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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Migrant Border Crossing “Crisis”]

CRAIG MELVIN: The southern border battle is raging once again with a new wave of migrants
crossing into the United States and it comes ahead of next week's expected end of a Trump-era
immigration restriction and the Department of Homeland Security says it is sending more agents
to deal with the influx. NBC’s Gabe Gutierrez has made his way to Mexico. He joins us now
from the Mexican side of the border. Gabe, good morning.

GABE GUTIERREZ: Craig, good morning. With the wind chill, temperatures feel like they’re
below freezing here and some migrants have spent a miserable night. Now, I’m standing in
Ciudad Juarez and behind me, you can see that water. That's the Rio Grande and that line of
migrants is technically on U.S. soil waiting to get to the border fence. Behind that fence is
downtown El Paso. You see how long this line stretches for and local officials in El Paso say this
is a sign of things to come. This morning, the immigration battle at the southern border is
intensifying. For days, huge groups of migrants have been crossing into El Paso, Texas, clutching
blankets and burning fires to keep warm. This family from Nicaragua tells us they are desperate
to reach the U.S. They just crossed the Rio Grande. The temperatures are dropping as the sun sets
and they’re getting ready to turn themselves into Border Patrol right on the other side of that
border fence. This new influx comes just days before a federal court order that a pandemic-era
border restriction known as Title 42 be lifted. The restriction gives the U.S. government authority
to turn away migrants, including asylum seekers, at the border, citing the need to prevent COVID
from spreading inside the country. Customs and Border Protection agents expect migration to
keep rising, telling NBC News daily illegal border crossings could reach 10,000 per day. That’s
on top of a record 2.4 million already during the past year. At a migrant shelter in Mexico, we
felt this family of four from Guatemala. Now, they’re waiting until Title 42 is lifted before they
decide whether to cross into the United States. The Department Homeland Security blames
criminal smuggling organizations for exploiting migrants for profit and says it's deployed more
agents to the region. 

DHS SECRETARY ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS: The — the increase in encounters at our
southern border is not something exclusive to the United States. What we are seeing is an
increase in migration throughout the hemisphere. 

GUTIERREZ: But in El Paso, some officials say the federal government needs to do more.
Migrant processing centers are already crowded. Some people even sleeping outside. 

EL PASO, TEX DEPUTY CITY MANAGER MARIO D’AGOSTINO: It is a state of
emergency. There’s no municipality that could handle what we’re seeing and about to see with
the lifting of Title 42. 



GUTIERREZ: Again, this long line of migrants here is technically on U.S. soil, about to turn
themselves into Border Patrol. They have spent this long night in freezing temperatures. You can
see how long this line extends and the Department of Homeland Security now wants $3 billion
from Congress to help handing the influx of migrant when Title 42 is lifted, again, possibly as
soon as next week, Craig, Savannah, Hoda.

MELVIN: Gabe Gutierrez there in front of quite the scene along the border. Gabe, thank you.


