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HODA KOTB: All eyes were on Pennsylvania overnight. 

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: Yeah, the first and only Senate debate there with control of congress
hanging in the balance.

(....)

7:00:31 a.m. [TEASE]
28 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Center Stage]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: Center stage. Democrat John Fetterman and Republican Dr. Mehmet
Oz face off on the issues. 

LT. GOV JOHN FETTERMAN (D): My campaign would fight for Roe v. Wade.

DR. MEHMET OZ (R): John Fetterman takes everything to an extreme and those extreme
positions hurt us all. 

GUTHRIE: And ongoing concerns over Fetterman's fitness to serve. 

FETTERMAN: I had a stroke. He’s never let me forget that. 

GUTHRIE: This morning, the candidates in their own words and the takeaways in one of the
most important midterm contests. 

(....)

7:02:51 a.m.

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Debate Showdown in Pennsylvania]

KOTB: But of course, we will begin with last night's big debate in Pennsylvania. 

GUTHRIE: This was highly anticipated not only because of questions concerning Democrat John
Fetterman's health after his stroke six months ago, but also because this race could decide which
party controls the Senate and that will affect every single American come next year. We’ll show
you how it played out. Let's start this morning with NBC's Dasha Burns in Harrisburg. Dasha,



good morning. 

DASHA BURNS: Savannah, good morning. This debate was highly anticipated not just by
voters here in Pennsylvania, but people across the country. It's an extremely tight race, just a
couple of points separating these candidates in the polls and in a battle against one of the most
familiar faces on American television, many tuned in to see how Fetterman would fare after
suffering a stroke earlier this year and the stakes could not have been higher. In a race that could
help decide the balance of power in Congress, Pennsylvania Democrat John Fetterman and
Republican Mehmet Oz, neck-and-neck, in the polls finally face-to-face on the debate stage.

FETTERMAN: I'm running to serve Pennsylvania. He’s running to use Pennsylvania. 

OZ: John Fetterman takes everything to an extreme and those extreme positions hurt us all. 

BURNS: Fetterman acknowledging what he called the elephant in the room, the stroke that
nearly killed him five months ago. 

FETTERMAN: I had a stroke. He’s never let me forget that. And I might miss some words
during this debate, mush two words together. I’m also fighting for any forgotten community all
across Pennsylvania. They ever got knocked down that had to be — to get back up and I made
my entire career dedicating to those kinds of pursuits. 

BURNS: Fetterman using closed captioning to assist with auditory processing, battling Dr. Oz.

FETTERMAN: It's about supporting and helping, you know, young earners, excuse me, young
— young, uh, young students to give them a break. 

BURNS: But experiencing some stumbles throughout the debate, particularly during an exchange
over fracking challenged by the moderators for past contradictory comments. 

FETTERMAN: I do support fracking and I don't — I don't — I support fracking and I stand —
and I do support fracking. 

BURNS: Fetterman says he's fit to serve citing a letter from his doctor but he would not commit
to releasing his full medical records. 

FETTERMAN: I believe if my doctor believes that I'm fit to serve and that's what I believe is
appropriate – 

BURNS: The celebrity TV doctor never directly addressing Fetterman's health but saying this
during an exchange on education. 

OZ: I visited vocational schools, I have an answer, but John, obviously, because I wasn't clear
enough for you to understand this.



BURNS: One point where Oz has not clear, how he'd vote on a 15-week abortion ban introduced
by Republican Senator Lindsey Graham. 

OZ: I want women, doctors, local political leaders, letting the democracy that’s always allowed
our nation to thrive to put the best idea forward so states can decide for themselves. 

BURNS: A clear difference from his opponent.

FETTERMAN: My campaign would fight for Roe v. Wade and if given the opportunity to codify
it into law. 

BURNS: Oz also trying to court moderate undecided voters, but it was former President Trump’s
endorsement that helped get him onto the Republican ticket here. 

LISA SYLVESTER: Donald Trump has supported you, he has endorsed you. Why won't you
fully commit to supporting him in 2024? 

OZ: Oh, I do. I would support Donald Trump if he decided to run for president. 

BURNS: And Savannah, speaking to media after the debate, the Fetterman spokesperson said the
campaign was thrilled with his performance saying he won quote “countless exchanges against
Oz.” And we asked the Oz spokesperson what the Republican meant when he said that decisions
about abortion should be made between, “a woman, her doctor, and local political leaders,” the
campaign responded that he is,“pro-life with exceptions for rape, incest, and the life” of the
mother and, Savannah, voters said that they wish they had seen more substance and fewer
attacks, Savannah.

GUTHRIE: All right, Dasha Burns leading us off, thank you. Let's turn to NBC's Hallie Jackson
who watched the debate as well. Hallie, I mean, John Fetterman said it, the elephant in the room
was his health, his recent stroke, his fitness to serve.

HALLIE JACKSON: Right.

GUTHRIE: How did it play in the room?

JACKSON: So, I talked to some folks who were in the room, I was on the phone with a
campaign advisor right after the debate last night Savannah, and here’s where I think it's coming
down at this point for Democrats who are largely acknowledging that yes, John Fetterman, it’s
very evident, is clearly still recovering from a stroke. There were accommodations made, as
Dasha talked about, the closed captioning to be able to have him conduct this debate, but I will
say that there is a sense among people close to the lieutenant governor that voters will
understand, he had a health issue, that he is recovering, that he is putting himself out there.
They’re going after Oz for the line about abortion access being between a woman, a doctor and
political leaders. I would expect to see some potential attack ads on that in the coming days. But I
talked with Democratic allies, Savannah, who questioned whether it will actually help that



Fetterman was on the debate stage and questions overall on both sides of the aisle on how this is
going to move the needle for Pennsylvania voters. This is such a close race. Every vote will
matter in this race that has bigger stakes nationally and there is still a question mark of how
voters will respond and react. 

GUTHRIE: And on the issues, we saw some themes play out that have, obviously, been -- been --
it's kind of a microcosm of what’s happening in other races where Republicans —

JACKSON: Yeah.

GUTHRIE: — are hitting hard on the economy and crime, Democrats turning to abortion and we
saw that last night.

JACKSON: It was on full display, Savannah, you’re totally right. When you look at, for example,
the abortion access answer from Oz, when you look at how Oz went after Fetterman on crime
and the economy, we are seeing that not just in Pennsylvania, but you look at other debates that
were happening overnight in places like New York, for example, where crime and the economy
were also issues that Republicans were really trying to hit hard on Democrats. These are issues
that are going to matter to voters in the next 13 days before Election Day. You saw them on stage
and they are going to continue to play out over the next two weeks. 

GUTHRIE: Alright, Hallie Jackson, thank you, very much

(....)

8:00:23 a.m. [TEASE]
29 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Pennsylvania Senate Race]

GUTHRIE: Coming up, center stage. Inside the Pennsylvania Senate race, Democrat John
Fetterman facing off against Republican Mehmet Oz, sparring over the issues. 

FETTERMAN: I'm running to serve Pennsylvania. He’s running to use Pennsylvania. 

OZ: John Fetterman takes everything to an extreme and those extreme positions hurt us all. 

GUTHRIE: And John Fetterman's health. 

FETTERMAN: I had a stroke but it knocked me down, but I’m going to keep coming back up. 

GUTHRIE: Why this race could help decide the balance of power in Congress.

(....)



8:02:16 a.m.
3 minutes and 28 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Debate Showdown in Pennsylvania]

GUTHRIE: With control of the U.S. Senate at stake, all eyes were on that tight Pennsylvania race
last night and the only debate pitting Democrat John Fetterman against Republican Dr. Mehmet
Oz and it comes amid questions concerning Fetterman's health after his stroke six months ago.
NBC’s Dasha Burns joins us with some of the key moments last night. Hi Dasha, good morning.

BURNS: Hey Savannah, good morning. This debate was highly anticipated not just by voters
here in Pennsylvania, but across the country. This is an extremely tight race. Just a couple of
points separating these candidates. And in the battle against one of the most familiar faces on
American television, many tuned in to see how Fetterman would fare after suffering a stroke
earlier this year and the stakes could not have been higher.

FETTERMAN: I'm running to serve Pennsylvania. He’s running to use Pennsylvania. 

OZ: John Fetterman takes everything to an extreme and those extreme positions hurt us all. 

BURNS: Fetterman acknowledging what he called the elephant in the room, the stroke that
nearly killed him five months ago. 

FETTERMAN: I had a stroke. He’s never let me forget that. And I might miss some words
during this debate, mush two words together. I’m also fighting for any forgotten community all
across Pennsylvania. They ever got knocked down that had to be-- to get back up and I made my
entire career dedicating to those kinds of pursuits.

BURNS: Fetterman using closed captioning to assist with auditory processing, battling Dr. Oz.

FETTERMAN: It's about supporting and helping, you know, young earners, excuse me, young --
young, uh, young students to give them a break. 

BURNS: But experiencing some stumbles throughout the debate, particularly during an exchange
over fracking challenged by the moderators for past contradictory comments. 

FETTERMAN: I do support fracking and I don't — I don't — I support fracking and I stand —
and I do support fracking. 

BURNS: Fetterman says he's fit to serve citing a letter from his doctor but he would not commit
to releasing his full medical records. 

FETTERMAN: I believe if my doctor believes that I'm fit to serve and that's what I believe is
appropriate – 



BURNS: The celebrity TV doctor never directly addressing Fetterman's health but saying this
during an exchange on education. 

OZ: I visited vocational schools, I have an answer, but John, obviously, because I wasn't clear
enough for you to understand this.

BURNS: One point where Oz has not clear, how he'd vote on a 15- week abortion ban introduced
by Republican Senator Lindsey Graham. 

OZ: I want women, doctors, local political leaders, letting the democracy that’s always allowed
our nation to thrive to put the best idea forward so states can decide for themselves. 

BURNS: A clear difference from his opponent.

FETTERMAN: My campaign would fight for Roe v. Wade and if given the opportunity to codify
it into law. 

BURNS: And, Savannah, in speaking to media after the debate, the Fetterman spokesperson said
the campaign was thrilled with the Democrat's performance saying he won, “multiple exchanges
against Oz.” We also asked the Oz folks person about that line you just heard there where Oz
said that decisions about abortion should be made between, “a woman, her doctor, and local
political leaders.” The campaign said that Oz is, “pro-life with exceptions for rape, incest, and
the life of the mother,” Savannah. 

BURNS: All right. Dasha Burns, thank you very much.


