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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Warnock Wins]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: Democrat Raphael Warnock defeats Republican Herschel Walker in a
fiercely contentious runoff race solidifying the Democrats' majority in the Senate. The impact in
Washington and across both parties straight ahead.

(....)

7:03:37 a.m.
26 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; Warnock Defeats Walker in Georgia]

PETER ALEXANDER: Democrat Raphael Warnock winning his second Senate runoff in just
two years and with that, the 2022 midterms are finally in the books. For the first time in nearly 90
years the party in power, in this case the Democrats, successfully defended every incumbent
Senate seat. In Georgia's closely watched Senate runoff, Democrat Raphael Warnock walking
away with the win.

(....)

7:04:22 a.m.
5 minutes and 35 seconds

ALEXANDER: Warnock reflecting on his mother's extraordinary journey. 

SENATOR RAPHAEL WARNOCK (D-GA): She grew up in the 1950s in Waycross, Georgia,
picking somebody else's cotton and somebody else's tobacco. But tonight, she helped pick her
youngest son to be a United States senator. [CHEERS AND APPLAUSE]

ALEXANDER: Walker, a former football star and political novice, conceded defeat.

HERSCHEL WALKER: I don't want any of you to stop believing in America. And I’m not going
to make any excuses cause we put up a heck of a fight. 

ALEXANDER: Walker struggled to overcome a series of public scandals from allegations of
domestic abuse to accusations he paid for two women to have abortions, claims that he
vehemently denied. The Republicans’ runoff loss more bad news for former President Trump,
who handpicked Walker. From Arizona to Pennsylvania, candidates backed by Mr. Trump, not
only failed to win back the Senate for Republicans, but ultimately cost them a seat. All of it



reigniting questions about Mr. Trump's political capital, just weeks after he announced a 2024
White House bid. Overnight, President Biden calling to congratulate Warnock
tweeting,“Tonight, Georgia voters stood up for our democracy, rejected ultra-MAGAism, and
most importantly: sent a good man back to the Senate.” Jennifer Dainger [sp?], a Georgia
Republican telling us she would not vote for Walker. 

JENNIFER DAINGER [sp?]: I still think that it's kind of proof that Trump can't just back
candidates and have them win with no substance.

ALEXANDER: Once a traditionally Republican stronghold, Georgia now solidifying itself as a
purple state. The Democrats, with that pivotal 51st Senate seat, is significantly. It means it will
be easy for the Democrats to confirm President Biden's judicial nominees and limits the power of
one Democratic senator from blocking the party's plans in terms of policies. But remember,
beginning in January, the House will be in Republican hands. Savannah. 

GUTHRIE: Alright, Peter, thank you. Joining us now with the impact in Washington, NBC
senior Washington correspondent Hallie Jackson. Hallie, this is a time where analysts such as
yourself get to read into the results. And here you have Raphael Warnock improving on his
margins over November. People are saying, wow, Georgia is firmly a swing state now. On the
other hand, you look and say, well, every Republican statewide won in Georgia in November. So
is this just uniquely Herschel Walker being a flawed candidate? What’s your take?

HALLIE JACKSON: There is something else in play, Savannah, and you’re hitting the nail on
the head, right? It's not like Georgia is a super blue state. It is, obviously, not. It is swing, but
there is something at play here. Donald Trump, right? What these results signal is that the Trump
brand is toxic in this state cause you look at those four statewide officeholders, Savannah, that
you mentioned and those are officeholders — those are Republicans who had spoken out against
the former President and his election fraud lies. You saw them get basically swept into office in
November. Now you have the runoff where Raphael Warnock did perform better than expected
in really key areas like the Atlanta metro area, other metro areas in Georgia. In other words, he
did better in more places where more people live. That’s what helped drive him to victory.

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Impact of Warnock’s Victory]

GUTHRIE: Can you explain, Hallie, for folks why it is that this helps Democrats in the sense of
they already had a majority? It was already a 50-50 Senate going in, now it’s going to be 51-49.
Can you explain what that’s going to mean day to day in Washington? 

JACKSON: Less procedural red tape. Just to put it in plain English, right? They don't have to do
this kind of power sharing thing where they split committees, et cetera, et cetera, have to work
more closely with Republicans. They now have an outright majority. Why does this matter, right?
Let me take my Washington nerd hat off. This matters because Democrats really want to get, for
example, judicial nominees through. They want to work to reshape the federal judiciary in a way
that Republicans have done under former President Trump. This one seat makes that easier and it
does give them more cushion day to day, even though it is only one seat. What if somebody gets



sick, a couple people get sick? It takes a lot of the power out of the hands of just one single
senator, right? You don't have somebody like, say, a Senator Joe Manchin, who can throw his
weight around quite as much here and it gives Democrats a tiny bit of a cushion heading into the
next election. I know we are wrapping up — 

GUTHRIE: Oh, no. You took it —

JACKSON: — this one —

GUTHRIE: — right of my — I was going to say —

JACKSON: — they’re thinking about it.

GUTHRIE: — you are picking up what I'm laying down, my friend. I was thinking 2024. What
does this signal, and particularly for Donald Trump, because many observers said, wow, for the
first time you’re seeing some signs of political weakness, that perhaps the loosening of the grip,
some — 

JACKSON: Yes.

GUTHRIE: — Republicans having a little more courage who might want to run against him to
speak out against him. 

JACKSON: We can't predict what the next year and a half’s going to look like — right — as to
comes to the Republican primary, but this is — there is so much being talked about this moment
of Republican soul-searching. But the bottom line is that Donald Trump's brand did not win in
states where it needed to win in the midterms. We are seeing that solidified with this result in —
in Georgia. Herschel Walker was Donald Trump's handpicked candidate, Savannah, right? So,
that's the sort of Trump factor in this. And yes, there is going to be this moment where
Republicans, and you're in it, and I hear about it all the time, are looking at what grip does the
former President have on the party. He is still popular among the base, but is that enough in
presidential battlegrounds as he’s now a candidate? On the Democratic side, this single seat
victory, Savannah, does give them a little bit of a margin when it comes to places like Montana,
West Virginia, and Ohio, three really important states — Senate battlegrounds that we’ll be
talking about for the next two years.

(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Warnock Defeats Walker in Georgia]

ALEXANDER: The Democrats securing their majority in the Senate. Now a 51-to-49 advantage.
That makes it easier, among other things, for the Democrats to confirm President Biden's judicial



nominees. And Walker's loss is bad news for former President Trump, who had handpicked
Walker in this Senate race. All of it reigniting questions about Mr. Trump's political capital, just
a matter of weeks after he announced a 2024 White House bid. And Georgia, which had long
been a — a Republican stronghold, has now solidified itself as a highly competitive state.


