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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: End of an Era]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: End of an era. Nancy Pelosi, the only female House speaker in history,
steps down from her leadership role. 

HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI (D-CA): For me, the hour’s come for a new generation to
lead the Democratic caucus. 

GUTHRIE: This morning, who will replace her and what it means for the future of both parties
on Capitol Hill. 

(....)

7:09:53 a.m.
2 minutes and 57 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Pelosi Stepping Down from Leadership]

HODA KOTB: Let's turn now to the fallout from the midterms. Republicans taking back control
of the House and a major shift is happening in Washington and inside the Democratic Party.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi announcing she will step down as the Democratic leader in the House.
NBC's Ryan Nobles joins us with the latest on this. Hey, Ryan, good morning. 

RYAN NOBLES: Good morning, Hoda. Nancy Pelosi's reign over the Democratic caucus was
legendary. As the first female speaker, she went toe-to-toe with some of the most powerful men
in the world and rarely backed down, making her a hero in her party and enemy number one for
Republicans. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi passing the torch on Capitol Hill. 

PELOSI: For me, the hour’s come for a new generation to lead the Democratic caucus that I so
deeply respect. 

NOBLES: Pelosi was the first and only female Speaker of the House. 

PELOSI: When I first came to the floor at six years old, never would I have thought that some
day I would go from homemaker to house speaker. 

NOBLES: An icon to Democrats and a villain to Republicans, Pelosi was a polarizing figure who
spent two decades as the House Democratic leader and many Republicans are happy to see her
go. 



HOUSE MINORITY LEADER KEVIN MCCARTHY (R-CA) [on Fox News]: One party
Democratic rule in Washington is finished. We have fired Nancy Pelosi. 

NOBLES: She took the speaker's gavel for the first time in 2007. And in her farewell address
paid homage to the presidents she worked with. 

PELOSI: I have enjoyed working with three presidents. 

NOBLES: Notably left one out. Donald Trump, who she clashed with, pointing him down during
a cabinet meeting, sauntering out of the West Wing in sunglasses, and tearing up a copy of his
State of the Union from the dais in the House chamber. Her move comes just weeks after her
husband Paul was assaulted inside their San Francisco home. Pelosi thanking the audience for
their support in the aftermath. Her exit opens the door for a new crop of leaders. Chief among
them, New York's Hakeem Jeffries, who’s the favorite to take over as Democratic leader. Jeffries
would be the first black leader of either party in Congress and will face a Republican majority
ready to take direct aim at the Biden White House. 

CONGRESSMAN JIM COMER (R-KY): This is an investigation of Joe Biden. The President of
the United States —

NOBLES: All this while Pelosi takes on an emeritus role, still serving in Congress, guiding her
successors. The Speaker reflecting on her historic career in 2019 with Savannah:

GUTHRIE [TO PELOSI] [in 2019]: You probably are the most powerful woman in government. 

PELOSI [in 2019]: In the United States. 

GUTHRIE [TO PELOSI] [in 2019]: Yes. 

PELOSI [in 2019]: That's true. 

GUTHRIE [TO PELOSI] [in 2019]: Do you think about that as a personal accomplishment?

PELOSI [in 2019]: No, I think of it as a responsibility.

NOBLES: And House Democrats will pick their leadership team November 30. Now, this job
will be difficult. Because the margins in the new Congress will be so tight, they will not be able
to lose a single vote, keeping Democrats together will be a priority and that, of course, was
Nancy Pelosi's specialty. Hoda?

KOB: Alright, Ryan Nobles for us there in D.C. Ryan, thank you.


