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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Nikki Haley One-on-One]

AL ROKER: Alright, so, another big story we're watching this morning, 2024 presidential race
starting to take shape. We’ve got former South Carolina governor and U.N. Ambassador, Nikki
Haley officially in, Craig.

CRIAG MELVIN: In fact, Mr. Roker, I had the chance to catch up with the former ambassador
right after her first campaign event yesterday in Charleston, South Carolina. We talked about her
decision, some of the biggest campaign issues, and the support she's receiving from her family.
[TO HALEY] Your former boss said that you had a hard time making decisions, said that you
“would never run against the President, he did a great job, was the best President in my lifetime,”
his words, “told Nikki to follow her heart. She's polling at one percent. Not a bad start.” Your
response to that? 

NIKKI HALEY: What I'll tell you is I think he was a good president. There was so much that he
did that was good. What I'm talking about —

MELVIN: Well, then why not — why not support him this time? 

NIKKI HALEY: — because I think we need to have a new generation. For Republicans, we have
lost the last seven out of eight popular votes for president. It means Republicans need to do
something different. 

MELVIN: Is it the message or is it the messengers? 

NIKKI HALEY: I think it's always both. It's always got to be someone who really does listen to
the people, that has their pulse on the ground, of what real families are going through. But I also
think it's how you communicate. I don't want just Republicans with me, I want everybody with
me because I believe that everybody wants to be proud about America. 

MELVIN: Let's talk about abortion for a moment. The senior senator from South Carolina,
Lindsey Graham, has proposed a federal ban on abortion. Would you sign that? 

NIKKI HALEY: We need consensus on this. Our goal should —

MELVIN: Consensus on abortion? Would you support a federal ban? 

NIKKI HALEY: — I think — not a full out federal ban, because I don't think that's been put on
the table. I think what Lindsey Graham has put on the table is 15 weeks. And if we're looking at
15 weeks, what we need to understand is that we are not okay with abortion up until the time of



birth. And so we should at least decide when it is okay? 

MELVIN: A decade ago, you supported significantly scaling back Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid. Should those social safety nets be scaled back? 

NIKKI HALEY: Should we reform those entitlements, yes? But should we take anything from
people who have already been promised? No. 

MELVIN: When you say reform, what do you mean? 

NIKKI HALEY: You go and everyone that's been promised money, they get it. We don't take it
from anybody. But these new ones coming in, they know what's going to be broke by the time
they get there. Those are the ones we fix. The younger generation, we go and do a new system on
how they're going to get it. 

MELVIN: So you would phase out social security and Medicare and medicaid — 

NIKKI HALEY: Not phasing.

MELVIN — as we know it. As we know it now, you would phase it out. 

NIKKI HALEY: You change it. You're not phasing it out. 

MELVIN: No, it seems like semantics, if you're saying -- 

NIKKI HALEY: You are saying change it out. 

MELVIN: — so you want to reform it? 

NIKKI HALEY: I want to reform it, yes. 

MELVIN: A plan for the future as Nikki Haley looks at a long campaign trail ahead. But she isn't
doing it alone. Her husband Michael and kids Rena and Nailen are by her side. 

NIKKI HALEY: You can't do this without your family. You just can't. And so, to have them
there for support, it's everything. 

MELVIN: We've got a wedding that's about to happen in the — in the Haley family. So are you
helping plan a wedding and a presidential campaign simultaneously? 

NIKKI HALEY: We are. But this has been really sweet. We've had a lot of fun with this. 
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  We have. 

NIKKI HALEY: I mean, between like picking songs and picking flowers and all of those things,



it's kind of a sweet spot to be able to do this. 

MELVIN: Did you go to your family before you decided to run for president and say, you know
what, this is what I think I want to do? 

NIKKI HALEY: I did. 

MELVIN: How'd that conversation go? 

NIKKI HALEY: I did. Nailen has always been very involved in everything I do politically. He, of
course, was like, yes, you should do this. And Rena's response was, why do you want to live in
someone else's house again? [MELVIN LAUGHS] Literally was what it was. 

MELVIN: Haley's son not only encouraged his mom to run, he's even working on her campaign
this summer. [TO NAILEN HALEY] Do you ever provide unsolicited political advice to mom? 

NIKKI HALEY: Oh, oh, every day, all day. 

MELVIN: Really?

NIKKI HALEY: By text message, by phone call, and everything in between. Nonstop. 

NAILEN HALEY: I'm — I’m her biggest supporter, but also her biggest critic.

MELVIN: Wow.

NIKKI HALEY: It's very true. It's very true. 

MELVIN: What kind of mom was Nikki Haley? 

NAILEN HALEY: A tough one, but also a very loving one and caring one. 

MELVIN: Rena? 

RENA HALEY: She was tough but loving. She also made sure to show up to any events we had,
came and supported us, but we always had our house rules we had to follow. 

MELVIN: Were you surprised at all when she said, you know what? I think I want to do this? 

MICHAEL HALEY: No, wasn't surprised. 

MELVIN: I would imagine from time to time you would see or hear something that's said or
written about your wife and you —

MICHAEL HALEY: You know, when you wade in this water, you know, it's going to happen. 



NIKKI HALEY: I think it's tougher on them than it is on me. And they do take it personally. And
politics is a blood sport and it's a shame that it is, but it is. They know that the key is, you know,
you have your faith, you trust in the love we have as a family, and this, too, shall pass. That's the
beautiful thing about campaigns, is there's a start and an end. And the goal is just pray every day
and let's get through it. 

MELVIN: So, you know, I've covered ambassador for a number of years now, and when I saw
the kids yesterday, it was pretty interesting cause I've seen the kids, you know, off and on for
years. In fact, I think we’ve got a picture from her first inauguration.

ROKER: Aw.

DYLAN DREYER: Oh, my goodness!

SHEINELLE JONES: Wow.

MELVIN: Those are the two kids there! 

DREYER: All grown up.

MELVIN: All grown up. And —

DREYER: Did you say, I remember when you were this big. 

MELVIN: I did. Because I'm that old guy now. 

ROKER: Which kids love that. 

MELVIN: Yeah.

DREYER: Yes, of course. 

MELVIN: But it's funny because, you know, she's also planning a presidential campaign, but the
ambassador also planning a wedding as well. Her daughter is getting married. 

DREYER: I wonder which is harder? 

MELVIN: Ah, she said — she sort of alluded to the fact that they’re — at this point, they're
equally difficult, so —

JONES: It was good. It was a good interview.

DREYER: It was great.

MELVIN: Thank you.



ROKER: Thank you. Terrific job.

DREYER: For sure.


