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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Middle East Tensions Escalate]

SAVANNAH GUTHRIE: We turn now to the escalating violence in the Middle East. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken issuing a new call to ease tensions as he meets with the Palestinian
president today following a one-on-one with the Israeli leader, Benjamin Netanyahu. NBC’s
Kelly Cobiella is in Jerusalem for us. Kelly, good morning.

KELLY COBIELLA: Savannah, good morning to you. Yes, another high stakes meeting for
Secretary Blinken sitting down with Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas in the occupied West
Bank for about an hour this morning. He's expected to deliver the message that both Palestinian
and Israeli leaders need to take steps to stop the cycle of violence. It has been a deadly month for
Palestinians in the occupied territories. The Palestinian Health Ministry saying that more than 30
have been killed, including eight children, mostly in Israeli military raids. On the Israeli side,
more than seven — or seven people were killed when a Palestinian gunman opened fire outside a
mosque last Friday. Two others — two Israelis were injured in a separate shooting the next day.
Savannah?

GUTHRIE: And you mentioned he's meeting with the — the prime minister — the Palestinian
prime minister. He also met with the prime minister of Israel, so how is Secretary of State
Blinken navigating all of this?

COBIELLA: That's right. So, he met with Prime Minister Netanyahu for a couple hours
yesterday. He said he reaffirmed the U.S.’s commitment — ironclad commitment, to Israel's
security. But really, both leaders are complicating matters on the ground. Prime Minister
Netanyahu is leading the hardest right government in Israel's history. He's under pressure from
his coalition allies to follow through with these hardline measures like expanding settlements and
that just infuriates Palestinians. On the Palestinian side, President Abbas is deeply unpopular and
has serious credibility issues among Palestinians. Savannah?

GUTHRIE: Alright. Kelly Cobiella in Jerusalem, thank you.


