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CECILIA VEGA: One quick final one.

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE: Sure.

VEGA: What happened at the hunger event today? The President appeared to look around the
room for an audience member — a member of Congress who passed away last month. He
seemed to indicate she might be in the room. What happened there?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, so the President was — as you all know, you guys were watching today’s
event, a very important event on food insecurity. The President was naming the congressional
champions on this issue and was acknowledging her incredible work. He had — he had already
planned to welcome the congresswoman’s family to the White House on Friday. There will be a
bill signing in her honor this coming Friday, so, of course, she was on his mind. She was top of
mind for the President. He looks very much — looks forward to discussing her remarkable
legacy of public service with them when he sees her family this coming Friday.

VEGA: He said, “Jackie, are you here? Where is Jackie? She must not be here.”

JEAN-PIERRE: No, I totally understand. I just — I just explained. She was on top of mind. You
know, this was — what we were able to witness today and what the President was able to lift up
at this conference, at this event was how her — her focus on wanting to deal with — combat
food insecurity in America and this is something that he was lifting up and honoring. And, again,
he knows that he’s going to see her family this coming Friday. There’s a bill signing that’s going
to happen in renaming a VA clinic in Indiana after the late congresswoman. He knows that he is
going to see her family and she was at top of mind.

(....)

2:10:06 p.m.
1 minute and 26 seconds

PHIL MATTINGLY: Just one more quick follow-up because I'm trying to get my head around
the response. The late congresswoman was top of mind for the President and her family was
expected to be here and that's what he was thinking about? Why was he looking for her? I’m not
trying to be snarky here.

JEAN-PIERRE: No, I mean — and I’m —

MATTINGLY: I’m [inaudible] between what you’re saying and what he said there.



JEAN-PIERRE: — and, again, I think people can understand, I think the American people out
there who, you know, watch the briefing from time to time, maybe at this moment will
understand when someone is at top of mind. And — and this was such an important, uh, such an
important event when we're talking about hunger, when we're talking about food insecurity, when
we're talking about these champions, these congressional champions who were in the room who
have worked in a bipartisan way. Uh, you know, we don't talk much about bipartisan actions that
we see in Congress at this time. And as he was naming folks, he, she was on top of mine and he
understands and knew that she was, he was going to see her family on Friday, uh, for this bill
signing. Uh, again, I don't think it's all that unusual to have someone top of mind, especially as
there's a big event, uh, two big events today and also Friday that is going to occur. And so, he's
going to see her family. They're going to honor her, uh, they're going to celebrate her and he will
do a bill signing for this really critical — let's not forget — this critical important issue for
millions and millions of Americans across the country.

(....)

2:21:26 p.m.
2 minutes and 35 seconds

STEVEN PORTNOY: I'm sorry to do this, but I'm compelled to ask you to go one more time
back to the question about Congresswoman Walorski.

JEAN-PIERRE: I'm not sure why. Why? 

PORTNOY: [Inaudible]

JEAN-PIERRE: Why one more time?

PORTNOY: Frankly, honestly, I think the memory of the congresswoman and history requires
some clarity here.

JEAN-PIERRE: Hmmm.

PORTNOY: Can you explain where the mistake was made? Did the President — was the
President confused? Was there something written in the teleprompter that he didn't recognize?
Can you just help us understand what happened?

JEAN-PIERRE: I mean, you're jumping to a lot of conclusions.

PORTNOY: I’m simply seeking [inaudible] to find out — 

JEAN-PIERRE: No, but you’re — 

PORTNOY: — what happened here?



JEAN-PIERRE: — but I — no, I hear you, Steven and I'm answering the question that you're
jumping to a lot of conclusions. I just answered the question. If I had — if that had been the case,
I would have stated that, right? I have — I would have stated that clearly — have stated what you
just laid out. What I have said is that she was on top of mine and that he is going to see her
family in just two days time on Friday to honor her, to honor her work, to honor, uh, to honor her
legacy, if you will. I just mentioned this, it's gonna be a renaming of a VA clinic in Indiana in her
name and you know, that is — that is what he was thinking of. He was thinking about her as he
was  — as he was naming out and calling out the congressional champions on this issue — on
this really critical issue that's going to help millions of Americans. And that is — that is — that is
what the President was focused on.

PORTNOY: Would you be prepared to release the prepared remarks that the President had in the
teleprompter just so we can understand?

JEAN-PIERRE: I'm not understanding why — why that would be — would be necessary. We
always share the remarks that the President had, um, uh, even you know, delivered. That's
probably gonna be on the website. Uh, not really sure what that has to do with anything. I just
answered the question about her being on top of mind. I don't think that's any — that's unusual. I
feel like many of us have gone through uh that particular uh you know, time where someone is on
top of mind and you call them out, uh, and you mentioned especially in this — this type of
context, if you think about how he's going to see the family in two days, if you think about how
when he sees them in two days, it's going to be for such an important moment, signing, uh,
signing a piece of legislation that's going to rename a VA clinic in her — uh, in her state. That's
important. If you think about this issue and how important this issue is. And he was, again,
calling out the congressional champions for this particular issue.

(....)

2:30:32 p.m.
2 minutes and 41 seconds

MATT VISER: Lastly, I just want to return to — return to this question of the congresswoman
and think we all totally get why she’s top of mind. You've made that case pretty effectively.

JEAN-PIERRE: Well, thank you.

VISER: But I think the confusing part is why, if she and the family is top of mind, does the
President think that she's living and in the room?

JEAN-PIERRE: I don't find that confusing. I mean, I think many people can speak to sometimes
when you have someone top of mind, they're top of mind exactly that. Uh, and it is also if you put
it into the context, it's not like it happened without outside of context, right? It happened at an
event, uh, where we were, um, champ — we were calling out the champions, uh, congressional
champions in particular of this issue — this important issue when it comes to food insecurity,
something that this administration has led on — led on from the beginning of this administration,



not just across the country, but also globally. You heard him talk about food insecurity last week
at the U.N. and, uh, the investments that we have put forward. uh. as — as the — as — as the
United States of America and helping in helping deal with that. Look, he was at an event. You all
saw. You all watched, which is why you're asking the question — right — where he was calling
out again, uh, congressional leaders, a bipartisan, uh, leadership that we have seen on this
particular issue. And, uh, again he's going to see her family in just two days and she was on top
of mine. I mean, I don't — that is — I mean, that is — that is not an unusual — unusual scenario
there.

JAMES ROSEN: Karine, I have John Lennon top of mind just about every day but I'm not
looking around for him anywhere.

JEAN-PIERRE: When you sign a bill for John Lennon — Lennon as president, then we can have
this conversion. 

OWEN JENSEN: Why don’t you just apologize?

JEAN-PIERRE: [TO MICHAEL COLLINS] Okay, go ahead. Go ahead.

[REPORTERS SHOUTING]

KIMBERLY HALKETT: But the question — 

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead.

HALKETT: — is the frequency, Karine. 

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead.

OWEN JENSEN: Wouldn’t that be the humble thing to do and just apologize?

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead.

HALKETT: These moments of confusion  — 

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead. Go ahead.

HALKETT: — are happening — 

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead.

HALKETT: — with increasing frequency.

JENSEN: Why don’t ya just apologize?



JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead. Go ahead.

COLLINS: Excuse me, there are reports that —

HALKETT: Americans are watching this happen and have concerns. 

COLLINS: — there are reports that —

HALKETT: What do you say to that?

JENSEN: It sounds like you’re making excuses.

COLLINS: — that the Treasury Secretary —

HALKETT: This is a legitimate question. 

COLLINS: — Yellin is likely to leave —

HALKETT: We need to have some answers.

COLLINS: — this administration at the end of the year. What can you tell us about that?

JEAN-PIERRE: I’m sorry. Somebody was yelling —

COLLINS: Sure.

JEAN-PIERRE: — over you, so —

HALKETT: Just asking about the mental — 

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead. 

HALKETT: — acuity of the President.

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead. Go ahead.

HALKETT: This is a valid question.

COLLINS: There are reports that the Treasury Secretary, Yellin, is looking to leave —

JEAN-PIERRE [TO HALKETT]: It is not your turn —

COLLINS: — at the end of this year.

JEAN-PIERRE [TO HALKETT]: — to speak. And you’re being rude to your colleagues. And let



your colleague answer the question.

HALKETT: I’m not being rude. I’m asking a serious question.

JEAN-PIERRE [TO HALKETT]: No, I — you’re yelling — and over colleague, so that is
incredibly rude.

STEVEN NELSON: Can you give us an answer to the substance of the question here?

JEAN-PIERRE [TO COLLINS]: Go ahead. Go ahead.

HALKETT: We’re just trying to get an answer, Karine.

COLLINS: There are reports that the Treasury Secretary —

HALKETT: Top of mind is not a good answer.

COLLINS: — Yellin is looking to leave the administration at the end of the year? What can you
tell us about those reports and, also, are you preparing for the departure of other administration
officials by the end of the year?

(....)

2:41:26 p.m.
2 minutes and 4 seconds

PHILIP WEGMANN: And then, just to try one more time, does the President believe that, in his
reference to the late Representative Jackie Walorski, who you have said from the podium
numerous times that he respects the work that she has done. He’ll be meeting with her family to
honor her work. Does he believe he handled that reference appropriately or is this something that
he would like to get back?

JEAN-PIERRE: Get — what? Like, to get back — what?

WEGMANN: I mean, he said, “where is Jackie?”

JEAN-PIERRE: Look, I know this is a question that many of you have had. I've answered it
multiple times already in this room. Uh, and my answer is certainly not going to change. Uh, all
of you may have views on — on how I'm answering it, but I am answering the question, uh, to
the way that, uh, he saw it. Uh, and the way that we see it. Uh, we have to remember as — as
well is that, uh, you know, this was an important event today. This was an event about food
security. This was an event about how we're going to take the steps to get to — to eradicate
hunger by 2030. And that is something that the President takes very personally. That is
something that — we wouldn’t be doing this event that has not happened since President Nixon,
right? That was 50 years ago, that an event like this occurred at the White House. So, clearly, this



is something that is important. Clearly, this is something that he really honors both Republican
and Democratic congressional champions when it comes to this issue. Again, she was at the top
of mind. Uh, he is going to be seeing her family in two days to honor her, uh, to honor the work
that she has done and, um, and uh, you know, this was a remarkable legacy that she had and we
should be honoring that.


