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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Mystery in Las Vegas]

HODA KOTB: Mystery in Vegas. A local reporter stabbed to death. A Nevada politician, who
was the subject of his investigations reportedly in custody in connection with that case. We'll
have the very latest.

(....)

7:12:16 a.m.
2 minutes and 55 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Official Arrested in Reporter’s Death]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: We’ve got breaking news out of Las Vegas. A suspect has been
arrested in the killing of a veteran journalist there. It's a mysterious case and it appears that the
moment [sic] to be tied to the victim's work and investigations. NBC’s Erin McLaughlin is on the
story for us. Erin, good morning.

ERIN MCLAUGHLIN: Good morning, Savannah. Jeff German was a well-known investigative
reporter for the Las Vegas Review-Journal. He was stabbed to death outside his home over the
weekend. Now, police have reportedly arrested Robert Telles, an elected official who lost his
reelection bid after German’s stories were published. Overnight the mystery of the death of an
investigative journalist in Las Vegas deepening as police make an arrest. Jeff German, an award-
winning reporter for the Las Vegas Review-Journal, was found stabbed to death outside his home
Saturday morning. Now the paper's editor saying that a local government official, Clark County
Public Administrator Robert Telles, is in custody on suspicion of murder. Authorities confirmed
they made an arrest but did not immediately name a suspect. The official, Telles, lost a primary
race in June after a series of unflattering articles by German. Reported accusations of running a
hostile work environment and having an inappropriate relationship with a staff member.
Allegations Telles repeatedly denied. The arrest comes just hours after police searched Telles’s
home. In a bizarre moment after the initial search was concluded, Telles showed up at his house
wearing a white hazmat suit. Police later returned in full tactical gear and Tellis was wheeled out
on a stretcher and placed in an ambulance. Earlier this week, police released this video of a man
in a straw hat, gloves, and an orange shirt who was seen near the crime scene. They also released
a photo of a red GMC Yukon seen in the area. On Wednesday, a similar vehicle was towed away
from Telles’s driveway. German was known for uncovering political scandals and corruption. A
colleague said the reporter never mentioned any concerns for his safety. 

REVIEW-JOURNAL COLUMNIST JEFF KATS: Jeff did not convey that he was in any danger
as far as sources who might — or contacts who might want to do him harm. 



MCLAUGHLIN: Overnight, the Las Vegas Review-Journal editor saying in a statement, “we are
relieved Robert Telles is in custody and outraged that a colleague appears to have been killed for
reporting on an elected official. Journalists can't do the important work our communities require
if they are afraid a presentation of facts could lead to violent retribution” and calling German “a
great man and a brave reporter.” The Las Vegas Review-Journal is reporting that Jeff German
was working on a potential follow-up story about Telles before he was killed. NBC News has
reached out to Robert Telles’s team for comment. Police are expected to release more
information about the case later today. Savannah. 

GUTHRIE: Alright, Erin, thank you very much. 


