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ZEKE MILLER: On a different topic, I was hoping — what is the White House’s message, the
President’s message to people in China who are peaceably protesting COVID lockdowns there?
And then, did the topic of China’s zero-COVID policy come up in the President’s bilateral
meeting with President Xi when they met in Indonesia a couple weeks ago?

JOHN KIRBY: They did talk about COVID and the effect that the pandemic had had around the
world. Clearly, that came up inside the conversation. I don’t know if, specifically, the
zero-COVID policy was an issue of discussion, but certainly COVID was on the agenda, as you
might expect that it would be and our message to peaceful protesters around the world is the
same and consistent: People should be allowed the right to assemble and to peacefully protest
policies or laws or dictates that they take issue with.

MILLER: Does the White House support their — their efforts to sort of regain personal freedoms
in light of these lockdowns?

KIRBY: The White House supports the right of peaceful protest.

(....)
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ED O’KEEFE: On China, John, is it the U.S.’s assessment that these protests we’ve seen are
widespread?  Or are they perhaps more isolated incidents that are being amplified by social
media?

KIRBY: I don’t think that we know a whole lot more about the geographic location, size, scale,
and scope of them than what you’re learning as well through social media and through traditional
media. It’s not like we have, I think, a finer sense of insight than what’s already out there in the
public sphere, so I — you know, I don’t — I don’t have a sense of that.

O’KEEFE: In that realm, the statement you issued — or that was issued earlier today didn’t
include any explicit calls for China to stop detaining and harming protesters and journalists. Why
not?

KIRBY: We’re watching this closely, as you might expect we would and again, we continue to
stand up and support the right of peaceful protest and I think we’re going to watch this closely,
and we’ll see where things go.

(....)
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SEBASTIAN SMITH: Again, on China. You had just noted that you’re watching this closely, as
we might expect. Could you give us a sense of how much the President is engaging with this
issue? Is he watching it personally, you know, getting updated more than on, maybe, some other
things?

KIRBY: The President is staying briefed on what’s going on inside China. Yes.

SMITH: Is it fair to say he’s “closely” briefed on this?

KIRBY: Any time —

SMITH: Just — just trying to get an impression of, like, where he’s at with this issue.

KIRBY: — I’ve never been in the room where he wasn’t, like, closely briefed. I mean, yeah, he’s
— he’s — he’s staying atop on what’s — what’s going on. He’s monitoring this. We all are. So,
yes, the President is certainly staying mindful of the protest activity.

SMITH: Okay. Thank you.

JEAN-PIERRE: Alex, way in the back.

ALEXANDER NAZARYAN: Thanks, Karine. Thank you, John. You know, I sort of assume
that the United States supports peaceful protest around the world. That, with all due respect,
doesn’t strike, I would think, most people as a novel position. The question is —

KIRBY: Well, I’m glad that it’s not a novel position. It’s exactly where we should be.

NAZARYAN: — but the President has explicitly drawn a contrast between autocracy and
democracy here and also abroad. Isn’t this a moment — obviously, without getting into some sort
of grand conflict — to sort of assert the rights of people, advocating for freedom and democracy
more forcefully than perhaps we have?

KIRBY: This is, I think, a moment to reassert what we believe in when it comes to free assembly
and — and peaceful protest and we’ve done that and will continue to do that, whether it’s people
protesting in Iran or China or anywhere else around the world. Nothing has changed about the
President’s firm belief in the power of democracy and democratic institutions and how important
that is.  But this is really a moment — to put it back into your words — this is a moment for —
you know, for the — for the Chinese people and the Chinese government to speak to. We have
been nothing but clear and consistent, and I think you’ll see that going forward.

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE: Peter and then Mary.



PETER DOOCY: So, just to follow up, John: On the China issue, why is the White House’s line
that “everybody has the right to peacefully protest” and not “the U.S. thinks it’s bad to lock
people up in their houses to stop COVID”?

KIRBY: We’ve — we’ve made it clear, Peter, that a lockdown is not a policy that we’re going to
support here. We’ve — we’ve come a long way over these last three years — hard to believe
three years — in terms of treating COVID and preventing COVID, so we’ve said, you know, a
lockdown is not a policy that we support here.  But, obviously, there are people in China that —
that have — have concerns about that.  And they’re protesting that, and we believe they should
be able to do that peacefully. 

DOOCY: Okay and on the sanctions relief for Venezuela —

KIRBY: Yeah.

DOOCY: — why is it that President Biden would rather let U.S. companies drill for oil in
Venezuela than here in the U.S.?

KIRBY: That’s not an accurate take on the President’s view.

DOOCY: Earlier this month, he said, “No more drilling.  There is no more drilling.”

KIRBY: The President has issued 9,000 permits for drilling on U.S. federal lands, Peter; 9,000 of
them are being unused. There are plenty of opportunities for oil and gas companies to drill here
in the United States. Now, I’ll let Chevron speak for this particular issue of sanctions relief, but
our expectation is it won’t be a lot of oil coming out of there.  It will have to be shipped to the
United States.

DOOCY: Does the President think there’s some benefit to the climate to drill oil in Venezuela
and not here?

KIRBY: No, it has nothing to do with a benefit to the climate, Peter. Again, there are 9,000
unused permits here in the United States on federal land that oil and gas companies can and
should take advantage of. Nine thousand and we’re talking about one there in Venezuela. Now,
look, it remains to be seen how much will get drilled down there. It’ll be up to Chevron to decide
that, Peter. But — but as a function of the sanction itself, that oil, whatever product is drilled, has
to come to the United States.

(....)
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PHILIP WEGMANN: Two quick questions. One on China and then on Ukraine. I’m wondering,
what is the President’s reaction when he hears protesters in China chant “freedom” or “Xi



Jinping step down”?

KIRBY: The President is not going to speak for protesters around the world; they’re speaking for
themselves. 

WEGMANN: And so there’s no reaction?

KIRBY: These protesters are speaking for themselves. What we are doing is making it clear that
we support the right of peaceful protest.

WEGMANN: And then, my follow-up: Is the backlog of arms shipments to Taiwan a result of
our stepped-up efforts to send arms to Ukraine?

KIRBY: What I can tell you is that we are constantly balancing, as we must, our own inventories,
the inventories of our allies and partners and people that we do conduct arm sales with, as well
as, of course, the inventory that the Ukrainian armed forces need to fight the Russian aggression
and it’s a balancing act and with every single decision by the President to draw down DOD
stocks, you know, he gets an assessment from the Pentagon about whether that’s going to affect
our readiness and we’re in constant touch with, again, allies and partners about their readiness
needs, because many of them are reliant on U.S. systems and of course, you know, that includes
Taiwan. We just — the President just signed out — what, a month or so ago? — another billion
dollars of Taiwan arm sales and of course, we’re going to continue to look at what the next
iteration of that needs to look like and when that would occur, but we take very seriously our
responsibility to help provide Taiwan the self-defense capabilities that — that it needs. That’s in
accordance with law and policy, and that’s not going to change.

WEGMANN: But in terms of those shipments actually going out the door to Taiwan currently, is
there a backlog when it comes to those arms being shipped?

KIRBY: I’m not going to get into it at a public podium, talking about inventory stocks of any
system anywhere. That just is not a good idea for — for us to do. Certainly not from the podium.
We — we watch it very closely. We make sure that our readiness can be preserved, as well as the
readiness of our allies and partners. But look, has — has all the provisions to Ukraine — has that
— has that caused an effort inside the administration to make sure that we are — that we are
judiciously monitoring stocks and inventories, and working with the defense industry to plus
them up and to make sure that those supply chains are still flowing? Absolutely. They — of
course — of course we are. But it’s a balance we strike every day.

WEGMANN: Thank you, sir.

KIRBY: Yep.


