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UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE JOURNALIST: New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
resigns. Ardern said she does not have the energy to seek reelection.
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking Overnight; New Zealand Prime Minister Resigns; Jacinda
Ardern Says She “No Longer Has Enough in the Tank” to Do Job]

TONY DOKOUPIL: To another story overseas, breaking overnight, one of the world’s most
influential national leaders will step down next month, she says. We’re talking about New
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. She told reporters, she knows what the job takes and
“She no longer has enough in the tank to continue.”

NEW ZEALAND PM JACINDA ARDERN: After going on six years of some big challenges, I
am human, politicians are human. We give all that we can for as long as we can, and then it’s
time. And for me, it is time.

DOKOUPIL: Arden was just 37 when she took office back in 2017. She was the youngest female
head of government in the world at the time. Less than a year later, she had her first child in
office; second world leader to do that, and she was widely praised for her leadership during the
pandemic and her response to a mass killing at a pair of mosques there in New Zealand. She did
face a difficult reelection campaign later this year, with the threat of recession, her popularity was
at a low point. You know, it’s a double edged sword when it comes to pandemic response. New
Zealand had one of the lowest death totals of any wealthy country, but people don’t like the
lockdowns or restrict measures, and that could have an impact on her popularity.

GAYLE KING: Yes, but I remember when she was first elected, people were so excited. She was
so embraced. And generally speaking, people thought she did an amazing job.

DOKOUPIL: Yes.

KING: She accomplished a lot and was well-liked. Sorry to see her coming down.

DOKOUPIL: So after that shooting at the mosque, New Zealand successfully banned all assault
style rifles in the country.

KING: Immediately.



DOKOUPIL: Immediately.

NATE BURLESON: Right.

KING: She got no pushback on that.

BURLESON: This goes to show you, holding those positions and the toll it can take on you.

KING: Yes.

DOKOUPIL: Oh, yeah.

BURLESON: She said, I don’t have enough left in the tank. Good for her, she is stepping away.

DOKOUPIL: Yeah.

KING: Everybody feels like that sometimes, don’t have enough left in the tank.

DOKOUPIL: Don’t go anywhere, Gayle.

KING: No, no, I’m not talking about me. I’m just thinking.

BURLESON: Stick around.

KING: No, no, no, I’m good. Getting my colonoscopy tomorrow. I hope I’m really going to be
staying.

DOKOUPIL: I was going to say, she is off tomorrow.

KING: Yeah.


