national climate emergency.
Again, everything is on the table. It’s just not going to be this week on that decision.

(....)

4:13:26 p.m.
5 minutes and 13 seconds

ASHLEY PARKER: Two related questions on climate. First, why did the White House decide
that tomorrow is not the day to declare a climate emergency?

JEAN-PIERRE: I mean, what I can say is the President is going to do everything that he can to
take action. Again, climate — climate crisis — taking climate action is critical, it’s important.
You heard Kirby talk about our national security — how it threatens our national security, how it
threatens the economy. And what the President wants to continue to do is make sure that we’re
lowering energy costs for the American family. Again, everything is on the table. I’m not going
to go into private discussions that — policy discussions or get ahead of the President at this time.
He’s going to make some announcements. Today, what I can say: This climate emergency is not
going to happen tomorrow.  But we have — we have — we still have it on the table. And we’ll
— I don’t have a circle — a date circled on the calendar.

PARKER: If and when it does happen, can you talk a little bit about what specific tools it would
then give the administration and what specifically you would use it for and do?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, one thing that I just wanted to make clear, because some folks were asking
about — about the abortion piece — the emergency abortion piece. So I just wanted to just lay
out: So, look, we haven’t ruled out a public health emergency, as I just laid out and so, we’re just
— we’re just still moving forward with — with the options that we potentially have in front of
us; everything is on the table. But declaring a public health emergency is very different from
declaring a climate emergency. Each unlocks a different set of authorities and a different pot of
funding and so, that’s one way to think about that. So, you know, one of the reasons I wanted to
bring this up, because we’ve heard this — and so comparing one against the other as a reflection
of priority would not be — would not be accurate. But again, it’s on the table. We haven’t made
— we haven’t — we don’t have anything to announce at this time. And, you know, the President
will speak more on what it is — how he wants to move forward.

PARKER: But on those differences, is it a bigger pot of money it unlocks?  I know that was one
of the concerns the administration had about the public health emergency. And are there any
other specifics you can share about how you could use a climate declaration?

JEAN-PIERRE: So I don’t have any specifics or anything to move further on what I just stated. 
But you’re right: When Jen Klein was here, just almost two weeks ago, she talked about how in



the pot of money for the — for the abortion pieces, there was just tens of thousands of dollars
there. So we — there was some feeling that we didn’t know exactly how that would work. But
she did state that it would be still on the table and that we were still thinking through it. But as
far as the — what’s on the — in the climate — the climate side, I just don’t have more
information to share. Go ahead, Jeff.

ZELENY: Are there any downsides to declaring a climate national emergency?

JEAN-PIERRE: Right now, like I said, it’s not on the table for this week. We’re still considering
it. I don’t have the upside or the downsides of it. As you can imagine, and I have said, this is an
important priority when it comes to getting to clean energy, when it comes to dealing with
climate crisis, when it comes to taking action. So the President is going to continue to make sure
he’s doing everything that he can to deal — of the threats of climate change. I just don’t have
specifics on the pros and the cons, but it is still on the table. 

ZELENY: When you talk about actions for tomorrow, should we assume that he’ll be signing
executive actions to announce tomorrow? 

JEAN-PIERRE: Jeff, I just don’t want to get ahead of the President. Again, he’s going to make
some announcement —

ZELENY: Will there be a briefing call on this later to explain what he’s doing?  Or —

JEAN-PIERRE: There — there might be. I just don’t have one to announce. We normally do.  To
your point, we usually have background calls when we’re ready, and we usually invite all of you.
I just don’t have one to announce. There might be in the next couple of hours. I just don’t have
anything to share at this point.

ZELENY: Has he been involved in these meetings today? Or what exactly has he been doing
yesterday and today?

JEAN-PIERRE: So he’s been in meetings. I was — I was called — I was scheduled to meet with
him today in the Oval Office, so he’s been meeting with his senior staff. He’s been meeting with
staff.  I think some of you may have seen him when — when the First Lady of Ukraine was vidi-
— visiting with our First Lady. I believe you saw — you saw him very briefly. So he’s just been
very busy dealing with the issues of the American people and meeting with his staff and senior
staff the last two days. Okay.  Go ahead, Nandita.

NANDITA BOSE: Just a quick one on the climate emergency and public health emergency. How
concerned is the White House it may end up, sort of, angering female voters if it does sort of go
ahead and announce a climate emergency ahead of a public health emergency, considering we
haven’t seen such an announcement after Roe? Is that — is that why maybe the timing —

JEAN-PIERRE: Well —



BOSE: — has been moved? Or —

JEAN-PIERRE: No, I wouldn’t — I wouldn’t look into — I wouldn’t make that into an issue. I
— both of — both of those things are still on the table. We just haven’t announced them or made
a decision yet. You know, I just laid out what the difference — the difference is between when
you look at a public health emergency on the abortion side, when you look at public health
emergency — more so on the abortion side, but the difference between the two. We just don’t —
they’re both on the table. We just don’t — haven’t made an announcement on that yet.

(....)

4:22:30 p.m.
2 minutes and 44 seconds

JOSH WINGROVE: Can you say what role the ongoing reconciliation talks played in the climate
decision?  For instance, is the climate emergency off the table because you’re worried it will
upend the applecart in the Senate with Senator Manchin or Sen- — or others by going sort of too
big, too fast?  Can you talk about what role the tensions are between what to do now on climate
and what you’re still hoping to get out of Congress?

JEAN-PIERRE: So when it comes to what’s happening on the Senate with reconciliation, I will
not negotiate in public or speak to any private conversation. I can tell you that our teams are in
regular contact with Senator Manchin and other members in the Sen — in the Senate and in
Congress, just as we do on a — on a constant — in a constant way and a constant basis. I will say
that, as I mentioned, I wouldn’t expect an announcement this week on the emergency — on the
climate change emergency. But what I will say is that it is still on the table. We have not made a
decision yet. Again, this is — what we’re seeing — this action that we’re going to hear about
from the President tomorrow, this is part of multiple actions that the President has already taken
from the moment that he walked into office. This is urgent to him. He called the climate crisis
one of the four major crisis that he had to — that he was dealing with once walking into the
administration. Again, we’re talking about national security, we’re talking about lowering energy
costs, we’re talking about threats to our economy.  All of these things are critical. All of these
things are important and he will be — continue to be steadfast in focusing on the climate crisis.

WINGROVE: And did he not do these things — the executive actions — previously because he
hoped that he would get it in the legislation?

JEAN-PIERRE: Look, the President — and you’ve heard me say this, you’ve heard him say this:
When it comes to the climate change provisions in reconciliation, of course he wants to see it in
the rec — in the bill.

WINGROVE: But I guess, “Why not both?” is my question.

JEAN-PIERRE: Pardon me?



WINGROVE: Why not both? Like, why did he hold off — he seems to have held off doing
executive action waiting for the bill.  Could he have not done —

JEAN-PIERRE: Well, I think — look, we —

WINGROVE: — walk and chew gum?

JEAN-PIERRE: Well, I think we could still walk and chew gum. No one says — again, I’m not
going to negotiate in public. You know, the — the process in the Senate is — is happening. I’m
not going to speak to that in public. Look, this was an opportunity. The President has said that he
was going to take action. He said — you know, he’s always said if they — the Senate won’t, he
will take action. He is just taking another step. This is not the final step. This is part of a process
that he — that you have seen him take, especially when it comes to the climate crisis. And so,
you know, I wouldn’t see this as an either/or. I would see this as part of what he has been trying
to continue to do in playing our part in the — in the climate crisis and dealing with climate
change.

(....)

4:30:49 p.m.
1 minute and 43 seconds

EUGENE DANIELS: And what do you have to say to climate activists who feel like President
Biden isn’t being urgent enough? So, you know, 20 percent of the U.S. population, about 60
million people, are going to see temperatures above 100 degrees Fahrenheit over the next few
days. They’re constantly seeing how the Supreme Court is taking some of the power away from
the agencies to do that work and they’re — they want to see President Biden do more and do it
quick — and do it quickly. We talked about him possibly doing this emergency declaration and
that not being on the table. Why not just do it if it is so urgent, as you guys said? What is the
hold-up?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, again, he is going to take an action tomorrow, right? That’s why we’re going
to Massachusetts. I’m not going to get ahead of the President. Hopefully we’ll have a background
call, like we normally do, to share specifically what that looks like. So, you know, I would
disagree with the characterization of your question. The President has been one of the first —
again, first folks and member — amongst the members on the Hill when he was senator to ring
the bell — to ring the alarm bell on climate crisis. He has been — he has taken action. He has
been — you know, he has said, when he walked in, that the climate crisis was one of the crises
— the four crises that he had to deal with. He has taken action to meet the goals — very — very
big goals, if you will — that he wants this country, our country to make in order to deal with the
climate — climate crisis and he’ll continue to do that and so, again, this is one step. This is a
continuing step of other steps that he has taken this past year, and we’ll see more actions from
this President.


