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DARLENE SUPERVILLE: Republican-led states have asked the Supreme Court to intervene
and not allow Title 42 to expire on Wednesday as a different court had said. Is there any reaction
to that? And is the administration, in some way, hoping that the court will intervene and extend
Title 42 to help you all out of this situation that is brewing at the border?

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, not going to get into any legal determinations, or
speculations or you know, jump, get ahead of the process here. DOJ is clearly leading this
investigation. What I can tell you is what the Homeland — Homeland Security has been doing.
As you all know, Secretary Mayorkas was at — was at the border just last week. He talked about
how they are surging resources to the border and we have additional robust planning under way.
But we need Congress to give us the funds we've requested to do this in a safe, orderly, and
humane way. And here's the thing. If Republican Congress are serious about protecting the
border, if they are serious about securing the border, they are serious about the challenges that
we're currently seeing, that they should be able to — be able to get involved here and make sure
that the men and women of the Department of Homeland Security have the resources they need
— they are going to need to do their jobs. I know you guys are seeing some charts behind me, but
again. Just listing out this is what is needed. This is what we're asking that $3.5 billion of — of
funding requests that we’re asking of Congress. And also this is what we have been doing to
surge resources at the border to — to deal with — to address the — when the — when title 42 is
has to be lifted on Wednesday. 

KAREN TRAVERS: To follow on that, the mayor of El Paso said, over the weekend that the
influx of migrants on Wednesday will be incredible. He said it will be huge and that they're not
prepared to deal with it with the current resources that they have. So, you know, you have the
chart up here, but you know, can you walk us through what the plan is to help that city? 

JEAN-PIERRE: Yeah, absolutely. So, let me just give you what the DHS is doing and this
includes making sure that we give assistance to those very cities like El Paso's. For example,
DHS has deployed additional agents and processing capabilities to El Paso and 23,000 agents are
working to secure the southern border. Let's not forget those 23,000 agents is a — that is a
historic number. And that's because of the work that this President has done and so, that's the
most ever that we've ever seen, doing this work. And it's in addition — addition to nearly 1,000
border patrol processing coordinators, DHS has also put in place technologies like linear ground
detection systems and automated surveillance towers and is increasing security at ports of entry.
They're also adding 10 soft-sided CBP holding facilities. But again, we need Congress to provide
us the additional resources. We've requested to do this in a safe orderly and humane way. If they
are serious, Republicans in Congress are serious about securing the border, then they should
insist — assist in making sure the men and women at the DHS have what they need to get this
done. 



TRAVERS: You mentioned surging resources. I had asked you in September specifically about
El Paso and you had said the time that DHS, the administration was surging resources to the
region looking quickly to working to quickly decompress the area. Has that surge of resources
been maintained for the last several months? And is this — is that sustainable? You know, now
you're talking about another surge of resources, you know, is that on top of what had already
been done in September? And — and how long can you keep doing this urge like that?

(....)

2:43:06 p.m.
1 minute and 33 seconds

STEVE HOLLAND: Karine, is the Biden administration looking at sending migrants to Mexico
via the expedited removal process if Title 42 ends?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, I know there have been — been a lot of rumors, a lot of speculations. I
just — I'm not going to go off of everything. I wouldn't go off of everything that you're hearing
quite yet. But we will have some more to share tomorrow and there will be a call too on this very
under  — these very, varying — varying issues.

HOLLAND: Well, thank you. And there’s estimates of 50,000 migrants in Mexico waiting to
cross if Title 42 ends. Is that accurate and would that overwhelm the border patrols?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, I — I don’t — don’t have a number for you at this time. When I can
say, is that we know smugglers will try to spread misinformation to take advantage of these
vulnerable migrants. But I want to be very clear here. The fact is that the removal of Title 42 does
not mean the border is open. Anyone who suggests otherwise is simply doing the work of these
smugglers who, again, are spreading misinformation. And which are which is very dangerous.
When Title 42 goes away. as we are — as we have to do because of a court order, which is on
Wednesday as all of you know, we will go back to Title 8, which allows a process to make sure
that people can make their asylum claims heard. Those who do not have a legal basis to remain
will be quickly removed. And so, we will continue to fully enforce our immigration laws in a
fair, orderly, and humane manner, But again we need Congress to deliver on the funding that
were requesting from them.

(....)

2:47:36 p.m.
3 minutes and 31 seconds

ED O’KEEFE: You’re asking for $3.2 billion roughly from Congress to help pay for all these
new or ongoing plans across the border. Let’s say that money comes in the omnibus this week.
What’s the plan after that to work with Congress to address this issue?

JEAN-PIERRE: Like, beyond?



O’KEEFE: Yeah.

JEAN-PIERRE: Look, I mean, Ed, we have, from day one, have asked Congress to help us asked
this issue, right, by putting forward the immigration reform bill. That's on day one that the
President had requested that had asked that. That's to deal with modernizing the immigration —
this broken immigration system that we currently have and also to really protect a DACA
recipients and do so much more. And so we have, we have reached out. We've done outreach to
Congress. We have asked them and by — by acting, again putting forth this — this — this piece
of legislation. 

O’KEEFE: It’s resulted in virtually no change in immigration policy with —

JEAN-PIERRE: Well, I mean — 

O’KEEFE: — Democrats in charge, so —

JEAN-PIERRE: — that’s —

O’KEEFE: — how’s it going to get any easier —

JEAN-PIERRE: — I — I — well, I —

O’KEEFE: — when Republicans are in charge?

JEAN-PIERRE: — look, again, we are — we’ve asked for the 3.5 billion. We're going to
continue to ask Congress to assist in helping with — especially congressional Republicans to
help us with what's going help us border if they are indeed serious about doing that. But look,
even with that — without their assistant — without many Republicans being involved here,
congressional Republicans, we have secured more resources for the border then any president
before that — who preceded him, who preceded, this current President. He has most agents ever
[sic]. As I said, the 23,000 agents and let's not forget he's taking historic action to seize record
levels of fentanyl from entering our country and taking thousands of smugglers off the streets and
that's without congressional — many congressional Republicans assisting here, so the President
has made this a priority. Now, as we’re — as Title 42 is going to be lifted on Wednesday because
— due to a court order, we have put forth a 3.5 billion funding requests from Congress. If they
are serious about this — if congressional Republicans are serious about this. They would take the
take this up instead of doing political stunts.

O’KEEFE: This is going to be big news and is big news across the Northern Hemisphere because
migrants aren’t just coming from the northern triangle anymore. They’re coming from Chile,
from Peru, from Ecuador, whose president is here today. Venezuela, Colombia, of course. What
is the White House’s message to somebody who may see this somewhere in the Western
Hemisphere and think, after Wednesday, it’s going to be easier to get into the United States. 

JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, first I want to say the president of Ecuador has been a very good



partner to us on this very issue. So, I want to make that very, very clear. But again, I stated this to
— to Steve and I'll say this again. The fact that the removal of Title 42 is happening in just a day
or two doesn't mean that the border is open. It just doesn't mean that. When Title 42 goes away,
we will go back to Title 8, which allows for a process to make sure that people can have their
own asylum claims heard and those who do not have a legal basis to remain will be quickly
removed. That doesn't change the process that we have been moving forward with since day one
of this administration. Look, we are surging — surging assistance to the Border. As I've laid out
very clearly as Secretary Mayorkas has the past week or so. And so, we're going to continue to do
that. 

O’KEEFE: But again, in plain English to migrants who might be thinking about it, What should
they do after Wednesday? 

JEAN-PIERRE: I — I just laid that really clear. It would be wrong to think that the border is
open. It is not open and I just wanted to be very, very clear about that.

(....)

2:56:32 p.m.
44 seconds

TYLER PAGER: Just a question on — on immigration. The President tasked the Vice president
with studying and working on the root causes of these issues. I'm wondering if there's any update
from this side of the White House on what she’s been doing and what she will continue to do as
we’re expecting an influx at the border on Wednesday?

JEAN-PIERRE: As you know, the President appreciates the partnership that he has with the Vice
President. You're right that has been her charge to work in a diplomatic way and finding the root
causes of — of — of migration. Don't have anything to lay out specifically on what that work
looks like. But again, we appreciate her partnership. And I would probably refer you to her office
on anything specific on the work that she's doing.

(....)

2:58:28 p.m.
56 seconds

REPORTER: I know you’ve been asked about this before, but just yesterday, Representative
Cuellar told Face the Nation that he wants to see President Biden go to the border. He said it
doesn’t have to be for a photo op, but a leader has to show images of being up there in front. So,
does the President have any plans to go to the border? Is now a good time to go?

JEAN-PIERRE: Like you said, I’ve addressed this before. Look, the President’s focus right now
is coming up with solutions. It’s focused on making sure that we have the resources what — the
challenges that we’re seeing at the border. And, right now, as you know, we have a budget



request in front of Congress and, again, if congressional Republicans are serious about dealing
with the challenges that we’re seeing at the border, they will assist.

REPORTER: But given what we’re seeing at the border —

JEAN-PIERRE: I — I — I just answered the question. I just said — we’ve litigated that back and
forth here for the past two weeks or so. The President’s focus right now is to make sure that we
have the sources to manage what’s happening right now.

(....)

3:00:14 p.m.
6 minutes and 24 seconds

JACQUI HEINRICH: El Paso’s Democratic mayor has declared a state of emergency and he said
that he would only do that when he felt he could no longer keep his community or the asylum
seekers safe. He’s saying that that time is now ahead of Title 42 expiring. What is the White
House’s response to that?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, we have — from day one, President Biden has taken steps to reduce
disorderly migration while expanding legal pathways for orderly migration. We are in constant
communication with the mayor of El Paso. And look, I've talked about the Venezuelan
enforcement initiative that's helped drop the — the migration, which is as you know, an initiative
— a drastic night — by a drastic 90 percent drop and we're going to continue to do that work.
Look, we're surging — we’re surging resources to the border. We're going to continue to do the
work that is needed. I — we saw from — from the graphs what that looked like — what the
resources were. We're going to ask for the additional funding, the 3.5 billion additional funding
request from — from Congress and we, you know, we want to make sure that we're really, truly
addressing this challenge. Again, the 23,000 agents that we're currently seeing at the border? That
is at of the work that this president has done. And — and these are, you know, this is a historic
number of agents that we see at the border — at the border — at the border. Again, we're going
to continue to ask for additional funding from — from Congress to assist us in — in dealing with
this challenge at this time. 

HEINRICH: The resources, though, that you've laid out at the top, specifically in El Paso. You
know, there's video that was just released by one Republican member of Congress to show that
it's really not making a difference. There's one border patrol facility on Friday — he says, there
are 4600 migrants in that facility. Its capacity is 1,040. And we're still, you know, Title 42 is still
in place with — they’re at four times their capacity right now, so is the view that this is working
that — that that those resources are working that you guys have said are from, you know, the
work of this president. Is that sufficient? Is it working?

JEAN-PIERRE: I mean, we're asking for $3.5 billion in additional funding to help us — right —
with the challenges that we're seeing. So, if congressional Republicans are serious about this,
serious about dealing with — what did the challenges that we're currently seeing, then they



would assist in helping making sure the men and the women of the DHS has [sic] the resources
that they need. in the meantime, Department of Homeland Security is surging resources to the
Border and have additional robust planning efforts underway. And so, again, we're asking for
additional funding, we have [sic] surging resources but if they truly, truly want to assist instead
of doing political ploys, like they have been for the past several months, they will, you know,
adhere to our funding request like we put forward.

HEINRICH: A little bit to Ed's question, though. You know, this push from the podium to get
Republicans to send more resources to the border. A lot of them say that, you know, they hesitate
to throw more money at a problem, the Homeland Security Secretary saying that the border’s
secure and some people who would have to vote on that bill, also don't have a lot of details on
what's in it and where that money goes, but that all that aside, you know, if you're — if you’re
saying that Republicans aren't doing the work to get this done and then you have someone like
Joe Manchin saying, well, the President has the ability to ask for an extension, he should be
asking for an extension because we're at this point where you’ve got a deadline and a crisis. Is
that within the President's authority to do that?

JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, we remain — we remained under a court order to lift Title 42. That is
a court order.

HEINRICH: Aren’t you guys driving it, though?

JEAN-PIERRE: That — that is a court order that is telling us to lift Title 42 and we're going to
comply because we follow the rule of law. That is —

HEINRICH: But the administration sought to lift it.

JEAN-PIERRE: — that is — but it is a court order.

HEINRICH: But —

JEAN-PIERRE: That is —

HEINRICH: — started by you guys.

JEAN-PIERRE: — it was a court order that has been provided to us. And so now, we have to
comply and that is — we have to comply by December 21st. It is — it is a law that is — 

HEINRICH: So you don’t support lifting Title 42 —

JEAN-PIERRE: — what I’m saying is that — 

HEINRICH: — or —

JEAN-PIERRE: — what I'm saying — that — it is a court order that has been presented to us



that we are going to comply with, so you’ve asked a couple of questions and I'm going to answer
them if you give me a second. So, in the funding request, the 3.5 billion, I've already listed them
out, happy to do them again, You scale up — we want to scale up, air and ground transportation
capabilities to move migrants to processing, to less crowded border patrol sectors and quickly
remove them if they don't have a legal basis to remain, set up an additional CBP holding facilities
[sic], and speed up the processing times, so individuals can have their asylum claims heard faster,
hire more than 300 additional agents to join our force of 23,000 agents working to secure the
border — 23,000, that is historic. We've not seen that before and again that is because of the
work that this President has done, giving historic fundings to the giving Homeland Security,
secure additional technologies and equipment like automated processing system, law
enforcement radios ,upgraded surveillance and inspection technologies, and more increased
support for border cities and towns like El Paso. So the $3.5 billion — there is a plan for it. There
is a way forward in getting the resources that the men and women of the Department of
Homeland Security need to do the work at the border. And but what we have been hearing from
Republicans and seeing from Republicans in Congress is political ploys. They're not assisting.
They're not offering any assistance. Many of them are not. And so, we are asking right now, if
they are serious about this, they are serious about dealing with the challenges, then they would —
they would adhere to our funding request. And I want to be really careful. Again, look, you
know, Title 42 is going to be lifted — yes, it will — but there — we are going to move to Title 8.
The border is not open and so I want to be very clear about that because we were doing the
smugglers job if we spread misinformation and — and so again just want to be very clear about
that. And so, I'm going to move on.

(....)

3:09:06 p.m.
30 seconds

NPR REPORTER: You mentioned that the President has been in touch with the mayor of El
Paso, but has he talked with —

JEAN-PIERRE: No, I said we have been in touch with the — with mayor, our administration.

NPR REPORTER: — have you been touch with any of the border state governors?

JEAN-PIERRE: I — I don’t have any calls or readouts to — to provide on any particular
conversations, but we have an intergovernmental affairs shop and clearly, they tend to be in close
touch with mayors and governors across the country. Just don't have anything to provide for you
at this time.

(....)

3:13:56 p.m.
19 seconds



HILLARY VAUGHN: The latest Twitter Files show that the intelligence community was
actively involved in discrediting the Hunter Biden laptop story. Does it bother the President &
those at the White House that a govt agency like the FBI was involved in suppressing a legitimate
news story?

JEAN-PIERRE: Again, I'm just going to refer you to the FBI. I'm not going to comment from
here about that.

(....)

3:17:12 p.m.
1 minute and 20 seconds

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: Karine, Texas Governor Abbott said that, when Title 42 expires,
that the border would be “total chaos.” Is that a correct assessment or what’s your response to
that?

JEAN-PIERRE: Here — what I can and I've answered this question, many, many, which ways
from your colleagues today — what I can say is that Department of Homeland Security is surging
resources at the border at this time and — and we have additional robust planning efforts
underway. And you know, w — we need Congress to give us the funds we've requested to — to
do this in a safe, orderly — in a safe, orderly, and humane way. And again, I'll say this — this
one last time, if — if Republicans in Congress are serious about the borders, border security and
actually address — addressing this challenge, they would ensure that the men and women of the
Department of Homeland Security have the resources that they need to do their jobs. And so,
that's what we're going to continue to ask for and request. But again, we are doing the work, the
President has been doing the work at the border since day one by, first, putting forth. The
immigration reform legislation. And also securing funding — historic funding to Department of
Homeland Security That 23,000 agents that matter. That is something we have not seen under
any other president. Now we're asking congressional Republicans to assist and do the same.


