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JAKE TAPPER: Ah, yes, American girl playing Governor Nikki Haley off the stage. 26 minutes
from the former South Carolina two-term Governor and former U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations during the Trump administration, a robust defense of her conservative principles and the
freedom that America stands for. Dana Bash, how — how do you think she did?

DANA BASH: Listen, it was a very rousing speech, particularly for somebody who has not been
on the political campaign trail for some time. I wrote down several sentences that she uttered that
were all part of the same generational theme, move beyond the stale ideas and faded names of the
past, America’s not past their prime; just their politicians, it won’t we — won’t be ready for the
21st century if we trust politicians from the 20th century and then, of course, the biggest doozy,
which is saying that people who are running for president or our President should have their
mental capacity che — checked after the age of 75. So, this is a not so subtle attempt to talk
about both Joe Biden and let’s face it, and Donald Trump.

TAPPER: Yeah.

BASH: And it’s like a Rorschach test, right? You can ask — you can see it how you want to see
it. But the speech itself, and the message that she delivered was about as sort of clear cut and
touching all of the bases she wants to touch as she possibly can.

TAPPER: And one of the big moments, Abby Phillip, in addition, obviously to all the
generational argument she was making and the mandatory mental competency tests for
politicians over 75-years-old that she proposed, as Dana noted and her argument that America is
not past its prime but too many politicians are. One of the biggest moments of her speech was
when she declared that America is not a racist country. That seemed to be a very important part
of her message?

ABBY PHILLIP: Yeah, I mean, she can’t get around race. She’s from the State of South
Carolina, which has a really horrible, violent, racist history and I think she knows that she has to
address that. But I’m still waiting to see how she really does it outside of this particular context
in which she’s delivering a message that she knows Republican voters are going to receive in a
certain way, in exactly the way that they want to hear it. The only thing they want to hear is
America is not a racist country, but obviously, the issues are more complex than that. They are
deeper than that and I think at some point, she will have to really grapple with that. I mean, Nikki
Haley presents herself as — she said it multiple times today, a daughter of immigrants, someone
who has a unique view, on difference in this country, but that’s not the same thing as really
understanding race in this country and the role that it plays and I — and I think that that’s the part
where she’s going to have to go a little bit further. For the Republican primary for now, though. I
think she did exactly what they wanted to hear. She talked about funding the police. She talked
about putting people in jail. She talked about, you know, saying that, they’re not going to have a



victim mentality, saying that the fact that she was the only minority, female governor in the
country, is a sign of America’s promise. I think that those are all the right messages for a
Republican audience. It’ll get her out of the primary. The question is what happens after that?

TAPPER: You know, it’s interesting, John King, one of the things that she really did in the
speech, is she really leaned into foreign policy, really leaning into a more traditional McCain,
Romney perspective of American strength. Talking about her time as U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations, talking about Venezuelans fleeing that country, of crowding around her because
she’s an American that is something that for I don’t know how many foreign policy Republicans
are left, but for those who liked that, when it came to the messages of George W. Bush, John
McCain, Mitt Romney, they might have a candidate here.

JOHN KING: Yes. And that’s the wing of the Republican Party she comes from. The question is
which wing of the Republican Party does she run in now? There are a lot of contradictions in that
speech, a lot of tea party themes in there. She said Americans should feel secure in their
elections. She was introduced by an election denier, you know, so she has to figure out what is
her lane in this race?

TAPPER: Not just an election denier one who told Donald Trump to call for martial law, right?

KING: Right. Yes. And so I think she’s going to have to — sort — this is an announcement
speech. And for many candidates, this is their best day for many candidates who run for
president; this is your best day. The challenge for her is to make this the beginning of a path.
Here’s what she does bring to the race, though. Number one, her state votes third, South Carolina
that can matter in presidential politics. Number two, she’s an optimist. We have to see who else
gets into this race. Again, we could fact check some of that message. You could show some
contradictions with a record. All that will be done in the days and weeks ahead by us by her
rivals, in other words, but she’s optimistic. She’s happy. She’s upbeat. Donald Trump is a
grievance politician. He’s dark. Mexico sends us rapists. There’s a witch hunt in Washington,
there’s a deep state. An optimist looking toward the future is generally a positive candidate. In
the old days, governors were successful in this way, so there’s something possible here. The
question is can she turn this nugget of possibility into something? I would posit interesting what
Republicans think about this is that can you straddle? Can you be sort of Trumpy sort of Reagan
sort of bush or do you have to say, I’m different? The straddle to me is a much harder thing. At
the same time, you run the risk because a good politician changes the electorate. Donald Trump
changed the Republican electorate, right? I’m not speaking as a fan of Donald Trump but he
changed the Republican electorate. Can Nikki Haley change it back in a way that creates votes
for her? That’s the challenge or else this is her best day.

TAPPER: And David, she hasn’t been in electoral politics since early 2017 when Donald Trump
appointed her to become U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Just on a purely technical level
as Dana noted, that was a remarkably well delivered speech.

DAVID CHALIAN: Yeah. I mean, if you’re inside Haley’s team right now, I don’t think you
could be happier with how it went. I mean, just the — it was designed well. The crowd was there



with her. They were interacting with her in all the right ways. She delivered it well, all those
kinds of atmospherics and aesthetics. We’re on to John’s point about the straddle question. I
mean, that’s what we’re going to learn. We will learn the answer to your question in this
campaign, because this was an attempt to straddle, right? You didn’t hear — you were comparing
to the grievance politics of Trump, John, just compare it also to the State of Union response. We
heard from Sarah Huckabee Sanders, which was much darker and went right at critical race
theory. And you didn’t hear critical race theory here. You didn’t hear transgender bathrooms here
or — or the stuff that you might hear on Newsmax or Fox or what have you that — that really
activates and animates the Republican base. You heard clear indications that you want she knows
she has to offer something to those folks, so America is not racist and the like. But you heard the
things about baby formula and children in the classroom and big businesses getting too many tax
breaks, a little populism there. The things that yes, the base wants to hear as well. But is — she is
her attempt at trying to broaden the message to a — to a larger audience.

KING: As she says she’s tough as nails. Does that mean she made an argument against big
government, right? Chris Sununu, the Governor of New Hampshire would argue Ron DeSantis is
practicing big government by having the Governor get involved in school curriculums, by having
the Governor get involved in who runs Disney World, so how — this is first and foremost, a fight
among Republicans. So, she made the case against Joe Biden, again, Joe Biden could say back
excuse me, I’m leading a global coalition in Ukraine right now. And he’s doing a pretty good job
at it. He’s kept it together. But the first fight is among Republicans and what lane will she pick?


