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UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: Where exactly was the President infected?

DR. ASHISH JHA: Where was he infected? I don’t think we know. I certainly don’t know. If you
have — if you have any thoughts on that.

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE: I — look, I don’t think that matters, right? I think what matters is we
prepared for this moment.  I think what matters is what Dr. Jha just laid out. If we look at where
we were a year and a half ago, this is a President — when he walked in, one of his first priorities
was to make sure we had a comprehensive plan to get people vaccinated. And so now, today —
look — if you look to today — more and more people are getting closer to having a more normal
life, vaccines are available. And as Dr. Jha said, if you have not gotten vaccinated, please do.  f
you have not — if you’re — if you have not gotten boosted, please do.  hese are — these are
treatments that are going to keep you safe and I think that’s what matters here — is making sure
that we continue to do the work And the good thing is that the President, again, has been
vaccinated and double boosted.

(....)

2:36:53 p.m.
47 seconds

APRIL RYAN: The CDC says if you are in a high-risk area — and a large swath of the nation is
in a high-risk area — they recommend wearing masks indoors. In this White House, we’re still
seeing people back and forth. D.C. is a high — is in the “high” category. Is there now a push to
tell people to start wearing the masks indoors, especially as the President now, we see, has
COVID?

JHA: I actually, off the top my head, can’t remember where D.C. is on the — on the — on the
orange, yellow, green map, so I’m not going to kind of do this off — but the bottom line is we
follow CDC guidelines, and the policy at the White House is to follow CDC guidelines in terms
of mask wearing based on — based on CDC’s COVID Community Levels.

(....)

2:38:03 p.m.
1 minute and 46 seconds

ASHLEY PARKER: And I’m also curious what precautions — we saw that video the President
put out. What precautions did you take for the person who filmed the video?



JEAN-PIERRE: Yeah, I just want to touch on a couple of things. So, look, right now, we saw —
we heard from the doctor, Dr. O’Connor, his personal doctor, and he has mild symptoms, and
he’s continuing to — continue to do the work of the presidency from his residence, and I think
that’s important. And, you know — and to your question, April, every — every person reacts to
COVID differently. So it is — it is a hypothetical, right? We have — we’re going to keep an eye
— the doctor is going to keep an eye on him. I think what’s important though — and I really
want to take this opportunity to say this; and Dr. Jha said this as well — is that he is vaccinated
and he is double boosted, which gives him protection — right? — which makes — which makes
it — puts him in a good position, just like every other American that he fought so very hard for to
make sure that we had a comprehensive COVID plan to get people vaccinated, boosted, and also
Paxlovid, right? And so, what’s — what we need to know is he has mild symptoms and he is
going to continue to do his work, as we’ve seen from the video. Ashley, I’m going to take your
question right now. Look, in the — in the video that you saw, there was a vid- — his
videographer was there with him, wore an N95 mask, had the appropriate distance — the six-foot
— the six-feet distance And the same — same situation as well with the pho- — with the photo
and as you saw in the video, he was outside.  So we did that outside and with the photo, he took
off his mask so that we can — so that the American people could see him and see directly — you
know, see the work that he’s doing and that he’s sitting at his deck — desk continuing to do his
work. But just wanted to give that.

(....)

2:45:08 p.m.
3 minutes and 23 seconds

CATHERINE LUCEY: Can you explain the testing cadence and the rationale behind it? You
know, given the rise of BA.5 and the fact that the President has been traveling and having big
events, why doesn’t he get a daily test?

JHA: So the testing cadence is determined by Dr. O’Connor, his personal physician. He gets
tested very regularly. I don’t really think there’s a huge advantage of testing, like, every day.  I
think —

LUCEY: So had he tested yesterday morning, for example, he might have tested positive in time
to not go to that trip and expose any number of people, right? 

JHA: The President — look, he — the protocol behind the President’s testing has been both
developed by Dr. O’Connor, but I think also has gone through a lot of vetting. It’s — it’s what
we use to protect the President and those around him and it’s been — I don’t have anything else
to say beyond the —

JEAN-PIERRE: No, I — look —

JHA: — kind of the protocol we have.



JEAN-PIERRE: Look, like Dr. Jha said, it is between — it is between him and his personal
doctor on that protocol. He has a regular cadence, as we have spoken about before. We shared
with all of you on Tuesday that he tested negative.  And the reason why he — you saw him
yesterday. I just said he was speaking in front of many of your colleagues outside for 20 minutes
in a — on a very, very hot day and it wasn’t until later — later in the day, in the evening, that he
was feeling a little tired and he was tested today. Look, this goes back to where we have come,
from where we started. We have — the President has done the work to make sure that more than
200 million people in this country have been vaccinated, more than 100 million people in this
country have been boosted. That’s because we have a comprehensive plan to make sure people
get vaccinated so that they can be protected and so that is what’s most important here. He has
mild symptoms. He continues to work and like many Americans, this is a — you know, we have
to make sure that we send out message to make sure to get vaccinated and boosted if you haven’t
yet.

LUCEY: And one more. Does the President, does the White House — are there any regrets about
the amount of time in sort of recent days and past weeks that we’ve seen him unmasked, shaking
hands with people, hugging people, fist bumping, in close contact with crowds? In retrospect,
was he too casual?

JHA: No. I mean, look —

JEAN-PIERRE: Not at all.

JHA: The way I look at this is — I’ve said this before from this podium — we have an incredibly
contagious variant and we’ve had a protocol that I think has done a very good job protecting the
President. The most important part of that protocol, by the way, is making sure that he was up to
date on his vaccines, that we had access to treatments. The President wants to get out there and
be with — and meet American people and engage and we always said that this was a possibility. 
I think I even said it from this stage that this was a possibility and I think that the protocols have
kept him from getting infected and — but we knew that this was a possibility with this incredibly
contagious variant. The good news is — and this was always the point — the good news is: He is
— his immune system is very well protected, given the four vaccine shots he’s gotten. He’s
getting treatment. He has mild symptoms. He’s feeling “fine” — his words.

(....)

2:49:50 p.m.
1 minute and 8 seconds

JEFF ZELENY: Karine, if I could ask you, you said it doesn’t matter where he got it. But how
can it not matter where he got it if that is something that, of course, is involved in contact
tracing? This administration is taking it very seriously. How can it not matter —

JEAN-PIERRE: I think what I —



ZELENY: — where he got it?

JEAN-PIERRE: — what I was trying say is: What’s important now is that he has mild
symptoms, is that he is working from — from the Residence on behalf of the American people.
That’s our focus. Look, we knew this was going to happen. As Dr. Jha said, you know, when he
was — when he joined me at the briefing — in the briefing room not too long ago, he said this is
— this is — you know, everyone was — at some point, everyone is going to get COVID. What is
important is to make sure that you have — you get the treatment that is — that we have provided
for folks, whether it’s get — make sure you get vaccinated, make sure you get boosted and —
and then we have Paxlovid that is made available because of this President, so what I am trying
to say is: The moment that we’re in right now is what matters as we’re talking about the
President and his treatment and how he’s feeling and how he’s continuing to work on behalf of
the American public. 

(....)

3:02:32 p.m.
3 minutes and 12 seconds

EUGENE DANIELS: CDC guidance is: People who are close contact, who are up to date on the
vaccine — correct me if I’m wrong Dr. Jha — are to wear a mask — a well-fitting mask for 10
days after being exposed to — possibly exposed to someone.  You were on the plane with the
President yesterday, other members of staff were, and you’re not wearing a mask right now.

JEAN-PIERRE: Yeah. That’s why when somebody was asking me do we have a list of close
contact, I am not considered a close contact. According to the CDC guidance, I am not
considered a close contact.

DANIELS: Dr. Jha, can you expand on that? Why she’s (inaudible).

JHA:  I —

JEAN-PIERRE: I mean, I — I could expand on it myself.

DANIELS: Yeah, sure. That’s great. Yeah, that’s fine.

JEAN-PIERRE: But according to the CDC guidance, yes, I was with the President, but it was
under 15 minutes.  I was with him in short amount of time.  I was wearing my mask the whole
time. So, to your question, Peter, when you were asking me about that, it’s not that simple; it’s
not that easy.  There’s a process that it has to go through. And just because I was with the
President yesterday — you all saw me with the President — I am not considered a close contact.
[TO HEINRICH] Go ahead, Jacqui.

JACQUI HEINRICH: Thanks, Karine. Paxlovid has emergency use authorization for patients
who are at high risk for progression to severe disease. So, clinically speaking, either because of



his diagnosis or his age, or any underlying conditions, or otherwise, is the President at high risk
for progression to severe disease?

JHA: So, if you look at the EUA of the FDA, then it links to a CDC website that gives you what
are the risk factors and — and age is certainly one of them and I have made the point that I think
anyone over the age of 50 is somebody who is eligible for Paxlovid — and obviously people
under 50, if they have serious chronic disease as well, but I believe anybody over the age of 50 is
eligible for Paxlovid. The President is above the age of 50.

HEINRICH: And then, can you just confirm for us that there were no positive cases around the
President in the last couple of days or that he was not a close contact of anyone who was
positive?

JHA: I think you’ve answered this, but feel free.

JEAN-PIERRE:  Yeah, I’ve already answered.

HEINRICH: I don’t think we got an answer.

JEAN-PIERRE: Either — no, I did. I answered it.I told you what our protocols are and we have
said —

HEINRICH: But it wasn’t a “yes” or “no.”

JEAN-PIERRE: I — I told you what our protocols were and as we have been committed since
the last July, we disclose when the President or one of the — or one of the four principal is a
close contact of a staff who tested positive as defined by the CDC. This is defined, again, by the
CDC. Or when he tests positive, as we are doing today and being very transparent about that.

HEINRICH: Are we supposed to assume then, because we didn’t hear from you, that that’s a
“no”?

JEAN-PIERRE: That’s not what I’m saying. I am saying that we — when there is a close —
when there is a close contact to the President, we actually give that information out and we
actually share that individual, who’s a staff member, if they have tested positive. That has been
— that has actually been our — our protocol since past — this past July, so a year.

HEINRICH: So we didn’t receive anything like that, so am I to assume that there is — there was
nothing that happened, there was no positive case where the President was a close contact?

JEAN-PIERRE: Yes, you’re — you’re safe to assume that because that’s what we have been
committed to doing since the last July, which is about a year ago.

(....)



3:07:46 p.m.
2 minutes and 30 seconds

PHILIP WEGMANN: The through line of this briefing has been that things are different now and
that you’re better prepared, obviously, because of the vaccine and then some of these drug
therapies.  So this might be comparing apples to oranges, but the previous President was moved
from the White House to Walter Reed and one of the explanations that was given at the time was
that they had better facilities there. Are you confident in, you know, all exigent circumstances,
that you have everything that you need here at the White House, in terms of facilities, to prepare
for — for anything that may come and protect the President’s health?

JHA: What I can say is the President is right now working comfortably in the White House,
doing well and, you know, there are obviously a lot of resources available here at the White
House to take care of them. Walter Reed is always on standby for Presidents, right? That’s
always an option. That’s true, whether the pa- — the President had COVID or not. But right now,
we feel very confident.  The President is doing well.  He’s got very mild symptoms. He is really
getting the state-of-the-art treatment, which, by the way, is available to every American and —
and he’s doing very well in the residence under close monitoring from his physician.

WEGMANN: And then, Karine, you addressed this moments ago when you were asked about
your earlier statement that it didn’t matter where he picked this up. Obviously, the most
important thing is how the President is doing in the here and now —

JEAN-PIERRE:  Yeah.

WEGMANN: — but will you let us know if you do figure out where the President did pick up
this virus? I mean, it certainly does matter, at least for history.

JEAN-PIERRE: Well, as you know, the — the President travels, right? He travels a lot. He
engages with a lot of people. Again, what I was trying to say and what I was wanting to be sure
that we understood is, again, the here and now. Like right now, we are — we are explaining to
you how he’s feeling, how he’s doing. You’ve heard from him directly. We’re going to continue
to do that. We are going to do, you know, contact tracing, as far as who he was around these past
48 hours, as Dr. Jha just laid out. But it is — I mean, you know, it is not the easiest thing —
right? — to find out exactly where — where someone got COVID. I do not know — when I got
COVID, I have no idea who I got it from, but we want to make sure that the people that he was
around gets — if it is indeed a close contact, that they are made aware and so that is our focus at
this time.

(....)

3:16:23 p.m.
57 seconds

SIMON ATEBA: On masks: The President wears a mask, he’s well protected, but he still got



COVID. Is this the time to really realize that masks may not really be as effective as, you know,
we tried to make them to be?

JHA: So, I think the science on masks is actually quite clear and there is broad agreement among
public health and science experts that masks work. Higher-quality masks work better than
lower-quality masks. He wears — every time the President wears masks, he wears high-quality
masks. Masks are not a panacea and, obviously, the President, you know, engages with people
both indoors and outdoors and — and there was never, I think, an understanding on our part that
we could keep the President from having zero chance of getting infected. Like, he’s got very
close, very strong protocols around him, but we always knew that this was a possibility.

(....)

3:19:08 p.m.
1 minute and 17 seconds

GEORGE CONDON: Neither of you has seen the President today. Neither of you is treating the
President. The question is: When will Dr. O’Connor come out? Because to just put out a
statement and shield him from questions would be the least transparency of any White House in
50 years on a presidential illness.

JEAN-PIERRE: Wow, I wholeheartedly disagree on your last statement. Wholeheartedly
disagree on your last statement. So, we are doing this very differently — very differently than, I
would argue, than the last administration and I am happy to have that conversation with you.
Number one, we did not see the President because we are following CDC guidance and the CDC
guidance is to make sure that we have minimal contact with the President and allow him to
isolate and allow him to, you know, get his treatment to — to get better, right? He’s having,
again, mild symptoms and is able to work from — from home. I think — I believe, we believe —
getting direct information, pretty — pretty much detailed information from this letter that we, in
a transparent way, shared with all of you on how he was doing, and we have committed to do that
every day.

(....)

3:22:18 p.m.
19 seconds

CHRISTIAN DATOC: Karine, on the Vice President, real fast: Is there a plan in place to transfer
power to Vice President Harris if the President’s situation gets worse?

JEAN-PIERRE: The President is — has mild symptoms. He’s able to do the business of the
American people from the Residence, and that’s what matters right now.

DATOC: So there’s no plan in place then?


