
CBS Mornings
03/01/23
7:01:05 a.m. [TEASE]
10 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: China Threats?]

NATE BURLESON: Congress launches an investigation into the long list of threats allegedly
posed by China.

CONGRESSMAN MIKE GALLAGHER (R-WI): This is an existential struggle over what life
will look like in the 21st century.

(....)
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[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: FBI Director Says Lab Leak Theory “Likely”; Director Wray Says
Bureau Sees China Theory as Most Likely]

VLADIMIR DUTHIER: FBI Director Christopher Wray is doubling down on the bureau’s theory
behind the origins of COVID-19. Wray says a leak from a lab in China is the most likely
scenario, despite insistence from the White House that there’s no consensus on the cause. It all
comes as Congress just held a rare primetime hearing focused on threats from China. Scott
MacFarlane has the story.

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Congress Takes Aim at China; Lawmakers Launch Investigation
into New Alleged Threats]

SCOTT MACFARLANE: It’s a wave of crises involving China.

JONATHAN SNYDER [on 02/04/23]: They just shot it.

MACFARLANE: The spy balloon shot down, worries of an invasion of Taiwan, whether it will
provide lethal aid to Russia, and growing probes into whether COVID first leaked out of a
Wuhan lab.

GALLAGHER: We may call this a strategic competition, but it’s not a polite tennis match.

MACFARLANE: A newly formed U.S. House Select Committee on China warned the icy
relations between the U.S. and China are entering a deeper freeze.

H.R. MCMASTER: What Xi Jinping sees is a fleeting window of opportunity. An opportunity to
move while he perceives weakness in the United States.



MACFARLANE: CBS News contributor and former Trump National Security Adviser H.R.
McMaster says there are rising fears of China joining Russia in an alliance in the war in Ukraine. 
[TO MCMASTER] Does that extend the war?

MCMASTER: Yes, it feeds Putin’s ATM. It allows him to continue to fund his war-making
machine.

MCMASTER: Policies —

CODE PINK PROTESTER: [SHOUTING]

GALLAGHER: There will be order.

MACFARLANE: Protesters briefly interrupted the Tuesday night hearing. One with a sign
“China is not the enemy.” Meantime, bipartisan scrutiny is also growing over TikTok and
whether the company’s links to China could make it vulnerable to propaganda despite a
spokesperson saying TikTok is a U.S. company bound by U.S. law.

MATTHEW POTTINGER: It gives the Chinese Communist Party the ability to manipulate our
social discourse or to amplify what tens of millions of Americans see.

MACFARLANE: Also last night, FBI Director Chris Wray warned China is blocking
investigations into the original source of COVID.

FBI DIRECTOR CHRIS WRAY [on FNC’s Special Report, 02/28/23]: The FBI has for quite
some time now assessed that the origins of the pandemic are most likely a potential lab incident
in Wuhan. So here, you’re talking about a potential leak from a Chinese government-controlled
lab that killed millions of Americans.

MACFARLANE: Despite — despite Wray’s comments which coincide with the latest findings
of the U.S. Energy Department, the White House emphasizes there’s no consensus on the origins
of COVID, and the investigation continues. Nate?

BURLESON: We will stay tuned to the results of that investigation. Scott, thank you.


