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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Florida Faceoff; Two Weeks to Election Day]

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS: Florida face-off. Overnight, Governor Ron DeSantis and
Charlie Crist in their only debate in the race for governor. The economy and abortion take center
stage with polls in the Sunshine State open.

(....)

7:09:03 a.m.
2 minutes and 59 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Florida Faceoff; Candidates for Governor
Clash in Heated Debate]

STEPHANOPOULOS: To the midterms now. Exactly two weeks from the final vote and eight
million have already voted early. In Florida last night, an explosive debate pitting Governor Ron
DeSantis against challenger Charlie Crist. Chief White House correspondent Cecilia Vega is on
the scene in West Palm Beach. Good morning, Cecilia. 

CECILIA VEGA: Hey, George, good morning to you. Early voting is already under way right
now and Ron DeSantis — he’s got a commanding lead in the polls, but in that debate last night,
his opponent Charlie Crist really tried to shine a spotlight on some of the governor's more
controversial policies, including the fact he could be gearing up for a White House run in the not
too distant future. The only debate in the heated race and the candidates came out swinging. 

CONGRESSMAN CHARLIE CRIST (D-FL): Governor DeSantis has taken his eye off the ball.
He's focused on running for president. 

GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS (R-FL): Charlie Crist has voted with Joe Biden 100 percent of
the time. 

VEGA: The heated issues driving voters to the polls around the country front and center here in
this battleground state. Republican incumbent Governor Ron DeSantis hitting hard on the
economy —

DESANTIS: We have the worst inflation of 40 years. It's much more expensive to replace a roof
today than just three years ago thanks to the Biden/Crist policies. That, unfortunately, is
contributing to the increase.

VEGA: — while challenger Charlie Crist a former Republican governor himself turned



Democratic Congressman attacked DeSantis for signing a law that bans abortions at 15 weeks
with no exceptions for rape or incest. 

CRIST: And I want to make sure we keep a woman's right to choose available to the women of
the state of Florida. 

VEGA: Also on full display, DeSantis’s controversial move to use Florida taxpayer dollars to fly
migrants from the Texas border to Martha's Vineyard. 

CRIST: I thought it was a horrible, political stunt. 

DESANTIS: It’s sad that it comes to this, but what we did was put this issue front and center. 

VEGA: And while Joe Biden is not on the ballot here, Desantis repeatedly tried to turn it into a
referendum on his presidency, invoking Biden's name some ten times in an hour. Crist firing
back, accusing DeSantis of looking well beyond next month’s midterms and to 2024, a charge
DeSantis refused to answer. 

CRIST: Why don't you look in the eyes of the people of the state of Florida and say to them, if
you're re-elected you will serve a full four-year term as governor. Yes or no? [CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE] Yes or no, Ron? Will you serve a full four-year term if you're re-elected governor
of Florida? It's not a tough question. It's a fair question. He won't tell you. 

LISA QUIRANTES: We did not agree on the candidates asking each other questions. 

DESANTIS: Is it my time?

QUIRANTES: Governor, it's your turn. 

DESANTIS: Well, listen, I know that Charlie is interested in talking about 2024 and Joe Biden,
but I want to make things very, very clear, the only worn out, old donkey I'm looking to put out to
pasture is Charlie Crist. 

VEGA: So that was the moment, needless to say, of that debate last night. Now, President Biden
will be right here in south Florida for a rally with Charlie Crist next week. It's just the President's
second campaign rally of these midterms. George, it shows how laser focused Democrats are not
only on this governor's race in two weeks, but what it also could mean for the White House in
2024. 

STEPHANOPOULOS: No question about it. Okay, Cecilia, thanks very much.


