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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: On the Road]

HODA KOTB: On the road. President Biden hits the campaign trail today in the closely watched
battleground of Pennsylvania. Can he move the needle for undecided voters with less than three
weeks to go?
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: What to Watch as Midterms Approach]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: Of course another big focus here in Washington, the midterm
elections. With just 19 days to go, early voting already under way. President Biden is hitting the
campaign trail in the battleground of Pennsylvania today. And that brings us over here to Kristen
Welker who’s been covering politics, of course. Well, let’s start here with gas prices. We talked
to Tom about the economy. Gas prices is an indicator, both economically and politically for the
White House. 

KRISTEN WELKER: That’s absolutely right and there is no doubt that there’s a lot of concern
about gas prices which have ticked up a bit over the past month. They're down significantly,
though, from their high in the summer over $5 a gallon. Yesterday, President Biden announced
they are releasing 15 million barrels from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. But look, this is really
the tail end of an announcement that was made several months ago to release 180 million barrels.
And, Savannah, it's not clear it will have a big impact on gas prices. What it does is it allows the
President to make the case he is working on this issue, which 44 percent of Americans say is
their top issue right now heading into these midterms. I talked to the White House chief of staff
Ron Klain. What’s the first thing he does every morning? Check gas prices and it underscores,
Savannah, the fact that what happens in November could be very much determined by the price
at the pump.

GUTHRIE: Yeah because of something that absolutely everyone feels and it creates a ripple
through the economy. Let's talk about the issue of abortion. Democrats thought they had a lot of
momentum with that issue right on the heels of the Dobbs decision in June. Now, it doesn't seem
that it’s having as much of a sway with independent voters. 

WELKER: That's right. And you look at the swing that we’re seeing among independent women
in particular who said that they favored Democrats in September. Now a huge swing over to
Republicans. You saw abortion as an energizing factor in races in Kansas, in — special election



in New York in the primaries. But I think Democrats are concerned that they need to be having
broader appeal. You saw President Biden talking about the issue of abortion earlier this week. He
said remember, basically, the outrage that you felt on the day Roe v. Wade was overturned, trying
to turn back the clock in essence, Savannah. But there’s a real awareness and, I think, a message
from the White House, yes, we need to talk about abortion but we need to talk about issues,
including the economy and crime. Voters care in this election cycle too. So that’s why the
President’s going to be in Pennsylvania talking about infrastructure today, for example. 

GUTHRIE: Yeah. The polls have shown that the Republicans appear to have some momentum
going into this midterms. The control of the Senate, control of the House is on the table.
Pennsylvania, where the President will be today, is a key Senate race. And it's tight. 

WELKER: It's very tight. It's basically a statistical dead heat, Savannah. And what's notable
about the President's stop in Pennsylvania today, he’s going to be talking about infrastructure.
Here you can see the polls between John Fetterman and Dr. Oz. He's going to talk about
infrastructure and then hold a fundraising event with John Fetterman. So, not the typical rally that
you would usually see a President hold in these closing weeks of a campaign. Why? Well, his
approval ratings are low and I think a lot of Democrats are concerned that he will — he will
hinder them instead of helping them. And so, that's why I think you're not seeing these traditional
rallies. But I spoke to an administration official who said, look, the bottom line is we think it's
more effective to have him out talking about things like infrastructure, taking about things like
abortion, gas prices, and the things that he has worked on instead of basically shouting at a
crowd. They point to Obama, they point to Trump. They say, look, they had big losses in their
midterms as well, so they don't necessarily see that as an effective strategy. They’re also saying
he will be holding typical events getting closer. 

GUTHRIE: Alright, Kristen Welker, here in Washington with me, thank you so much.


