
CBS Evening News with Norah O’Donnell
04/26/23
6:30:53 a.m. [TEASE]
16 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking News; Transgender Lawmaker Banned]

PROTESTERS: Let her speak!

NORAH O’DONNELL: Montana Republicans vote to ban a transgender lawmaker from the state
House floor for the rest of the year.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE ZOOEY ZEPHYR (D-MT): Today, I rise — [SCREEN WIPE] —
in defense of my community, and of democracy itself.

(....)

6:37:34 p.m.
2 minutes and 6 seconds

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Political Firestorm]

[ON-SCREEN HEADLINE: Breaking news; Montana Republicans Discipline Transgender
Lawmaker]

O’DONNELL: Well, now to the political turmoil brewing in Montana. Today, Republican
members of the state House voted to ban the state's openly transgender lawmaker, Democrat
Zooey Zephyr, from the House floor. CBS's Carter Evans reports the censure comes after Zephyr
criticized Republicans over their votes to ban gender affirming medical care for minors.

ZEPHYR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker Mr. Speaker.

CARTER EVANS: Just minutes before the vote to bar Montana Democrat Zooey Zephyr from
speaking on the House floor, she made an impassioned plea.

ZEPHYR: Today, I rise — [SCREEN WIPE] — in defense of my community, and of democracy
itself.

EVANS: The public was banned from the hearing after this scene on Monday —
[PROTESTERS SCREAMING] — when House leaders had denied Zephyr the opportunity to
talk.

PROTESTERS: Let her speak! Let her speak!

EVANS: Zephyr had spoken days earlier during a debate on Montana's proposed ban on gender



affirming care for minors.

ZEPHYR: If you vote yes on this bill — [SCREEN WIPE] — you will see the blood on your
hands.

EVANS: Today, the states first openly transgender representative refused to apologize for those
remarks.

ZEPHYR: I have had friends who have taken their lives because of these bills — [SCREEN
WIPE] — so when I rose up and said, there is blood on your hands, I was not being hyperbolic.

EVANS: Laws targeting gender affirming care for minors have exploded around the country. 15
states now have bans in place. 17 more, including Montana, are currently considering a ban. At
the start of the year, just three state governments had bans.

HOUSE CLERK: Mr. Speaker, 68 representatives vote aye. 32 have voted no.

EVANS: The decision to prevent her from all in-person meetings came from a majority
Republican House.

ZEPHYR: You shut out 11,000 Montanans, it is no surprise that those Montanans will come and
demand that their voices be heard.

EVANS: Now, the vote was right down party lines and effectively silences her. She cannot
debate legislation and must vote remotely. Now, the session only lasts a couple more weeks, but
the debate over surgery and hormone therapy for children continues across the country. Norah?

O’DONNELL: Carter Evans there in Montana, thank you.


